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THE INSTITUTE’S FUTURE 


—— present trend towards emigration to Commonwealth countries gives 

added point to the suggestion made by the President at the Royal Institute 
of British Architects’ dinner last week that the Institute must take stock of 
itself and determine its future course. ‘The RIBA,’ said Mr. Cross, ‘either 
must resolve to pursue a policy of expansion with the Allied Societies overseas 
or else confine itself and its activities to the British Isles. I myself,’ he added, 
‘strongly favour expansion for I am sure that we have a part to play in giving 
education and guidance to less developed peoples overseas.’ 


The lead which Mr. Cross gives will commend itself to all who wish to see a 
strong Institute in a united Commonwealth. It is to be remembered that 
nearly one-fifth of RIBA membership is working overseas and as such the 
Institute has some responsibility for seeing that the technical, professional and 
ethical standards in more recently developing Commonwealth countries do 
not fall below standards generally accepted as being proper for a great pro- 
fession. Not less important is the opportunity thus created for the RIBA 
to give of its experience and knowledge to the newer Societies which operate 
in circumstances which are not always easy and in which competition 
from the unqualified is ofien severe. The tour on which the President and Mr. 
Spragg, the secretary RIBA, are to leave at the end of this month, should ensure 
personal contacts which should further the ends desired. Equally to be com- 
mended is Mr. Cross’s idea of periodic conferences, Commonwealth in nature, 
which (held, say, triennially in different overseas centres) would do great work 
in continuing to knit the sister countries together. 


The President cannot fail to have appreciated already that while the needs 
of the overseas Allied Societies may differ, one problem common to many of 
them is that concerning professional qualifications. Mr. Anthony Chitty’s 
striking article (The Builder, October 12, 1956) indicated very clearly the diffi- 
culties which face some of the indigenous schools of architecture, notably those 
in Hong Kong, Nigeria and the West Indies. Solution will require an approach 
by the Board of Architectural Education in which sympathy, reality and a 
genuine desire to help shall be found. Mr. Cross, as a past chairman of the 
Board, is well versed in the difficulties, and we may be sure that during his 
tour he will be looking for the answers. The RIBA could not have found an 
ambassador more skilled or better qualified for what may indeed be a significant 
tour. 


PRECEDENTS IN PLANNING 


He’ far is it possible or desirable to build up a body of ‘ case law’ based on 

the Minister’s decisions on appeals submitted to him under the Town and 
Country Planning Acts ? The analogy of case law comes, of course, from 
the courts of justice and points at once to an important difference. The 
law courts are concerned with the administration of the statute and common 
law of this country ; changing circumstances may involve the adaptation of 
old principles, but the courts are not concerned to lay down policy. On the 
other hand, when the Minister decides a planning appeal, his function is to 
say whether a particular proposal is desirable in the public interest. That is 
essentially a policy decision to be made according to his ideas of what the public 
interest demands, and, of course, policy may change. 


It would, however, be most undesirable if the Minister’s ideas of policy 
were to be continually chopping and changing. His decisions ought to be based 
on some intelligible principles which may be modified from time to time, but 
which are in general consistently applied. In fact, the Minister is charged by 
Act of Parliament with the duty of * securing consistency and continuity in 
respect of the framing and execution of a national policy with respect to the 
use and development of land throughout England and Wales.’ To give succes- 
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sive Ministers their due, they have on the whole recognised their responsibilities 
in this respect. 

It was, no doubt, with this responsibility in mind that in 1947 the Ministry 
decided to issue a Bulletin of Selected Appeal Decisions as guide for the benefit 
both of local planning authorities and of developers. The then Permanent 
Secretary to the Ministry said that it was hoped to build up a body of case 
law which might help to reduce appeals. In the ensuing five years some 11 
bulletins were published epitomising about 200 appeals. There followed a 
gap of several years in which no bulletins were issued, and it was only within 
the last month that Bulletin No. XII has been published. 

The new bulletin contains summaries of some 41 decisions—a minute fraction, 
of course, of the many thousands of appeals which have gone to the Ministry 
within the last five years. The choice of decisions for publication naturally 
reflects some of the more important issues of planning policy at the present 
moment. As many as 10 of the reported decisions relate to cases where the 
local planning authority had objected to building because the land was either 
in the green belt or in some other rural or agricultural area. These particular 
decisions merely stress what is already generally known—namely, the deter- 
mination of the Ministry to prevent encroachments upon green belts or other 
rural areas. Of rather greater interest perhaps is a group of cases in which 
the local authority had refused permission because of the absence or inadequacy 
of sewerage services; in most of these cases, the Minister allowed the appeal. 

Bulletins of this sort can be invaluable in drawing attention to principles. 
But principles are not hard and fast rules, and it is very important that case 
summaries should be as full as is reasonably practicable, so that a developer 
can judge whether a reported Case is really similar to his own. Unfortunately, 
the Ministry’s summaries are highly condensed, and the effect of this is 
aggravated by the Ministry’s curious habit of suppressing information as to the 
locality which might enable further inquiries to be made. It can hardly be 
necessary to refer to ‘a small town near the South Coast ’—what possible 
harm could be done if the public knew that (if we have guessed aright) it was 
Burgess Hill ? Some of the reports which appear in the professional and 
technical Press seem to be much better done, and the Ministry might consider 
these when preparing their next bulletin. 





Notes of the Week 
Architects at Dinner 

HE RIBA Banquet, held in_ the 

Dorchester Hotel on Wednesday of 
Jast week, was a highly successful affair. 
Previous rumours that bookings were 
slack were proved in the event to be I THINK it was Bernard Shaw who 
wrong: and there was a full house; though described Americans and ourselves as 


siting of power stations. 

The dinner itself was good, but may we 
please next year go back to the old 
custom of listing the wines as well as the 
food. 


Modular Co-ordination in USA 





members intending dining could ease the 
work of a patient staff by making up their 
minds sooner. 

Not for a long time have there been 
such excellent speeches. All were of a 
uniformly high standard, of content and 
diction—the last quality being especially 
appreciated since the loudspeaker had, 
One must assume, been in previous use 
at the Briggs factory—it didn’t work till 
late in the proceedings. Mr. Cross, the 
President, was witty and forthcoming 
(what a fine President he is making) and 
Dame Evelyn Sharp (deputising at short 
notice for her Minister who was unable 
to be present due to a family bereave- 
ment) was brilliant, if hardly compli- 
mentary to the Royal Fine Art 
Commission and other forms of public 
control of architecture. In saying that 
the architect had succeeded best in those 
fields of design—housing, education and 
industry — in which there had been the 
minimum of public control, she may well 
have found something. Sir William Hol- 
ford had a light and pleasing touch in 
carrying out the always difficult task of 
leaving none of the guests out in the cold, 
and Sir John Cockcroft had words of 
wisdom to say on the architecture and 


“two great nations divided by a com- 
mon language, and we_= are. con- 
stantly having to re-learn how dangerous 
it is to assume that both see black and 
white in the same colours simply because 
we use the same words for them, writes 
Basil Marriott. 


We have become inured, in the theatre 
and cinema, to America’s apparent urge 
to export only its least attractive aspects 
(pace the ‘ vital statistics’ of its Holly- 
wood starlets) and even in architecture 
the parallel exists, though not perhaps a 
close one if we accept the FLW Vene- 
tian indiscretion. 


American architects, however, could 
hardly wish for a better one in_ this 
country than Mr. William Tatton Brown, 
ARIBA, whose connection with our 
Hertfordshire schools must have made 
him as acceptable to the Americans as 
trustworthy by us as a witness, having 
just returned from a tour under Steuben 
Foundation auspices. His paper to the 
Modular Society (‘Modern Architecture 
in the USA: some American views of 
Modular Co-ordination ’) on February 19 
was greatly enhanced by the interest, 
beauty and ambassadorial value of the 
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coloured slides, of which this was the 
first public showing. 5 
They included recent work by Sarr. 
nen, Gropius, Van der Rohe, Neutra 
and many other names hardly less Well 
known here with, inevitably, Frank Lloyd 
Wright, a recent and (I thought) surpris- 
ing adopter of modular principles even jf 
the GOM has characteristically pushed 
the conventional grid into a diamond! 


nw w w 

1 was also surprised at the degree to 
which, judged by Tatton Brown’s obser- 
vations, modular co-ordination js fait 
accompli in the States: and the Modular 
Society will not be grudged a share of the 
credit for a notable apparent unanimity 
of forward drive along architectural rails 
now generally accepted in Europe as the 
right ones, but sometimes hard to disen- 
tangle in the glossier American papers, 

Whether Tatton Brown’s paper was 
made to measure to his photographs or 
vice versa is, I think, immaterial—pro- 
bably a bit of both. The important point 
is that jointly they presented current 
American architecture as embodying 
familiar principles and being by, and for, 
people not as unlike oneself as one had 
feared—always reassuring—speaking in 
this case not only the same ostensible 
language but denoting the same humanis- 
tic and aesthetic values. 

Remaining, however, was a piece of 
purest national * pop-art’ which I cannot 
refrain from mentioning. A_ gigantic 
Negro silhouetted on a roof down the ex- 
posed scantlings of which he strode, at 
every step ‘shooting’ four nails from a 
‘gun’ apparently attached to his leg. | 
commend the rhythmic _ possibilities 
(which Tatton Brown vividly reproduced 
vocally) to Messrs. Tennessee Williams 
and Aaron Copland as the theme for an 
opera under the title “Hep-cat on a Hot 
Modular Roof.’ 


A County Architect's Report 

By THE end of this month, approxi- 
mately five million pounds worth of 
development and maintenance work will 
have been produced since the end of the 
war by the Architect’s Department ol 
the Northamptonshire County Council. 
This is the chief statistical fact in an 
interesting report on the Department's 
activities, 1946-56, recently issued by the 
County Architect, Mr. A. N. Harris, 
FRIBA. Some 20 photographic illustra- 
tions of buildings erected are shown, 
including a variety of schools, a technical 
college, a police station, police houses, 
a health centre, a fire station, and con- 
versions of large old houses into old 
people’s homes. The — architectural 
character of the work is nicely diversified, 
the contemporary note being dominant. 

The department consists of five 
sections: Architectural Design, Main- 
tenance and Minor Capital Works, 
Quantity Surveying and Accounts, Heat- 
ing and Electrical, and Clerical. Names, 
responsibilities and duties are set out on a 
chart. Mr. Harris pays a handsome 
tribute to the help he has received, not 
only from his staff but from the private 
architects and quantity surveyors who 
have taken part in the work. 

(Notes continued on page 455.) 
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The layout of the whole UK site showing the relationship between the Government and British 
Industries pavilions, and the sites of the pavilions of other countries 
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The pavilion 
from the 
south-west 
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British Government Pavilion, Brussels World Exhibition, 1958 


HIS, the first post-war international exhibition, 

is sponsored by the Belgian Government. The 

purpose of this exhibition is not to exhibit goods for 

trade; each nation is invited to demonstrate its 

contributions to the welfare and co-operation of the 

peoples of the world. The exhibition will be opened 
in April, 1958, and continue for six months. 

The Foreign Office set up an advisory committee 
under the chairmanship of Ian Harvey, MP, and 
appointed Sir John Balfour to act as Commissioner- 
General. The Central Office of Information were 
responsible for the selection of site and organising 
the design and erection of the British Government 
Pavilion. 

The Site. An area of 500 acres on the outskirts of 
Brussels will be devoted to this exhibition. The site 
selected for the UK Pavilions is situated in the 
parkland zone and covers an area of 5 acres. Approxi- 
mately one-third of this site is occupied by the 
Government Pavilion; behind it and adjoining the 
wood will be a small artificial lake and open paved 
area which links this to the larger British Industries 
Pavilion which is the responsibility of British Overseas 
Fairs, Ltd. An illustration of this pavilion was 
published in The Builder, August 3, 1956. 

The purpose of the UK Government exhibit is to 
tell a story and the chief designer was first asked to 
prepare a story with display and circulation sequence 
related to the site. It was then possible to present the 
architects with a brief, giving requirements which 
would ensure that the structure would be not just a 
‘feature’ but a building designed to house a definite 
sequence of displays and adapted to the site circula- 
tion plan. The collaboration between designer and 
architects has from the formulation of the first layout 
plan been very close. 

The ‘Crystalline Hall’ story sequence required 
first a large and lofty entrance hall. This is in a 
dominant position and its exterior was required to 
excite the visitors’ attention when approaching the 
site of the pavilion. 


A view of the 
model from 
the north-east 


The structure is composed of three crystal-shaped 
spires, the interplay of the facets of which make a 
changing pattern when viewed from different aspects. 
The three spires will be constructed of flat triangular 
units of stressed-skin plywood, each consisting of two 
skins of }in. external quality plywood with 6 in. 
softwood spacers between. These units will be bolted 
together and hoisted in pairs, the weight being taken 
on steel shoes at ground level. The whole thin- 
skinned structure will thus be self-supporting. All 
the timber surfaces will be treated with a fire-retardant 
paint, finished with a textured paint to pick up the 
external floodlighting. 


The triangular infilling wall panels will be of 
similar timber structural construction but of a section 
which both enriches the surface and gives stiffness. 
Numerous small coloured glass eyelets inserted 
between the spacers will provide the required subdued 
internal light, while built-in miniature lamps will 
produce a decorative effect externally at night. Each 
of the spires will be 37 ft. by 37 ft. on plan and 69 ft. 
high from floor level. Thus the hall will be 111 ft. 
long. The height to the apex of each vertical panel 
will be 42 ft. 


The ‘Hall of Technology’ is designed to house 
exhibits in contrast to those in the previous section 
and to provide a complete change of atmosphere. 
The exceptionally wide-spanned roof consists of a 
space-frame in light steel tube prefabricated in units 
which will be simply bolted together and hoisted. 
Suspended ceilings at various levels will be fixed on the 
underside, though portions will be left exposed so 
that the structure can be seen. 


The roof decking will consist of slabs of reeds, 
treated with a fire-retardant, which will act as insula- 
tion and also support the outer roof surface of 
bituminous sheeting and white spar. The walls will 
be of simple cavity building blocks screened on the 
inside by the exhibits and covered outside with a 
series of flat four-sided pyramids made of plywood. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Sydney Opera House Competition 
To the Editor of The Builder 


<IR,—I do not agree with your criticism 
(your issue March 1) of the conduct 

of the competition. It was clear from the 
conditions that the object of the pro- 
moters was to select an architect capable 
of producing an imaginative solution, 
rather than to select an actual detailed 
design. The conditions were expressly 
framed with this in mind, and this point 
was emphasised by a letter circulated to 
competitors after the answers to questions 
were published. It is not true that 217 
competitors asked 470 questions, as there 
were nearly 1,000 registrations, an average 
of one per two competitors, many of 
which referred to specific points of detail 
deliberately left open in the conditions. 


As to the expense of time involved in 
producing drawings to the finish asked 
for, 1 would submit :— 


(a) that 1/16 in. scale drawings were 
asked for so that they could be seen 
by all four assessors, and exhibited on 
a wall. The conditions suggested that 
they should be kept as simple as 
possible; 


(b) the drawings submitted were no 
more than sketch designs, and could 
not have been less elaborate and still 
have shown that the competitor had 
thought seriously about the scheme; 

(c) time taken in actual drawing 
represents possibly only a fifth of the 
total time taken up by the competition; 


(d) that no competitor need enter. 


I personally enjoy competitions for 
their own sake, as they allow one a chance 
to escape from door schedules, site meet- 
ings, sub-contractors and town planning 
authorities. I think that any discourage- 
ment of building owners from prompting 
competitions, in itself a thankless task, by 
spreading dissatisfaction with the results 
in this way should be avoided if possible. 


H. D. Kray [ARIBA]. 
51, Milmans-street, SW10. 














LITTLE NOZING B.<. 
| PREFABRICATED HOUSES 











“A thing of beauty is a 
joy for ever...’ 


To the Editor of The Builder 


GIR.—The drawings of the winning de- 

sign in this competition (your last 
issue) being little more than diagrammatic 
in character and open to so much 
criticism on points of detail, ought surely 
to have been ruled out from considera- 
tion, whatever imaginative qualities the 
design may possess. 


The assessors seem to have been 
strangely impressed by the interlocking 
shell vaults which form the roof. Their 
‘white sail-like forms,’ they say, ‘ relate 
as naturally to the harbour as the sails 
of its yachts... One wonders what sails 
have got to do with the design of an opera 
house, but it is satisfactory to note that 
your critical comments have taken a good 
deal of the wind out of them. If there 
is anything in such nautical symbolism, 
then surely the smoke-stacks of liners. 
being at least up-to-date, suggest a more 
appropriate source of inspiration. Have 
we now reached a stage in architectural 
design when planning considerations are 
subordinated to irrelevant silhouettes? 


Sails, in any case, suggest plane sur- 
faces, not volumes. From most points 
of view these great shell vaults would 
look most unsail-like. |The perspective 
view, for example, suggests some hideous 
antediluvian monster opening its caver- 
nous triple jaws. Are these vaults meant 
to contain anything in their upper parts? 
If not, then the waste of space is 
fantastic. 


For most people this must be a _ be- 
wildering award. One’s sympathies are 
with the 216 unsuccessful competitors, 
many of whom appear to have gone much 
more fully into the practical problems 
than the author of the winning design. 
We can only hope that this disappointing 
result will help to rationalise the com- 
petition system, which seems in danger 
of dying out. 


There are two ways of running an 
architectural competition successfully : — 
(1) by making a strict schedule of 
accommodation, imposing conditions and 
sticking to them, whatever the temptations 
of imaginative designs that ignore them: 
and (2) by two stages (a) sketch designs 
only, from which (b) a small number 
of schemes are selected for full working 
out. 

Can we have some pronouncement 
from the Competitions Committee of the 
RIBA? 

Not A COMPETITOR. 


Tower Crane Controlled from 
Ground 


To the Editor of The Builder 


~IR,—I was interested to read in The 

Builder of February 15 the account 

of the unusual use of the crane in Kiev, 

in the Soviet Ukraine, in which control 

was carried out by the groundman who 

stood at the point, or near the point, 
where the load was to be lowered. 


I would like to point out that this 
method is not new, and has been used for 
unloading ships in the Manchester docks 
for over 30 years to my knowledge. 
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It has obvious advantages over the 
normal system of control, and | am gy. 
prised that it has not been adopted jn 
other directions than dockwork in this 
country. 


R. E. Morris, FFS, MIMunBM, 
Building Works Manager. 


The Direct Labour Building Section, 
Wolverhampton. 


‘PLAN BEFORE YOU 
BUILD’ 
Advice to Building Owners 


LAN Before You Build,’ a guide for all 

who put building work in hand, is the 
title of a pamphlet just issued by the Joint 
Consultative Committee of Architects, 
Quantity Surveyors and Builders. Copies 
are being sent to all Government depart- 
ments, local authorities, industrial organisa- 
tions, chambers of commerce and finance 
houses. It emphasises the vital part which 
building owners, official and private, can 
play in keeping down building costs. 

The building industry’s experience over 
many years has proved that failure to plan 
building jobs completely before work starts 
delays the completion of contracts and in- 
volves heavy additional costs. A mere 
1 per cent. saving on the cost of the current 
building programme would save at least 
£15m. a year. 


The Joint Consultative Committee con- 
sider that planning in advance is not an 
ideal beyond practical attainment, but that 
it does call for close teamwork on the part 
of those principally concerned—the building 
owner, the architect, the quantity surveyor 
and the contractor. The contribution the 
building owner can make to the work of the 
team is particularly important for, as the 
pamphlet states: ‘ Despite all that has been 
said and written on the subject in recent 
years, it is still commonly assumed that the 
sooner building operations ave begun the 
sooner they will be finished. The opposite 
is nearer the truth, for, within reason, the 
longer the time spent in preparing for a 
building project, the more speedily will the 
work be done. Money is saved by thorough 
preliminary planning.’ 

The Joint Consultative Committee is 
firmly convinced that planning in advance 
can make a substantial reduction in the 
cost of the nation’s building programme, and 
they have published the pamphlet in order 
to bring to the notice of building owners 
the matters which they must keep in mind, 
not only when plans and specifications are 
being discussed with architects and quantity 
surveyors, but also when the contractor has 
started work on the site. 


Delapre Abbey Restoration 


THE FUND for restoring Delapre Abbey, 
near Northampton, as a repository for 
Northamptonshire records, has reached 
its target of £15,000. With a promised 
grant of £5,000 from the Ministry of 
Works, a total of £20,000 will be avail- 
able. Mr. David Nye, LRIBA, architect 
to the Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings, has been appointed 
by the Delapré Abbey Trust to take 
charge of the restoration work. 
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eventually be imposed upon the site of the Guildhall 
extension on the opposite side of Aldermanbury. 

On account of the proximity of the proposed exten- 
sion to Guildhall, the Corporation insisted on a con- 
ventional treatment of elevations, Portland stone 
being required to substantial areas of street fagades, 
cornices and copings throughout. The building 
comprises ground and eight floors of offices measuring 
approximately 181,200 sq. ft. in nett area, plus 
19,200 sq. ft. of lettable storage area in the basement. 
In addition to the latter there is a large area leased 
for a cafeteria, the interior of which was designed by 
the lessees. 

Fourteen thousand sq. ft. of the basement area 
under the courtyard is covered by a 2 ft. 0 in. thick re- 
inforced concrete slab conforming with Government 
requirements for Grade ‘A’ air-raid protection and 
designed to withstand a load of 1,400 Ib. per sq. ft. 

This building has recently been purchased by the 
Legal and General Assurance Society, Ltd. 

Structure : Reinforced concrete frame on con- 
tinuous slab foundation. Rectangular columns cast 
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DEVELOPED CROSS 
SECTION AA 


Scale: | in. =64 ft. 





Wings B and C, internal court Wing C on Love-lane 


in situ with main beams, comprising twin prestressed 
units with in situ centre core. Edge beams in situ and 
precast. Structural floor average bay size, 18 ft. 0 in. 
by 24 ft. 0 in., precast prestressed units at 17 in. 
centres with clay hollow tile infilling, finished with 
21-in. reinforced structural screed, total structural 
thickness, 7} in. Staircase landings in situ with stair 
flights precast. All prestressed units and stair flights 
precast in works and transported to site. * Aqualite’ 
tanking to basement slab and walls. 

External Walls: Generally to road frontages 
9-in. brick backing with 33-in. thick whitbed Portland 
stone facing up to fifth floor and multi-coloured 
facing bricks above. Continuous bonding course at 
floor levels 12 in. wide in Portland roach stone. 
Stone facing pointed in black cement to emphasise 
jointing pattern. 

Plinth in Rublisaw tooled and polished granite. 
Courtyard walls 1l-in. cavity with outer 43-in. skin 
in golden facings ; special 1}-in. wide slip bricks 
covering concrete edge beams. 

Roofs: Flat roofs insulated with 2-in. minimum 
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thickness foam slag screed, laid to falls, a basdrol 
covered with asphalt on felt and finished < 

MH z= ik achec > ilec j 
with 4-in. thick asbestos tiles. Pitched ‘\ 68 deen ele 
roof to tank tower covered copper sheeting. i Nt 






Courtyard: Reinforced concrete  sus- 


pended slab with asphalt membrane and ee ae el | 
granited asphalt topping. A. georgian cos 
Be 4 


External Finishes : Free standing columns | 
on Gresham-street frontage faced in Ash- 
burton marble with rock-faced granite 


facing to wall behind. 
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Windows : Galvanised steel frames in aieaie + SECTION BB 


special section aluminium sub-frame fixed 
flush with external face of wall. Ground- 
floor windows on Gresham-street frontage if | | ne 































in bronze. 
1 \ tove enamelled 
Fountain : Cut out of a solid block of (———__———_- pp at et 
. : : . — dronze sections oke stee 
Light Shap granite with fine axed finish. off at top / Nat Ya M9 1 
' i ape 24 110 
Internal: Main Entrance. Unstopped / | \& } 
polished Travertine marble wall facing | J} = 4 georgian cast glass 
slabs with return wall in polished Derby- \ + 
j H 4 \ 4 P bronze. angle frame with screwed - 
dene. Floor paving in travertine and We + fixing bead 
Gabria marble. Timber panelled false ee ee ae ; 
eae ° ‘ > | —handrail——> > 
ceiling in Mansonia walnut and sycamore N A Ket side of string il \ 
veneer. Column sheathed in bronze. ae ce CORNER STANDARD . PLAN OF | INTERMEDIATE STANDARD u 
Armour plate doors in glazed screen with TM | a 
extruded section bronze frame. Timber . = db twenice: epee sh 


A | i screwed fixing bead 


doors and frames in Mansonia walnut. | | | 


Subsidiary Entrances. Walls unstopped 

polished Travertine marble facing with Wie od stove enamelled 

Travertine paving and Gabria marble insets. 

Fibrous plaster false ceiling with concealed 

cold cathode lighting. Armour plate doors | 

and side screens in bronze frames. Timber L_———y 

doors and frames in Mansonia walnut. 
Main Staircases and Lift Lobbies. Ter- ta te. 

razzo floor and dado, 7 ft. 0 in. high divided 74 

into 2 ft. 0 in. panels with brass strip insets. 
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Precast terrazzo treads and risers. Bronze { 

framed balustrade with stove-enamelled : : ' 

. ee ee at SO SECTION BB 

standards and Georgian cast glass panels. * "i ta | | 
j ~ ic “ terra travertine casing to 

Door and frames in Mansonia walnut. errazzo| ar wa ee 


and terrazzo dado to door height with | 
4—well | line 


Tor ; 
Lavatories. Precast terrazzo floor tiles 6 ai 
plaster painted above. Precast terrazzo am | 
W.C. partitions. ‘ 
| 


: ine of concrete 
Office Areas: Floor screeded only to J a | — 
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QUARTER FULL SIZE DETAIL OF 
separately by the general contractors. MAIN STAIRCASE BALUSTRADING 


Services : Low-pressure hot-water heat- 
ing system with three oil-fired ‘ Super- 














receive floor finishes to individual require- | 
ments of tenants. Walls and _ ceilings I 
plastered. Tenants internal sub-division —n a a tm 
of areas and finishes were carried out 
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The entrance hall in 
Wing B, entered from the 
underpass in Wing C 


Offices, 
Gresham Street, 


London, EC2 


The main entrance at 
the junction of Wings A and B, 
leading into Gresham-street 





Economic’ boilers serving radiators in office 
areas, concealed convectors in lift lobbies and 
forced draught convectors in entrance halls. 
Plenum and _ extract ventilation to basement 
cafeteria and kitchen. Extract ventilation from 
principals’ lavatories and lavatory incinerators. 
Fully automatic softening plant for soft-water supply 
to lavatories. Three-way metal under-floor ducting 
for wiring to power plugs, telephones and bells, giving 
maximum possible flexibility to suit tenants’ local 
wiring. Watertight socket outlets provided on terraces 
and main roof for floodlighting. Seven passenger 
lifts, each of 16-person capacity, speed 350 ft. per 
minute with fully automatic collective signal control. 
Goods lift serving basement and tea kitchens on each 
floor. 
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THE RIBA DINNER 


President’s Suggestion for Overseas Conferences 


‘PEAKING at the annual dinner of the 
S Royal Institute of British Architects, 
held at the Dorchester Hotel, Wl, on 
February 27, the President, MR. 
KENNETH M. B. Cross, MA, said that in 
order to maintain contact with the grow- 
ing bodies of architects in Common- 
wealth countries, it might be necessary 
for the Royal Institute to hold con- 
ferences overseas, 1n such places as 
Malaya, Australia or Canada, every two 
or three years. 

Mr. Cross, who was proposing the 
toast of ‘Her Majesty's Government, 
referred to the fact that Mr. Henry 
Brooke, the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, was unable to be 
present on this occasion, when he was to 
have responded to the toast, but that 
Dame Evelyn Sharp, DBE, Permanent 
Secretary to the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, was to take his place. 
He thought, therefore, that it would be 
appropriate for him to amend the toast to 
‘HM Government and the Civil Service. 


Continuing, Mr. Cross said that the 
Royal Institute’s relations with HM 
Government ‘continue to be friendly, 
although, of course, architects would like 
to have a little more petrol so that they 
could occasionally get to see their build- 
ings that were going up! They were also 
concerned about the ‘ intolerable level of 
direct taxation,” which made it appear 
that the Government wished to liquidate 
the professional classes. 


The speaker went on to trace the long 
history of the Royal Institute since its 
founding in 1834, and digressed enter- 
tainingly on some snippets of Victoriana 
culled from the late Princess Marie 
Louise’s recent book. 

Policy of Expansion 

Returning to more recent events, Mr. 
Cross referred to the growth of large 
numbers of «architectural societies and 
bodies overseas, which had in _ turn 
led to the problems of education and 
regulations in different places where 
different qualifications and standards 
were required. This led him to the 
conclusion that either the RIBA must 
resolve to pursue a policy of expansion 
with the allied societies overseas or else 
confine its activities to the British Isles. 
He himself strongly favoured expansion, 
for he was sure that the Royal Institute 
had a part to play in giving education 
and guidance to the less developed 
peoples overseas. 


There was also the question posed by 
the desire of a number of the younger 
architects in this country to emigrate, 
because they felt that, with our high 
taxation, the returns to be looked for 
here were insufficient. All this meant 
that it might be necessary in the future 
lo establish overseas conferences, meet- 
Ing every two or three years in such 
Places as Malaya, Australia or Canada. 
It was with such ideas in mind that he 
was to set forth on March 20 to establish 


personal contacts with overseas archi- 
tects in the Commonwealth, ending with 
a visit to the USA to participate in the 
celebrations of the American Institute of 
Architects. 


DAME EVELYN SHARP, in her response, 
said that the problem of the control of 
architecture was one of the most diffi- 
cult conceptions. For the last 10 years 
she had been writing speeches for suc- 
cessive Ministers for use on the occasion 
of the RIBA dinner dealing with this 
point, but none of them had taken it 
up, and she was therefore going to deal 
with it tonight! It was extremely doubt- 
ful, she thought, if public control of 
architecture was worth while, and she her- 
self would like to leave architecture to 
the architects to produce the kind of 
building they liked and as high as they 
liked. She was so afraid that public con- 
trol of architecture, even by the highest 
in the land—and by that she meant the 
Royal Fine Art Commission !—would 
end by suppressing ali initiative and 
enterprise in design. 


An Easier Wicket 

Since the war, she continued, archi- 
tects in this country had, in her opinion, 
done extremely well in three fields—in 
local authority housing, in educational 
buildings and in the industrial field. Why 
was this ? She believed it was because 
in these fields the architect was compara- 
tively free from public control in the 
design of his buildings. 


The proposer of the *‘ Guests’ on these 
occasions has a difficult task if he is 
sufficiently conscientious to include all 
the eminent people present who come 
into this category without giving merely 
a string of names, and PROFESSOR SIR 
WILLIAM Hoctrorp, PPTPI, FRIBA, 
whose task it was on this occasion, 
acquitted himself well. 


Sir JOHN CocKcRoFT, OM, director of 
the Atomic Energy Research Establish- 
ment, who responded, was on a much 
easier wicket. Referring to the problem 
of fitting ‘the great new nuclear power 
stations’ into the English countryside, 
he said that this was increased by the 
fact that such power stations needed a 
great deal of water for their operation, 
and they therefore had to be sited on the 
coast or on estuaries. It was a problem 
that called for co-operation between the 
architect and the engineer. 


Continuing, Sir John said that it ought 
to be possible to fit these great modern 
buildings into the landscape without 
destroying it, in the same way that the 
castles and forts of medieval times 
appealed to the eye, and so that future 
generations would look on them with 
awe, as we looked on our ancient castles 
and abbeys. 

A similar problem had to be faced 
in the construction of the new motor 
roads that would be needed, but he sug- 
gested that they too could be so sited 
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and aligned so as to enhance the land- 
scape, and in this we had many good 
examples in America. We also had the 
challenge of building the new universities 
and technical colleges that the times 
demanded, and he hoped that this would 
be met by buildings that were represen- 
tative of the modern age and not of the 
past. 


Among those present were: 


Earl Attlee; Miss Jenifer Cross; HE the 
High Commissioner for Canada and Mrs. 
Robertson; HE the High Commissioner for 
the Commonwealth of Australia and Lady 
Harrison ; HE the High Commissioner for South 
Africa and Mrs. Holloway; HE the French 
Ambassador and Mme. Chauvel; HE the 
Finnish Ambassador and Mme. Tuomioja; 
Lord and Lady Citrine; HE the High Com- 
missioner for Ceylon (Sir Claude Corea); Lady 
Cockcroft; Alderman and Sheriff F. A. Hoare 
and Mrs. Hoare; Sir George Pepler; the 
Deputy Chairman of the London County 
Council (Lady Pepler); Lady Holford; Sheriff 
Sir James Miller and Lady Miller; the Rt. 
Hon. R. H. Turton, MP, and Mrs. Turton; Sir 
Edward Muir; Sir Edwin and Lady Herbert: 
the Mayor of St. Marylebone and Mrs. Robert 
Sharp; Sir Howard Robertson; Sir Eric Seal. 


Sir John and Lady Balfour; Sir Thomas and 
Lady Bennett; the Hon. Lionel Brett: Sir 
Richard and Lady Coppock; Sir Harold and 
Lady Emmerson; Mr. and Mrs. S. F. S. 
Hearder; Brig. C. Kirk and Mrs. Kirk; Mr. 
and Mrs. W. Kirby Laing; Major-General 
Cyril Lloyd and Mrs. Lloyd ; Col. J. B. Marks; 
Sir Edward and Lady Maufe; H. A. Ackland: 
H. J. W. Alexander; Walter C. Andrews; Ove 
Arup; Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Aslin; Mr. and 
Mrs. Hubert Bennett; Mr. Philip Bennett: 
Mr. and Mrs. Humphrey Boardman: R. O. 
Bond; Mr. and Mrs. A. T. Bradford; Mr. 
and Mrs. D. L. Bridgwater; Mr. and Mrs. 
W. E. A. Bull; Vincent Burr; T. Nelson Cart- 
wright; Mr. and Mrs. Harold Conolly; Mr. 
and Mrs. Clifford Culpin; S. E. T. Cusdin; 
Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Ellis; Mr. and Mrs. R. E. 
Enthoven; Mr. and Mrs. C. T. Every; Mr. and 
Mrs. J. H. Forshaw; Mr. and Mrs. R. O. 
Foster ; E. Maxwell Fry; Mrs. Molly Gerrard : 
Laurence M. Gotch; Mr. and Mrs. Gontran 
Goulden; Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Grosvenor: 
R. D. Hammett; Mr. and Mrs. W. O. Hart: 
Everard Haynes; Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Henniker; Mr. and Mrs. J. Kenneth Hicks: 
Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Horn; Mr. and Mrs. W. F. 
Howard; Cecil Howitt; Mr. and Mrs. Leonard 
C. Howitt. 


Mr. and Mrs. S. A. W. Johnson-Marshall : 
Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Knapp-Fisher: Oliver 
Law; Mr. and Mrs. Ian M. Leslie: Mr. and 
Mrs. Howard V. Lobb: Mr. and Mrs. E. D. 
Lyons; E. D. Jefferiss Mathews: Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul V. Mauger: Mr. and Mrs. S. W. Milburn: 
J. H. Mills; Thomas Mitchell: Noel Mus- 
grave; C. A. R. Norton; E. H. Palmer: Philip 
Pank; Mr. and Mrs. David Woodbine Parish : 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Playne: Mr. Denis 
Poulton: Mr. and Mrs. W. Eric Rice: W. H. 
Scanlan; E. C. Scherrer; Mr. and Mrs. T. E. 
Scott; Mr. and Mrs. Peter Shepheard: Mrs. 
Jean Sheppard: Mr. Richard H. Sheppard: 
Mr. and Mrs. T. W. Snailum: Miss B. Solly: 


Professor Basil and Mrs. Spence; C. D. 
Spragg: Mr. and Mrs. M. H. Thackray; Mr. 
and Mrs. R. H. Uren; Mr. and Mrs. H. J. 
Venning; Austin Vernon; Russell G. D 


Vernon; Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Walden: Mr. and 
Mrs. Bryan Westwood: Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Wheeler; B. A. P. Winton-Lewis. 


Westminster Abbey Gift 


A DONATION of £30,000 towards the 
cost of restoring the lead roofs of West- 
minster Abbey has been received by the 
Dean and Chapter from the Common- 
wealth mining companies of Broken Hill, 
New South Wales, and the Consolidated 
Mining and Smelting Company of 
Canada. Almost all the lead on the roofs 
needs stripping, recasting and relaying. 
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DIRECTORS’ SUITE for Newcastle United AFC, 


HE clients required a new suite of rooms to 
enlarge the facilities for directors, guest 


directors and guests. Improved quarters for 


referees and linesmen were also required to- 
gether with new public lavatories at second-floor 
level. It was decided to site the new rooms on 
the same level as the directors’ box to facilitate 
the serving of quick refreshments during the 
limited period available at half-time. 

The new accommodation required was as 
follows: (1) Directors’ private room; (2) directors’ 
guest room; (3) kitchen and lavatories to serve 
both these rooms; (4) new entrance hall and 
staircase; (5) new ground-floor kitchen to serve 
existing directors’ rooms which were to be 
preserved, and (6) new linesmen’s and referees’ 
accommodation. 

As the work had to be completed in 14 weeks 
and had to be phased to fit in with home matches 
during this period, it was decided to design a 
timber structure supported on a steel frame; 
the existing stand is of similar construction. 

Finishes: External cladding is mahogany 


The extension at night 


Newcastle upon Tyne 


B. C. JONES, ARIBA, AMTPI 


Regional Staff Architect, George Wimpey & Co., Ltd, 


GEORGE WIMPEY & Co., Ltd. 
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vertical boarding. The feature board- 
ing to new rooms is Parana pine. The 
hardwood floors are in Keruing, and 
the staircase is mahogany. Hard- 
board skirtings are in mahogany; the 
entrance hall floors are in ivory 
terrazzo with brass dividing strips. 
Feature panels to the main entrance 
are precast concrete. There is an 
acoustic tile ceiling to the entrance 
hall, and vermiculite plaster was used 
throughout. Roof covering: three 
layers asbestos base felt ; final layer, 
green mineral finish. 


td. 
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Directors’ Suite 


Newcastle 


Subcontractors 
& Suppliers :— 


Steelwork, Vickers Armstrong, 
Ltd.; joinery, John Porter and Co., 
Ltd.; plasterer, Dixon’s of 
Gateshead; plumber, John M. 
Bilclough, Ltd.; painter, R. A. 
McKenzie and Sons, Ltd.; Thermo- 
plastic floor tiles and hardwood 
floors, Rowan and Boden, Ltd.; 
terrazzo flooring, Toffolo Jackson 
and Co., Ltd.; electrician, Fletcher 
Bros.; ‘ Built-in ’ furniture, Robson 
and ‘Sons; Ltd..and: C.. H. N. 
Sabiston and Co., Ltd.;: name 
plates, E. H. Thew, Ltd.; glazier, 
C. W. Wilson (Sunderland), Ltd.; 
armour plate doors, Pilkington 
Bros., Ltd.; precast concrete, Ben- 
sham Stone and Concrete Co., Ltd.; 
ironwork (staircases, balustrades, 
railings, etc.), Selborne Engineering 
Co., Ltd.; ‘Built up’ roofing, 
Magnus Asphalte Co., Ltd.; dome 
lights, Greenwood Airvac, Ltd. 


The main staircase 


Two views of the guests’ room 






































THE BUILDER 





March 8 1957 


























N 


‘Pla 


B 


build 
Assis 
ama 
site t 
lete 
net 
sultat 
Qua 
tects 
the 
from 
You 
by th 
put b 
Th 
page 
enorn 
buildi 
build 
ing te 
is to 
into t 
owne 
mem 
ties a 
are re 
one k 
Scho 
AL 
sevent 
is no 
a ne 
Cecil 
tion is 
origin: 
been 
originz 
was b 
1697 f 
father 
The D 
the Bo 
Succ 
disting 
of Cu 
house 
the eig 
portrai 
parts. 
Thome 
west 
there ¢ 
are all 
of the 
Robert 
also li 
erectio 
in 1906 
by the 
the ar 
design 
Captai 
Marsei 
contrac 
Higgs ; 
Messrs. 


Buildi 


ARCH 
past re 
these d 
must b 











ARIANA, ere i rue ex it ant ntadunsctic INOS 


THE BUILDER March 8 1957 


NOTES OF THE WEEK 
(Continued from page 440.) 


‘Plan Before You Build’ 


BUILDING owners, those incorrigible 
people without whom architects and 
builders would be drawing National 
Assistance, are still convinced almost to 
a man that the sooner work starts on the 
site the sooner the building will be com- 
pleted. However, thanks to some good 
work behind the scenes by the Joint Con- 
sultative Committee of Architects, 
Quantity Surveyors and Builders, archi- 


tects and builders who have to argue to, 


the contrary may draw moral support 
from a useful pamphlet, * Plan Before 
You Build, which has just been issued 
by the Committee as ‘a guide for all who 
put building work in hand.’ 

The pamphlet, which is summarised on 
page 444, briefly but cogently sets out the 
enormous advantages, equally for the 
building owner as for the architect, 
builder and other members of the build- 
ing team, of proper preplanning, and it 
is to be hoped that it will find its way 
into the hands of all types of building 
owners, not the least important being the 
members of committees of local authori- 
ties and other official bodies, who to-day 
are responsible for so much building of 
one kind or another. 


Schomberg House 


ALTHOUGH Schomberg House, the late 
seventeenth-century building in Pall Mall, 
is now being demolished to make way for 
a new block of offices designed by Mr. 
Cecil H. Elsom, FRIBA, the old eleva- 
tion is to be retained and restored to its 
original form, about a third of it having 
been destroyed in the 1850's. Known 
originally as Portland House, the mansion 
was built in 1666 but reconstructed in 
1697 for the Duke of Schomberg, whose 
father came over with William of Orange. 
The Duke lost his life in the Battle of 
the Boyne. 

Successively occupied by numerous 
distinguished persons, including the Duke 
of Cumberland, of Culloden fame, the 
house was taken over in the latter part of 
the eighteenth century by John Astley, the 
portrait painter, who divided it into three 
parts. His mest illustrious tenant was 
Thomas Gainsborough, who occupied the 
west wing from 1775 to 1780, and died 
there after remarking to Reynolds, ‘ We 
are all going to heaven, and Van Dyck is 
of the company.’ Richard Cosway and 
Robert Bowyer, the miniature painters, 
also lived here. From 1858 up to the 
erection of the new building in Whitehall 
in 1906, Schomberg House was occupied 
by the War Office. The name of 
the architect is not known, but the 
design has been variously attributed to 
Captain Wynne, Pierre Ruget of 
Marseilles, and Daniel Marot. The 
contractors for the rebuilding are Messrs. 
Higgs and Hill, Ltd., the letting agents 
Messrs. Moss and Partners. 


Building for Agriculture 
ARCHITECTURE on the farm has for long 
past received little consideration, but in 
these days when expensive machinery 
must be protected, well-designed perma- 


nent storage is essential. Such construc- 
tion is likely to become widespread when 
the new Government grant begins to 
operate. 

The March issue of Farm Mechani- 
zation contains an illustrated article by 
Mr. Kenneth S. Lycett, ARIBA, who 
discusses the basic requirements of such 
accommodation, and gives details of a 
unit type construction for farm buildings 
which can be used not only for implement 
storage, but can quickly be transformed 
into a yard or shed for livestock. 


Hostels for Students 


Ir HAS always been recognised at the 
older universities that students are 
unlikely to benefit fully from their studies 
if they have to live out during the whole 
of their training. It is therefore welcome 
that, at a time when this country will 
stand or fall by the quality of its tech- 
nicians, the Minister of Education, Lord 
Hailsham, should ask local education 
authorities to consider the provision of 
hostel accommodation at certain technical 
colleges. 

At present there are very few hostels 
attached to these colleges and more must 
be established. They are needed, says the 
Minister, to give some of the more 
advanced students, such as those study- 
ing for the Diploma in Technology, the 
experience of a period of residence at 
college, and also to provide for students 
who can attend the college only by living 
away from home. 

The initial aim should be to allow each 
student at a college of advanced tech- 
nology to be in residence for at least 
a year of a full-time course or for one 
academic session of a sandwich course. 
Hostels catering for between 50 and 150 
students are recommended. 
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News of the Week 
Bridges in Reinforced Concrete 
JDOTT. ING. RICCARDO MOR- 

ANDI, the eminent Italian civil 
engineer, is visiting this country at the 
invitation of the Joint Committee on 
Structural Concrete. At 6 p.m. on Tues- 
day, March 19, he will present a paper 
entitled ‘Modern conceptions in the 
planning of bridges in reinforced concrete 
and in prestressed concrete’ at the Royal 
Empire Society, 18, Northumberland- 
avenue, WC2. 

Doctor Morandi was born in Rome in 
1902. He is the originator of the system 
of prestressing which bears his name, and 
has gained an international reputation for 
the outstanding quality of his designs. A 
notable example of bis work in bridge 
design is the new prestressed ‘* Ponte 
Amerigo Vespucci’ over the Arno at 
Florence. Doctor Morandi’s work outside 
Italy includes the new reinforced concrete 
bridge over the Storms river in South 
Africa, completed in 1955, and the pre- 
stressed ‘Nueva Republica’ viaduct in 
Caracas, Venezuela, constructed in 1954. 

Tickets for the lecture may be obtained 
on application to: Mr. P. Gooding, Joint 
Secretary, The Joint Committee on Struc- 
tural Concrete, Terminal House, Gros- 
venor-gardens, London, SW1. 


Tenders for ABS Homes 


THe Architects’ Benevolent Society 
intend to commence building at East 
Horsley, Surrey, next April, six old folks’ 
bungalows, a Warden’s house and a small 
Meeting Room. In order that a suitable 
short list of tenderers may be drawn up, 
contractors are invited to submit particu- 
lars of similar work executed by them, 
with the names of the architects to whom 


SCHOMBERG HOUSE, PALL MALL.—Seen above is a drawing of the refacing pro- 


posed for Schomberg House which will restore it to its original form. 


(See Note.) 
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NEWSPAPER OFFICE, ADELAIDE: Tne present building on corner of Waymouth- 
and King William-streets, Adelaide, S. Australia, which has been occupied for the past 
88 years by * The Advertiser’ is shortly to be demolished and a new office block for 
the newspaper erected. A design by the architects, Woods, Bagot, Laybourne-Smith 
and Irwin, for the building is shown above. 111 ft. high, it will be faced with aluminium 
and white South Australian marble, and a roof superstructure designed for use by heli- 
copters (anticipating the day when newsgathering by helicopter may be current practice) 
is planned. A start on construction is expected towards the end of this year. 





COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, MARCH ll. Institution of Civil Engineers, Great George-st., 
ARCHITECTURAL AssocIATION.—Exhibition of SWI. 5.30 p.m. 
new work in concrete, plaster and ceramics. By ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.— Sweden and 


Steven Sykes. 34-36, Bedford-sq., WC1. Daily Ralph Erskine.’ By M. J. S: Andrews, 34, 
9.30-12, 2.30-6; Saturday 9.30-12. (Continuing Bedford-sqg., WC1. 6.15 p.m. 

; sa 
wnt Btarch 22.) THURSDAY, MARCH 14. 


TUESDAY. MARCH 12. WESTMINSTER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.— 
: ‘Brains Trust’ on European Common Market. 


INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS (London ae Direadalles ; 
paantn)—" haperts * Daaming Law,” By i. pp tiowenas a eae 
“*hevascse : -ectere eT : A SNG - - 
Chevasse, BA. 98, Gloucester-pl., WI, 6.30 p.m. * Structural Problems Connected with Palletisa- 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13. tion. By Mr. B. Scruby, MIStructE. 11, Upper 
ae : ‘ fs ; _  Belgrave-st., SWI. 5.55 p.m. 
LCC HAMMERSMITH SCHOOL OF BUILDING = . aes 
AND ARTS AND CraAFts.—Exhibition of appren- ELectric LAMp MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIA- 


tices’ work: Painting, plastering and decorating. T!ON.—Lighting Conference. 2: * Lighted and 


Lime Grove, W12. 9.30 a.m.-4.30 p.m. (Held Luminous Features.’ By Professor Basil Spence. 
on Ace 13. 14. 15. 18 19 and 20. ahaa 5 Lighting Service Bureau. Savoy Hill, WC2. 
3, 14, 15, 18, 19 and 20, . gam 


‘OMBUSTION =NGINEERING SSOC N.— . . 
ComBUSTIO ENGINEERING — ASSOCIATIO TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION. 


Meeting and discussion. ‘* Comparison of Con- 


: : tae —‘ Planning in London is Unsatisfactory.’ By 
ventional Space Heating Systems. By J : a ‘pda! a 
Kell. ‘Space Heating by Direct Combustion.’ Mr. P. Self. 28, King-st., WC2. 6 p.m. 
By F. J. Strong. 6, Duke-st.. SWI. 10.30 a.m. SATURDAY, MARCH 16. 
and 2.30 p.m. EccCLESIOLOGICAL Soctety.—Visit to Holy 


INSTITUTE OF FuEL.— The Work of BCURA Trinity Church, Marylebone, and Marylebone 
on the Coking Stoker,’ by M. V. Murray. Parish Church. 3 p.m. 
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reference may be made. Applications 
should be submitted by March 14 to Mr. 
Clifford Culpin, FRIBA, 39, Doughty. 
street, London, WC1. 


Land Values and Planning 


A CALL for the more intensive study of 
the effects on property values of develop. 
ment plans was made by Mr. James 
Kegie, FRICS, MTPI, County Planning 
Officer, Monmouthshire, in a paper on 
‘ The Definition, Designation and Alloca- 
tion of Land in Development Plans,’ read 
at a meeting of the RICS on March 4. 

Mr. Kegie said: * Most of those prac- 
tising in town and country planning have 
long recognised the effects on property 
values of proposals of their authority 
relating to the definition, designation and 
allocation of land in development plans, 
I feel, however, that there is great need 
for more intensive research and study on 
this subject. A land values map should be 
one of the basic survey maps used in the 
preparation of the plan. Land values in 
themselves will not of necessity determine 
every aspect of the plan, but a plan that 
has regard to these considerations is more 
likely to be implemented than one that 
ignores them.’ 


LMBA Nominee 


Mr. PuHitip SMALLWoopD, FIOB, has 
been appointed to the governing body of 
the South-East London Technical College 
on the nomination of the London Master 
Builders’ Association. Mr. Smallwood, a 
director of Frederick Smith and Co. 
(Builders), Ltd., is a Past-President of the 
LMBA. 


Appointments 


LONDON UNIVERSITY have appointed 
Professor J. L. Martin, FRIBA, to pre- 
pare a comprehensive outline plan for the 
future development of the university pre- 
cinct in Bloomsbury. 

MAJOR-GENERAL G. L. S. HaAwkINs, 
CB, MC, Regional Director of the 
Ministry of Works at Reading, is to retire 
on April 1. He will be succeeded by Mr. 
G. H. M. Williams, at present Regional 
Director at Nottingham. 

Mr. GeEorGE WILLIAMS, a senior 
industrial officer of the Council of 
Industrial Design, has been appointed 
design officer to the British Transport 
Commission as from May | next. 

Mr. B. PEARSON, assistant planning 
officer to Hull Corporation, has been 
appointed an inspector to the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government. 

To Visit Greece 

Mr. EVELYN FREETH, ARIBA, prin- 
cipal of the Royal West of England 
Academy School of Architecture, has 
been invited by the British School of 
Archaeology in Athens to visit Greece 
for the purpose of conducting a survey 
and producing plans of the ancient 
Palace of Minos. 


Professional Announcements 


Messrs. CoL_cuTT AND Hamp, F AA.RIBA, 
announce that as from March 18 their office 
address will be 86, Prince Albert-rd., Regents 
Park. NW8 (tel.: Primrose 5157 (3 lines)). 

Messrs. MERCER AND MILER, FF.RICS, 
chartered quantity surveyors, of 30, Gloucester- 
pl., London, WI, state that their telephone 
number is now Hunter 0497 (4 lines). 
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PROM ‘THE BUILDER’ OF 1857 
Saturday, March 7, 1857 

SMOKE AND THE NEW HOUSES. OF 
PARLIAMENT.—There are *“ Smoke-consum- 
ing Acts, “smoke-burning patents,’ and 
‘smoke-burning orders,’ and fines for 
allowing smoke. Smoke is, however, 
neither ‘ burned,’ * prevented,’ nor ‘ fined,’ 
—that is, all the cases, and some of the 
most notorious which occur, are not so 
dealt with. Smoke is made by law- 
makers and fine-enforcers in defiance of 
the good old proverb which says—and 
we confess, with some show of justice— 
that “Law-makers should not be law- 
breakers. Let any one of the three 
peers of the blood royal, the two arch- 
bishops, the twenty dukes, the twenty- 
one marquises, the 111 earls, the twenty- 
two viscounts, the twenty-four bishops, 
the 202 barons, the sixteen representative 
peers of Scotland, the twenty-eight repre- 
sentative peers for Ireland, the four Irish 
representative prelates, the officers of the 
House of Peers, the 496 members for 
England and Wales and the fifty-three 
members for Scotland, and the 105 
members for Ireland, just look at their 
own smoke-making, and say if the British 
Houses of Parliament have any right to 
make laws against the _ intolerable 
nuisance, smoke.—From ai article. 





Carlton Hotel, Haymarket. 





The 


NEW ZEALAND HOUSE, LONDON: 
Zealand Government has accepted the design shown 
above for its new headquarters proposed on the site of the 


Prepared by Professor 
Robert Matthew, CBE, ARIBA, it shows a rectangular 
tower 204 ft. high, and replaces an earlier design which 
was adversely commented upon by the Royal Fine Art A 
Commission, which has declared its opposition to any 
form of tower block on this particular site. 
illustrated now awaits the formal decision of the Crown 
Estates Commissioners who approve in principle 


The design 
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A European Free Trade Area 


HOW WILL THE BUILDING INDUSTRY FARE ? 


By JOSSLEYN HENNESSY, MA (Oxon), Author of ‘The European 
Common Market—What Will it Mean to You?’ * 


TIYHE essence of the proposals for a 
European free trade area is that as 
many European countries as_ possible, 
together with the vast French overseas 
territories stretching all the way from the 
west coast of Africa to the Sudan in the 
east, should, with the UK, form an area 
in which all tariffs, except those on 
agricultural products, would be abolished 
in carefully phased steps over a period of 
twelve to fifteen years. The object of 
this phasing is to enable such re-adapta- 
tions of national industries as may 
become necessary to take place with the 
maximum smoothness. Member countries 
would retain their existing tariffs against 
all non-members. 
A * Sheltered’ Industry] 
How would these proposals affect the 
building industry? Economists include 


building among the (somewhat crudely) 
so-called * sheltered ° industries which are, 


in normal times, virtually unaffected 
-—————— directly by foreign com- 
petition. But, as every 

builder knows, that does not 

mean that the building 

industry is automatically 

prosperous in all circum- 


stances. The prosperity of 
any * sheltered’ industry rises 
and falls with the prosperity 
of the nation as a whole. Ulti- 
mately Britain’s prosperity 
depends on the competitive 
abilities of her export 
industries including — ser- 
vices such as banking and 
insurance—as Well as manu- 
racturers, such as engineer- 
ing and electrical goods, by 
which we pay our way. 
Whether, therefore, you 
believe that the building 


industry will benefit by the 
creation of a Eurovean free 
trade area depends’ on 


whether you share the pub 
licly expressed conviction of 
the British Government, of 
Her Majesty's Opposition. 
and of a great many leaders 
in industry and in the trade 
unions, that the creation of a 
European ‘home’ market 
including 250 million con- 
sumers (or more with the 
French African territories). 
as compared with 160 
millions in the USA and 200 
millions in the USSR. will 
make for steadily continuing 
full employment and for a 
faster rise in the prosperity 
of each member country. 

recent analysis’ of 
government and __ industrial 
opinion throughout Europe 
revealed that a majority be- 
lieve that a common market 


New 


will lead to rising living standards, be- 
cause it will enable the fullest advantage 
to be taken of mass production, auto- 
mation, and atomic power. The minority 
of hesitants are the agricultural export- 
ing countries which, very naturally, feel 
alarmed at the proposed exclusion of the 
mainstay of their national incomes. 

The test question by which any 
industrialist can at once size up the effect 
on himself of the common market is: Do 
I belong to a highly protected industry? 
If the answer is * Yes, he is in for an 
increasingly difficult period, unless he can 
reduce his costs, raise his productivity, or 
switch to alternative lines of production 
in which he is fully competitive. (It is a 
mistake to believe that all those firms 
which cannot compete without protection 
have no alternative but to continue to 
produce the same commodity if protec- 
tion is abolished.) If the answer is ‘ No, 
he can look forward to sharing in the 
all-round expansion of the economy that 
must follow if the arguments in support 
of the European ‘home’ market are 
accepted. 

No doubt the building industry will be 
affected by the reduction of tariffs on 
certain of its raw materials, but the 
industry would have time to gird its loins 
to meet such competition, for, as 
explained above. such reductions would 
be phased over 12 to 15 years. It may 
be noted that ‘dumping —the selling 
abroad cheaply of a commodity sold at a 
higher price in the domestic market — 
would be contrary to the rules proposed 
for the common market in which two 
prices for the one commodity would be 
prohibited. 

It would also follow that whereas the 
‘inefficient’ manufacturer of a com- 
modity subject to foreign competition 
would be hard pressed in a free trade 
area, the ‘inefficient’ builder (if the 
existence of such an improbable person 
can be admitted!) would survive better 
in a free trade area, since with a higher 
degree of national prosperity, the 
marginal firm, which is only just getting 
by. would enjoy a bigger margin. 

A Critical View 

The one thoroughly critical view of the 
free trade area that I have come across 
was the broadcast by Professor Kahn of 
Cambridge, published in The Listener of 
February 28. But sceptical though he is 
of the claims made for the free trade 
area, the professor admits that Britain’s 
position would be far worse if we stayed 
out than if we joined. 

I conclude that, on a pessimistic view, 
many British industries will fare far 
worse than building, and, on an optimistic 
view, the industry should rejoice at the 
prospect of a free trade area. 


* Published by the Westminster Chamber of 
Commerce, Price 3s. 
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‘Wherefore Art Thou, Romeo?’ 


THE BALCONY UNDER THE 


Q)NE of history’s disillusionments is 

that the legendary Capulet versus 
Montague feud which prompted Juliet’s 
famous question to Romeo is apocryphal, 
the two clans being in fact closer allies 
than suited Shakespeare’s book. If Juliet 
asked it at all, she therefore probably 
meant ‘Why are you down there, while 
I’m up here?’ thus recording the first 
protest against flats as family dwellings, 
particularly when there are unmarried 
daughters and love flies in at the window. 


The ill-starred pair were, however, for- 
tunate in at least having a balcony to 
facilitate such unmonitored telecom- 
munications, and that would have 
remained one of its primary functions—if 
opera and musical comedy were to be 
believed. But more is expected of archi- 
tecture today than the setting for 
romance, and the balcony has ‘ gone 
places’ far removed from Verona. 


‘Agonising Reappraisals’ 


Post-war domestic design is showing 
everywhere a notable unanimity in flats 
and maisonettes. This is perhaps partly 
because this formula is not yet so popu- 
larly assimilated as to exhibit much 
national or regional character. But the 
main reason, one suspects, is that its 
component parts are still in prototype. 
For instance, for certain family activities 
bulging beyond the immediate confines 
of the dwelling, no more satisfactory 
substitute for the surrounding garden has 
yet been evolved than the balcony, and 
this essential is apt to impart rather the 
Same appearance to anv elevation from 
which it projects, or into which it is 
recessed, whatever its nationality. 

Of course, nobody but a cad (or a rivai 
architect) would suggest that the architect 
regards balconies soieiv as a means of 
lending some ‘textural and recessional 
interest ’ to an otherwise slabby assembly 
of stock bricks and standard windows. 
But whatever his intentions. it is high 
time the actual use to which balconies 
are put be examined even if this entails 
some agonising reappraisals of the pan- 
European scene. 

The London County Council has now 
released extracts from the report result- 
ing froma survey undertaken by its 
Architect’s Department to enable the 
Director of Housing to advise his Com- 
mittee of the views of tenants about the 
use of private balconies in flats and 
maisonettes on LCC estates. This shrewd 
and sensible document represents just the 
sort of fact-finding which the present 
writer ventured to postulate in a series of 
articles published some time ago in The 
Builder. Such ‘ user research ’ can profit- 
ably form at least the basis for argument 
in which otherwise the only ammunition 
Is pure guesswork or even personal 
prejudice. At best, however, it may show 
to what degree contemporary design is 
fitting and suiting. as well as merely 
covering and sheltering contemporary 
people: and may even do this before the 
clichés which now earmark so much of it. 


MICROSCOPE 


become indelibly ingrained and difficult 
to eradicate. The ‘round the corner’ 
horizontally-glazed window is an awful 
warning! 

Inquiries among 285 London tenants 
disclosed the following uses of balconies. 
The drying of washing was the most 
popular—reguiarly by more than half, 
and never by only a fifth or less of the 
families visited (so much for romance!). 

Rather less than half sat on their 
balconies quite often, and about a fifth 
never. About a quarter of the house- 
holds with children under 15 used them 
for play regularly, but almost half of 
them never. With under five’s, however, 
those proportions were exactly reversed. 
Most families with babies (about seven 
per cent. of those visited) aired them in 
prams on their balconies. 

Only about a third grew plants where 
no window-boxes were provided, but 
over four-fifths did so when they were. 
Other incidental uses included airing 
the budgerigar and (less incidentally) 
storing the mangle, pram, or extra fuel, 
shaking mats, sawing wood, and mending 
a bicycle—in other words precisely what 
one suspects to be the purposes for which 
the average family instinctively prefers 
a house, be is never so... with garden, 
however common or...and will sacrifice 
much to get it. 

The glosses provided by the LCC report 
on its own conclusions are not without 
considerable, and constructive, value for 
architects. For instance, though a bits- 
and-pieces wash, supplementary to the 
main weekly one, is freely admitted to be 
usual, social niceties influence the matter 
of its public drying. Critical opinion 
here was strongest where balconies faced 
main roads and where visible washing 
was locally considered ‘slummy’ (so 
much for social realism!). 


A Curious Feature 


Size was to some extent a critical 
factor with sitting-out, the largest types 
(76 and 48 sq. ft. approx.) being favoured 
and the smaller (24 sq. ft.) seldom so 
used. The largest even became an out- 
door room, a table as well as chairs being 
taken there. Preoccupation with privacy 
however, contrastingly shaped other 
admitted behaviour—and no _ doubt 
explains preference for  solid-fronted 
balconies (so much for the demise of 
convention!). 

In the case of childrens’ play, gregari- 
ous instincts naturally called the elder 
ones away—either to bombed sites, lethal 
streets, or, one hopes, proper play- 
grounds, the LCC being an enlightened 
local authority. But the confidence with 
which younger ones were left on balconies 
depended largely on such factors as 
the mother’s ‘ worritability "—unless un- 
climabie railings were provided and 
heights from ground not excessive. Size 
and shape again were material here, a 
long access balcony being clearly more 
conducive to tricycle and other perilous 
point-to-points. But children with a taste 
for reading, ludo or dominoes (‘ with, 
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perhaps, parental influence’ the report 
disingenuously adds) were content with 
less footage. 

A curious feature is the wide variation 
in attitude towards the balcony principle 
by what must be similar types of tenant 
on the various estates visited. Qne 
expects some of the familiar * I don’t like 
it, Eth’ kind of reaction by our distres- 
singly numerous Rons when asked, as if 
that settled the question once for all. But 
the range was from two-thirds overall of 
those visited thinking it ‘a good idea’ to 
precisely the same fraction on one single 
estate dismissing it as ‘not much use,’ 

Planning Pointers 

The report summarises some useful 
planning pointers, but space remains here 
only for a yet further condensed extract. 
For instance, access from the kitchen 
was preferred by a large majority, sug- 
gesting primarily utilitarian purposes. 
Recessed balconies resulting in L-shaped 
living rooms were disliked. Most tenants 
thought most balconies too small, but 
wanted greater length rather than width, 
particularly if this would facilitate 
window-cleaning along the whole front- 
age. 

One congratulates a housing committee 
so well served by its architects, and 
envies architects encouraged to make 
such surveys. It is for just this sort of 
material, filtered into a form applicable 
to the planning problem, that one had 
looked to the more humanist offshoots of 
necessarily technological research institu- 
tions. Pending its emergence, it is to be 
hoped that the LCC will similarly 
examine more housing whys and where- 
fores, and give the results the widest dis- 
semination it can, for the benefit of other 
and less well-briefed authorities. 


BASIL MARRIOTT. 
VALIDITY OF CONTRACTS 


Oxfordshire Decision on use 
of Common Seal 


ALL contracts entered into for building 
work must in future be made under the 
Common Seal, Oxfordshire county general 
purposes committee has decided. 

Up to recently, writes a correspondent, 
it has never been the council’s practice to 
enter into contracts, such as building con- 
tracts, under the common seal, since these 
have always been executed on behalf of 
the council by the clerk or his deputy acting 
as agent for the council. 

In a recent *High Court case, however, 
which concerned a contract entered into on 
behalf of a borough council in accordance 
with its standing orders, but not under the 
common seal, it was held that it was not 
enforceable by or against the corporation. 

Commenting on this, the committee states: 
‘This decision does not apply to contracts 
relating to trivial matters of daily occurrence 
or urgent necessity, but it does appear to 
mean that all major contracts such as those 
relating to the building of schools, except 
possibly those for minor works of an 
amount under £50 or so, should be under 
the common seal.’ 


*Romford Corporation v. A. R. Wright and 


Son. Heard in the Queen’s Bench Division 
before the Lord Chief Justice on November 9, 
1956. A report of the case was published in 
The Builder of November 16 last.—Ed. 
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OBITUARY 
Pembroke Wicks, CBE 


I" is with deep regret that we record the 

death, which took place suddenly on 
February 27, of Mr. Pembroke Wicks, 
Registrar since 1936 of the Architects 
Registration Council of the United King- 
dom. He was in his 75th year. 

Born in 1882, Wicks was educated at 
King’s College School and gained the 
LLB of London University in 1907. In 
1901 he: had become private secretary to 
Sir William Ward, and in 1908 was called 
to the Bar of the Middle Temple, taking 
first-class honours in the final examina- 
tion. In 1911 he became private secretary 
to the late Lord Carson, a post which he 
held with great distinction until ‘1918 
when he was appointed an Assistant 
Secretary to the Cabinet Office, during 
which period he was seconded as personal 
assistant to Lord Beaverbrook, later 
acting as private secretary to Mr. Austen 
Chamberlain. He was made CBE in 
1922. In 1923 Wicks became private 
secretary (Parliamentary) to Lord Cur- 
zon, and a year later took over the post 
of principal assistant secretary, policy 
secretariat, Unionist Party. In 1925 he 
acted as political secretary at the 
Unionist central office, a post he held 
until 1931. He married’ Kathleen, 
daughter of Lt. Col. H. Bretiney Ternan, 
who survives him. They had two daugh- 
ters. The cremation took place on 
Monday last at Kingston crematorium. 

An Appreciation 

Mr. Sydney Tatchell, CBE, FRIBA, 
chairman of the Registration Council 
from 1935-51, writes: 

WHILST FULL JUSTICE has been paid 
elsewhere to Pembroke Wicks’ brilliant 
career in secretarial and Cabinet offices 
prior to his appointment as Registrar to 
the Architects’ Registration Council, it 
is only in retrospect that a true measure 
can be made of the invaluable services 
which he rendered for the past twenty 
years in this capacity and which were so 
suddenly terminated by his death last 
week. To this responsible position he 
brought not only his wide experience of 
men and affairs, but a judicial mind and 
sound judgment. 

The Act had been in operation but a 
short time before Wicks became Regi- 
strar, and its impact on a profession, in 
some measure hostile to any form of 
regimentation, demanded from its new 
official precisely those qualities of vision, 
tact and tolerance which he possessed 
and gave in full measure. Though the 
ship of Registration, especially in its 
early days, encountered some gales and 
heavy seas, the members of Council and 
Committees on board were able to feel 
with confidence that their imperturbable 
and unobtrusive skipper kept his steady 
hand on the wheel. 

It may therefore with truth be said that 
the smooth working of the Act in opera- 
tion during recent years is attributable to 
the wise guidance exercised by Wicks in 
the many activities of the Council which, 
In turn, has inspired the confidence of 
the whole profession. 

As a man, his charm of manner and 


his quiet sense of humour made Pem- 
broke Wicks a delightful companion, and 
those who had the privilege of his 
friendship will ever retain a fragrant 
memory of one whose _ outstanding 
characteristic throughout a long and 
brilliant career was his integrity. 
Ernest W. Pearson, FRIBA 

WE REGRET to announce the death, at 
his home at Northiam, near Rye, Sussex, 
on March 4, of Mr. Ernest Walter Pear- 
son, FRIBA. He was 76. Mr. Pearson, 
who retired from practice in 1939, began 
his architectural education at the School 
of Art, Bradford, and was afterwards 
articled to Jas. Leadingham, FRIBA. His 
earlier works included the Regent Variety 
Theatre (with shops and flats), Poole, 
Dorset; the Gaiety Cinema Theatre, 
Bournemouth; and Southbourne Con- 
gregational Church. 


ENGINEERING 
EDUCATION IN RUSSIA 
Incentives to Enter a Highly Paid 

Profession 


ITH engineering teaching the highest 
paid profession in the country, com- 
plete exemption from National Service for 
engineering students, two-shift working of a 
six-day week in many of the training estab- 
lishments, and the fact that in Russia 
engineering is so highly rewarded and 
socially acceptable that there are 3.6 appli- 
cants for every vacancy on an engineering 
course, some of the mystery of how Russia 
is training three times as many engineers as 
Great Britain per head of population is ex- 
plained. 

These facts are given in a 25,000 word 
report ‘Engineering Education in the Soviet 
Union, published on February 25, by the 
Institutions of Civil, Mechanical, and Elec- 
trical Engineers, which was prepared by a 
team of nine engineers, Jed by Professor E. 
Giffen, Professor of Civil and Mechanical 
Engineering, London University, who visited 
Russia under the auspices of the British 
Council on a fact finding mission in the 
autumn of 1956. 

* Russia is still far behind Western Europe 
and America in the amount of power avail- 
able per head of the population, and will 
not relax unti! this leeway is made up. We 
should look at engineering education in 
Russia against this background of urgency.” 
says the report. 

Nevertheless, it is clear that even were 
our rate of training engineers greater than 
in Russia (the comparative figure is 65.000 
yearly in Russia against 5.000 in Britain). we 
could not afford to be complacent, for the 
development of new ideas and new tech- 
niques in a given time is not related to the 
size of the population. 

‘If the team is not large enough or if 
their quality is not good enough, someone 
else will get there first, says the report. 

Russia finances research on an impressive 
scale. Academic staff may augment their 
already high salaries. by 50 per cent. by 
engaging in this kind of work, while some 
Government departments in Britain in their 
research contracts with universities refuse to 
allow the academic staff concerned to receive 
payment for their services. 
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While in the United Kingdom there are 
no * perquisites’ for those engaged in educa- 
tion, Russian perquisites include the avail- 
ability for teaching staffs of such things as 
motor cars, houses, and holiday accommoda- 
tion; things which would not be otherwise 
available at any price. 

Russian students are financed by stipends 
from the State. They live in large hostels 
housing as many as 1,500 to which students 
come from all parts of the Union. A not- 
able feature in the curriculum of their pro- 
fessional studies which last between 5 and 
5; years is the 250 hours spent learning 
Marxism-Leninism. 

Anxiety to make up for any deficiencies 
was evident in a request for the development 
of a system of textbook exchange with the 
United Kingdom and they are already trans- 
lating whatever suitable material they can 
obtain. 

A particularly interesting feature of the 
report is the section on women engaged in 
engineering in Russia. There, says the 
report, ‘the girls are as keen to become 
engineers as the boys, with whom they com- 
pete on level terms, both in the entrance 
examination and as students. We believe 
that many of our girls are potentially just 
as capable in engineering as boys.’ 


MONOPOLIES COMMISSION 
Board of Trade’s Annual Report 


THE Board of Trade’s annual report on 
the operation of the Monopolies and Restric- 
tive Practices Acts, 1948 and 1953, was pub- 
lished on March 1 by HMSO (price Is. 4d.). 
Chis report covers the year 1956. 

The report explains the changes made in 
the constitution and scope of the Mono- 
polies and Restrictive Practices Commission 
by the Restrictive Trade Practices Act. It 
also includes summaries of the last nine 
reports prepared before the Commission 
was reconstituted under the title of the 
Monopolies Commission as from October 31, 
1956 {these reports are those that were pub- 
lished during 1956 and the first two months 
of 1957). 

Among the references before the reconsti- 
tuted Monopoiies Commission is a reference 
under Section 12 of the 1948 Act asking 
the Commission to report whether and to 
what exteat the parties concerned have com- 
plied with the Commission’s recommenda- 
tion in their Report on the Supply of 
Imported Timber (published in 1953) that 
the agreements and undertakings by traders 
on the Approved Lists to deal only with 
each other should be abrogated and should 
not be replaced by any other arrangements 
or undertakings having similar effects 
(referred February 14, 1957). 


HOUSING PROGRESS 
REPORT 


Completions in January 


THe Housing Summary presented to Par- 
liament as a White Paper* jointly by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
and the Secretary of State for Scotland 
shows that the number of permanent houses 
completed in Great Britain during January 
was 22,748, compared with 21,269 in 
January, 1956. 
~ *Cmd. 95. Housing Summary, January 31, 
1957, HMSO, price 3d. 
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QUANTITY SURVEYING IN THE USA 


Further Comparisons between English 


and American Methods 


The following article has been written jointly by Mr. C. T. R. Kelly, 
FRICS, and Mr. D. W. Winkworth, ARICS, of Messrs. C. T. R. Kelly 
and Partners, chartered quantity surveyors, who recently paid an 
extended visit to the United States at the request of clients in order to 
establish full collaboration with American architects who have been 
appointed by their clients for schemes in British possessions overseas. 
During the visit contact was made with all sides of the building industry 
on the basis of co-operation on schemes for which the firm has prepared 
bills of quantities and on which construction is now proceeding. 


(THE visit provided the opportunity to 

make comparisons between the 
handling of building contracts in the 
USA and in the United Kingdom and to 
examine the possibility of the use of the 
English method of quantity surveying in 
America. 

The following observations, which 
might be read in conjunction with a 
recent article and correspondence in the 
columns of The Builder, on the subject 
can, for the purpose of clarity, be divided 
into three sections, namely: 


1. The handling of building contracts 
in America. 

2. The consideration of the various 
sections of the building industry. 


3. The possibility of the use of 
quantity surveying in the United 
States. 


1.—The Building Contract 


The normal practice in the USA is for 
the architect to prepare and issue a set 
of drawings as complete as possible, 
together with a very detailed specifica- 
tion to each of the contractors who are 
invited to bid for the particular scheme. 
The specification is divided into trades 
and specifically defines the work to be 
executed by each trade, and this sub- 
division is of great value to the contractor 
in obtaining bids from his sub-traders. 
On receipt of the tender documents, the 
contractor submits the relevant sections 
of the specification to sub-traders who 
take out their own quantities from the 
drawings. Similarly, the contractor 
prepares quantities for work such as 
excavation, reinforced concrete frame. 
etc., which he proposes to execute with 
his own labour. It must be appreciated 
that, in adopting this course, a very 
large number of drawings are purchased 
by each contractor and the cost of such 
purchase is added to his bid. 

Shortly before the date when bids are 
due, figures from sub-traders are gathered 
in, scrutinised, adjusted as necessarv. and 
added to the contractor’s own estimate 
and the bid finally submitted. This pro- 
cess usually takes place during the last 
24 hours before the bid has to be 
submitted. 

The bid will be a firm price and there 
is normally no provision for adiustment 
of prices should variations from the draw- 
ings be necessary, although it appears 
that occasionally a schedule of rates is 
required and provided. Provision is 
usually made for bids to give prices for 


varying types of construction and finish- 
ings, however, there being probably fifty 
‘alternates’ (as these are known) in any 
one bid. 

Contrary to the opinion held in this 
country, variations do occur and such 
variations are frequently a very signifi- 
cant part of the building contract. The 
cost value of such variations becomes 
the subject of negotiation between con- 
tractor and architect. Both client and 
architect regard variations or ‘ changes’ 
(as they are termed) with considerable 
trepidation and are quite aware that the 
cost of such variations is normally out of 
proportion to the basis on which the 
original bid was submitted. We have 
been informed that it is a frequent prac- 
tice for reputable contractors to submit 
bids at cost with the intention of making 
their profit on the changes. The final 
cost of the scheme is quite simply the 
firm price submitted by the contractor to 
which is added a negotiated extra for 
individual changes, together with such 
adjustment as is necessary by the adop- 
tion of any of the ‘alternates’ included 
in the original bid. 


2.—Consideration of the Various 
Sections of the Building Industry 
(a) The Client 


The client’s sole concern is that the 
work shall be executed at the lowest 
possible price to the required standard in 
the shortest possible time, and _ his 
initial reaction to the use of a quantity 
surveyor is that the quantity surveyor 
appears to do nothing more than to 
charge a fee for services which the con- 
tractor normally provides without charge. 
However, on detailed explanation of the 
services provided, the client’s reaction 
has been surprisingly favourable and it 
is indeed an interesting thought that our 
appointments have originated from clients 
who are largely North American, and 
who are without any previous experience 
in the use of quantity surveying. 

The fact that costs are controlled dur- 
ing the progress of the building contract 
undoubtedly appeals as does the ability 
to show that under certain circumstances, 
by the use of a quantity surveyor, build- 
ing operations can be commenced at an 
earlier date. 

The view held by many quantity sur- 
veyors is that the system that we under- 
stand could not be adopted in the States 
owing to the delay which results, but in 
our view such a statement is to burke the 
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facts. Excepting in cases where a con- 
tract is agreed on the basis of a cost plus 
contract, upset contract or some similar 
device in which strict cost control may be 
lacking, the actual commencement of 
building operations in America is con. 
ditioned by the necessity for the architect 
to produce the most detailed drawings 
and specification before bids can be 
obtained. 

One of our appointments for a hotel 
resulted because, in order to catch the 
commencement of the season, it was 
necessary to start building operations 
within a period of five months from the 
original conception and it was also con- 
sidered necessary to obtain competitive 
bids. The problem was solved quite 
simply once the decision had been made 
to appoint a quantity surveyor by the 
production of approximate bills of quan- 
tities from sketch drawings and the sub- 
sequent remeasurement of the scheme 
from the architect’s completed drawings. 
Thus, ironically enough, the appointment 
resulted from the realisation that only by 
the use of the system of quantity survey- 
ing was it possible to obtain the benefit 
of a complete season that must otherwise 
have been lost. 


(b) The Architect 


The problem of the architect and his 
staff is frequently that of time—the pro- 
duction of working drawings and a 
specification by a given date. The lack 
of sufficient time occasions the use of 
allowance items which are similar to 
provisional sums in English practice, but 
there the similarity ends, as the adjust- 
ment is one of negotiation on no estab- 
lished basis. Another disadvantage from 
the architect’s point of view is the lack 
of cost control when changes on the 
original scheme are necessary. The 
negotiated extra is normally considerably 
more than the actual value of the work. 

The American urchitect realises the 
value of the system where changes are 
charged at contract rates and strangely 
enough sees an advantage in the quartity 
surveyor preparing bills of quantities in 
that it enables work to start on the site 
earlier. This last advantage is based on 
the realisation that the quantity surveyor 
can produce a bill of quantities from 
drawings which are not sufficiently 
detailed for issue for contract purposes 
but are sufficient for the production of a 
bill. 

On the other hand, the American 
architect finds it difficult to comprehend 
how a contractor is able to tender for a 
proposed contract without having a com- 
plete set of drawings to follow and, in 
our experience, has insisted that in spite 
of the preparation of a bill of quantities 
a set of drawings should be sent to each 
of the contractors at the time of 
tendering. 

The American architect, when using a 
quantity surveyor, likes to have him at 
hand whilst the drawings are being pre- 
pared as a cost adviser and is even ready 
to discuss alternative design solutions 1n 
this light. This is a most welcome feature 
albeit a time-consuming one from the 
quantity surveyor’s viewpoint. ‘ 

In general, when an American archi- 
tect uses a quantity surveyor he 1s, IM 
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the first instance, quite unconvinced that 
there is any value in his services whereas 
by the time the contract has been put 
in hand, he is prepared to agree that 
there are in fact many advantages to all 
sides of the building industry. 


(c) The Contractor 


The contractor would have to make 
certain adjustments in his organisation 
to cope with a bill of quantities although 
such changes would not be so large as 
at first appears because a very large 
proportion of the work is sub-let. In any 
event, the contractor already takes out 
his own quantities to arrive at his price 
and, frequently obtains the services of 
‘quantity analysers’ to check his own 
figures. 

The contractor would be relieved of a 
proportion of his risk, namely quantities, 
and would find that prices would tend 
to be lower on that account. Moreover, 
his estimating staff which forms a signi- 
ficant part of his overhead costs would 
be reduced and he would have more 
time to consider his final bid, which 
process is normally strictly curtailed by 
the time factor. In addition, it is accepted 
that, largely because of this time factor, 
the quantities prepared by his own esti- 
mators or by quantity analysers are to a 
certain extent approximate and a degree 
of error of three to four per cent. is con- 
sidered not unreasonable. 

Quantity surveyors in this country 
were introduced as a result of the repe- 
tition of the same process by a number 
of separate contractors tendering for the 
same scheme and this fact is by no means 
lost on the intelligent American con- 
tractor. 

The prospect of valuing variations or 
changes on bill prices is, however, one 
that certainly does not appeal to the con- 
tractor and there is no doubt that his 
profit margin is far higher on changes 
than on the original contract. 


(d) The Sub-contractor, 
and Sub-trader 


Sub-contractors with whom we have 
dealt would unreservedly welcome the 
introduction of bills of quantities as these 
would eliminate the risk of error in 
taking-off their own quantities and, in 
addition, would ensure that they were 
bidding on a common basis with com- 
petitors. Sub-contracts are not infre- 
quently secured as a result of an error 
in taking-off the quantities whereas with 
the use of bills the sub-contractor would 
know that payment would be made for 
precisely the service or material provided 
and prices would reflect this greater 
measure of confidence. 


(e) The Quantity Analyser 


A counterpart of the quantity surveyor 
does in any event function in the USA. 
He is termed variously as a ‘ quantity 
analyser,’ ‘ assayer’ and so on. Normally 
he works for the contractor and is 
perfectly prepared to provide his quanti- 
ties for a number of contractors tendering 
for the same scheme, but there are occa- 
sions when he works for the client, and, 
in fact, one Service Department insists on 
the use of what may loosely be termed 


Supplier 


‘bills of quantities.’ These bills, as pro- 
duced, are in a different form from our 
own bills and the number of items is con- 
siderably reduced, but, nevertheless, 
approximate very closely to ‘builders 
quantities’ as they are generally under- 
stood in this country. The quantity 
analyser does not, however, normally 
provide any other services beyond the 
production of what is essentially an 
approximate bill of quantities. 

In the course of our visit to America, 
we had a discussion on this subject with 
Mr. Szmak, who wrote an article which 
was published in The Builder on Novem- 
2, 1956, and also with other firms of 
analysers who have been functioning for 
some time in New York and other areas. 
A large number of these firms operate 
and some of them have procured the 
services of English quantity surveyors as 
partners or in the capacity of assistants. 
We are informed by these gentlemen that 
one of their major difficulties is to agree 
a method of measurement and further- 
more that they would more than welcome 
the setting up of practices in America by 
firms of quantity surveyors as this would 
assist in overcoming not only this particu- 
lar problem but also the difficulty result- 
ing from a lack of knowledge of the 
services which can be provided. 


3.—Possibility of the Use of 
Quantity Surveying in the 
United States 


Our own view, based on experience in 
actually working with American clients, 
architects, contractors and sub-contrac- 
tors, is that the difficulties of operating 
have been to a considerable extent 
exaggerated. We cannot believe that we 
have been so fortunate as to meet the 
only Americans who are prepared to 
adopt our system, and our experience has 
been that it has been realised that the 
use of our services has been of value. 

The greatest difficulty is that the 
system of quantity surveying is not 
sufficiently appreciated, or even not 
known, but against this the average 
American we have encountered who is 
concerned with the building industry 
has been more than _ interested to 
discuss the service which is available 
and is quite willing to adopt it 
when he can be convinced that there are 
advantages in it. There are, of course, 
other problems. One of these is staffing 
an office. There are very few, if any, 
quantity analysers in America who would 
immediately be able to take positions as 
assistants and perform their duties satis- 
factorily and in the first instance, at least, 
it would be necessary for assistants to be 
provided from areas where quantity sur- 
veying is a recognised practice. 

Moreover, the cost of living in America 
is several times as high as in this country 
and it follows from this that a very con- 
siderable capital would be necessary to 
run an office in America on the lines that 
it is run elsewhere. On the other hand, it 
should be remembered that it is the 
practice in America for an architect to 
have a contract drawn up covering his 
appointment and to receive a retainer 
from his client before any work is put 
in hand at all. It is not unreasonable to 
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assume that a similar arrangement where- 
by a proportion of the fees is received at 
an early date and payments of propor- 
tions of the remainder are made in stages 
during the progress of the work could be 
made in the case of the quantity surveyor. 

There is certainly a parallel between 
quantity analysers in the States and the 
earliest form of quantity surveying in this 
country, and the system of the use of 
quantity analysers is undoubtedly being 
extended. It is doubtful whether bills of 
quantities in the same detail as those 
produced elsewhere would be accepted, 
but the general principles of avoiding the 
uneconomic taking-off of items by 
numerous contractors and cost of produc- 
tion of numerous sets of drawings, the 
lack of cost control when changes occur, 
the greater margin between approximate 
estimates in relation to bids received and 
the greater variation in bids as submitted, 
are disadvantages of which the building 
industry in the States are quite cognisant. 


SHEFFIELD & SOUTH YORKS 
ARCHITECTS & SURVEYORS 


The Annual Dinner 


(THE Sheffield, South Yorkshire and 

District Society of Architects and 
Surveyors held their annual dinner-dance at 
Sheffield on February 28. Mr. S. E. Shep- 
herd, LRIBA, FRICS, the vice-president, 
was in the chair, in the absence of the presi- 
dent, Mr. H. B. S. Gibbs, FRIBA, who was 
prevented by illness from being present. MR. 
J. MACDONALD FAIRWEATHER, FRIBA, pro- 
posed the toast of ‘ The Guests.’ 


Dr. J. M. WHITTAKER, vice-chancellor of 
Sheffield University, in reply, discussed the 
architectural designs chosen for Sheffield 
University. He claimed that there was little 
apparent difference between designs for 
universities, council offices and ‘ the factory 
down the road.’ He said it was dangerous 
for architects to neglect the opinion of the 
world at large as they were doing at present. 
He went on: ‘You may say that this is 
the word of an amateur; that I know nothing 
about it, but I would remind you all that 
the greatest period of English architecture 
was the 18th century, when architects gave 
their patrons more or less what they wanted.’ 

ALD. ROBERT NEILL, Lord Mayor of Shef- 
field, told the architects: ‘ You are getting 
very modern; all your buildings are fiat. 
I want something that is good to look at 
besides being utilitarian, and a lot of the 
buildings going up are not very nice looking.’ 

Mr. KENNETH M. B. Cross, president of 
the RIBA, spoke of his coming overseas 
tour, and said: ‘ We feel it is of the greatest 
importance that the professional societies 
should show tokens of friendship and good 
will to their fellows overseas.’ He added 
that there must be a force to keep touch 
with the latest developments in architecture 
at home and abroad, and said: ‘ All schools 
should be kept in touch with the latest 
developments in building construction and 
ideas, because the world is changing so 
quickly that it is the easiest thing to become 
outmoded.’ 

Mr. Cross presented badges to six past- 
presidents of the society: Professor S. Welsh, 
Mr. J. Mansell Jenkinson, Mr. W. G. Davies, 
Mr. R. Cawkwell, Mr. S. Elden Minns and 
Mr. H. A. Hickson. 
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IN the Village of Progress which Mr. 

Trevor Smith, LRIBA, the architect 
of the Daily Mail Ideal Home Exhibition 
has designed there are six houses, one 
three-storey block of flats and four shops. 

The ‘Competition House,’ designed by 
D. W. Oliver, occupies pride of place at 
the end of the main concourse. Details 
were published in The Builder last week. 

The Berg 1957 Exhibition House, 
called the ‘ Winchester House,’ has been 
furnished by Miss Jeanne Heal from the 
many ideas that were sent to her during 
a series of broadcasts entitled * Castle in 
the Air.’ 

The Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government are exhibiting a ‘frost- 
proof’ house which attempts to show that 
the adoption of simple but cardinal 
principles produces trouble-free homes 
which do not freeze up under normal 
winter conditions. There is nothing 
revolutionary about the plumbing of the 
frost-proof house; nor is there anything 
particularly novel about the principles 
which it applies. Nor is it suggested that 
this is the only plumbing arrangement 
which will avoid frost damage. It was 
decided in this house to re-emphasise the 
principles of trouble-free plumbing 
because of last winter’s widespread 
damage. In a sample of houses taken 
during a survey one house in five suffered 
frost damage. 

The mains water supply does not enter 
the house immediately behind an outside 
wall where it is most likely to freeze. It 
is laid under the house and does not 
emerge until it is 3 ft. from the nearest 
outside wall. 

Instead of the plumbing and sanitary 
installations, bathroom, washbowls, lava- 
tories, being sited along an outside wall 
they are grouped compactly around a 
central unit adjoining an inside wall 
which also houses a flue (for extra 
warmth) serving the domestic boiler. 


For the purposes of the Exhibition, 
most of the first floor of the house is cut 
away so that as visitors pass along the 
catwalk on to the platform they can see 
uncovered the whole plumbing system. 
The pipes are coloured to differentiate 
between hot, cold and waste. This house 
has been built by John Laing and Son 
Ltd. The house was designed by the 
office of the Chief Architect of the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment. 

The Canada Trend House, designed 
by Wells and Hickman, A/ARIBA, has 
been built and furnished by Heal and 
Son Ltd.; it is sponsored by the British 
Columbia Lumber Manufacturers’ Asso- 
lation in co-operation with the Canadian 
Government, and was illustrated in The 
Builder, December 21, 1956. It is a 
Canadian timber frame home designed 
for the British Isles. It exemplifies the 
adaptation of a modern building system, 
as used for the majority of North 
American houses, to the aesthetic and 
practical needs in this country. 

One of the merits claimed for the use 
of timber for the main structure of a 
building, such as this house at Olympia, 
Js that it can be so efficiently insulated. 
The Canada Trend House is a two-storey, 





Shop No. 1 in the Village of Progress is 

occupied by I.C.I. Ltd., who are showing the 

wide range of domestic equipment moulded 

in ‘ Alkathene. All the loose pieces of 

equipment in the picture above are in this 
material 


three bedroom dwelling costing between 
£3,000 and £4,000. 

A feature of the Crouch house is the 
convertible plan which allows the ground 
floor to be either open or closed by 
means of double doors between the hall 
and lounge, triple doors between the 
lounge and dining room and a special 
unit dividing the kitchen from the dining 
room. The plumbing layout has been 
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On view on Stand No. 44 are a number of 
appliances from Radiation Ltd., including 
the Nautilus 55 boiler, the Parkray 3 and 4, 
together with the Chevin, Fulham and Loray 
No. 2 inset fires, all of which will burn coke 
or other smokeless fuels, and a new fireplace 
suite, the Carlton, on exhibition for the first 
time, illustrated above. The enamel finished 
cast iron hearth and surround is available in 
Cream, Mushroom or Regency Grey 


designed to obviate burst pipes as far as 
possible and the roof tank is positioned 
in such a way that warmth from the air- 
ing cupboard will assist in maintaining 
roof temperature in the winter. The 
polythene plastic piping has been intro- 
duced for the cold water system as a 
further precaution against burst pipes. 

The Davis house offers the maximum 
of comfortable living space within an 
area of 1,065 sq. ft. (1,140 sq. ft. includ- 
ing porch and balcony). The large 
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picture windows are centre-pivoted, 
allowing the pane to rotate about 150 
degrees, making it possible to clean and 
even paint it from inside the house. 
The side-hung windows have a new 
side-hung hinge superseding the old easy- 
clean system. These, when open, allow 
a few inches between the frame and the 
hinge, sufficient for an arm to be put 
through to clean the outside. The single 
stack plumbing system that is used gives 
a compact layout and minimum mainten- 
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Claimed to be the smallest automatic boiler 
on the market, this model, No. 45A, illus- 
trated below, is on the stand of Watts 
Automatic Boilers Ltd., Stand No. 78. 
Rated at 45,000 BThU/Hr, it is hopper fed 
and has a small blower unit. It can be used 
for central heating, domestic hot water, or a 
small combined system 


ance whilst allowing for all the plumbing 
to be within a duct inside the house, 
improving the external appearance and 
minimising the likelihood of frozen pipes. 

The lounge and dining room are 
divided by a bookshelf unit with an 
openwork screen above. 

Unity Structures Ltd., are showing one 
and two bedroom three-storey flats. The 
flats are built in the standard Unit non- 
traditional system of construction with a 


(Concluded on page 468.) 





Heating to suit every purse and pocket is the 
theme of the comprehensive home appliance 
display featured by Dimplex Ltd., on Stand 
No. 62, in the Heating and Lighting section, 
Grand Hall. ‘ Dimplex’ permanently oil 
filled thermostatically controlled electric 
radiators, providing plug-in central heating, 
are offered in a full range of models with 
loadings from 4-2 kW and in eight colours. 
These radiators can be supplied with feet, 
wall brackets, or castor wheels. Detachable 
chromium plated towel rails are available for 
all panel models. The illustration above is of 
the new airing cupboard heater with 
loadings of either 150 W or 300 W 
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1957 COMMONWEALTH STANDARDS CONFERENCE 


Collaboration on Modular Co-ordination in Building 


PPPHE third Commonwealth Standards Con- 

ference was held recently in Delhi. A 
report issued by the British Standards Insti- 
tution states that it was attended by more 
than 100 experts from Australia, Canada, 
India, New Zealand, Pakistan and the United 
Kingdom. Among them were representatives 
of the various Commonwealth standards 
organisations, and from the major industries 
concerned. The British delegation of 25 
included Mr. H. A. R. Binney (director 
of the British Standards Institution), Sir 
Stanley Rawson (vice-chairman of John 
Brown and Co.), Mr. O. W. Humphreys 
(director of research, General Electric Co., 
Ltd.), Mr. G. N. Green (chief engineer, 
Eastern Electricity Board), and Mr. E. W. 
Senior (commercial director, British Iron and 
Steel Federation). 

During the fortnight of meetings and dis- 
cussions in Delhi, says the report, many 
decisions were taken which should further 
help to standardize Commonwealth industrial 
standards, thereby facilitating trade between 
the member countries. 

The conference was opened at Parliament 
by Shri Morarji Desai, Minister for Com- 
merce and Industry in the Indian 
Government. 

In addition to a series of general meetings 
concerned with the wider aspects of standard 
policy in the Commonwealth, there were 
four technical sessions on (1) electrical 
equipment of machine tools, (2) electric 
cables, (3) steel and (4) safety requirements 
for domestic electrical appliances. 


The General Sessions 


The general discussions were under the 
chairmanship of Dr. Lal C. Verman, direc- 
tor of the Indian Standards Institution. Mr. 
Binney acted as co-chairman. Among the 
problems discussed were: 

Inch-metric Problems.——One ef the most 
important subjects discussed was the effect 
of India’s adoption of the metric system 
on intra~Commonwealth trade. This 
change-over poses special problems in the 
alignment of Commonwealth standards. At 
Delhi there was a detailed examination of 
how to minimize these difficulties. 

On the Indian side it was made clear that 
the formulation of standards in the metric 
system was a matter of great urgency. India 
is anxious, however, to adopt standards 
which are as far as possible in line with 
those of the inch-pound system, and, in par- 
ticular, will choose its international ‘ prefer- 
red’ numbers (on which are based ranges of 
sizes) as closely as possible in agreement 
with standards on the inch system. There 
is to be an urgent review of India’s 
dimensional standards to decide which can 
be adapted by simple conversion from the 
inch to the metric values, those where inch 
and metric dimensions can be unified from 
the point of view of interchangeability and 
performance and those where they cannot 
be so unified. It was considered that the 
number of standards in the third category 
was comparatively limited, being confined to 
those products where highly accurate 
dimensioning was required. 

Other Commonweath countries will co- 
operate as closely as possible with India in 


her review of dimensional standards in an 
endeavour to secure maximum interchange- 
ability of products made to inch and metric 
dimensions. Commonwealth countries will 
also co-operate in trying to achieve the 
greatest possible reconciliation in ISO (Inter- 
national Organization for Standardization) 
and IEC (International Electrotechnical 
Commission) of the inch and metric systems 
on the lines of proposals already made to 
ISO by the United Kingdom. 

In the standards of Commonwealth 
countries both inch and metric values will be 
given wherever possible (care being taken 
that equivalence is established with close 
regard to the degree of accuracy of the 
original value); the conversion factors to be 
used will be those set out in a revision 
shortly to be issued of BS350 to which a new 
Indian standard (IS:786) corresponds. As a 
guide to the procedure for conversion the 
conference took note of Indian standard 787 
and of a British standard now being drafted 
on Precise conversion of inch and metric 
sizes on engineering drawings. 

Modular Co-ordination——Another subject, 
modular co-ordination in building, raised 
acutely the problem of inch and metric 
dimensions. India is working to a 10 cm. 
module, which is being introduced in various 
fields of building design and construction, 
and the possibility of interchangeability of 
components made to this module and those 
made to a 4-in. module (which is suggested 
for use in Britain) was a matter of some 
concern for the Commonwealth countries. 
It is hoped that a special study will be 
initiated. 

Arrangements were made for the exchange 
of information and for collaboration on: 
a glossary of terms, principles for the appli- 
cation of a modular system, a system for 
expressing tolerances on modular com- 
ponents, preferred sizes for components, 
symbols for use on drawings of modular 
components and buildings designed on a 
modular basis. 


‘ABC’ Progress.—A review was made of 
the progress achieved by the ‘ ABC’ coun- 
tries (America, Britain, Canada) on funda- 
mental engineering standards, and of the 
association of other Commonwealth coun- 
tries with this work. It is hoped that the 
arrangements which were made for the repre- 
sentation of other Commonwealth countries 
at the 1955 meetings in New York—a 
development which was welcomed both by 
the ‘ABC’ countries and the other Com- 
monwealth nations concerned—will be con- 
tinued in the future. 


Among the other main subjects discussed 
at the general sessions in Delhi were certifi- 
cation marking, approvals schemes, 
standards for consumer goods and general 
procedure for Commonwealth co-operation. 


New Work 


One of the important subjects discussed 
was the further items of industrial equipment 
which should be subjected to detailed tech- 
nical consideration in the same way as 
cables, steel and so on at the 1957 con- 
ference. It was agreed that the next sub- 
jects to be tackled should be standards for 
air receivers and cranes, where divergent 
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statutory regulations in the Commonwealth 
countries complicate the exporter’s and 
importer’s problem and where co-ordination 
of testing procedures and design criteria jg 
particularly needed. 

In view of the work going on in ISO 
it is not proposed to initiate any special} 
Commonwealth discussions on boilers, 
though a review will be made of the extent 
to which Commonwealth countries will be 
able to follow any ISO recommendations, 
Chemical pressure vessels have been noted 
as a possible subject for discussion later, 

Following discussion on the desirability of 
bringing terminology in the Commonwealth 
and the United States more into line, it was 
agreed that a special study should be made 
by BSI in co-operation with other Common- 
wealth standards organisations, of the ter- 
minology used in (a) welding and (b) build- 
ing design and construction. 


BRITISH STANDARDS 


Asbestos Cement Soil, Waste and 
Ventilating Pipes and Fittings (BS 
582 : 1957) 

JSSUED under the authority of the 

Asbestos Cement Products Industry 
Standards Committee, this revised British 
Standard (price 5s.) incorporates changes and 
improvements developed from experience 
gained and research carried out since the 
last edition was published. 


Fittings now to be tested.—Recent research 
has resulted in considerable simplification in 
the hydraulic testing of fittings; consequently 
the standard includes a requirement that 
fittings shall be tested as well as pipes. 


Alternative methods of test are specified. 
The first involves the attachment of simple 
grooved discs to the fitting by filling the 
groove with wax, both discs and wax being 
used repeatedly and each disc covering 
several sizes of fitting. 


The second method requires the use of 
a jig in which a series of adjustable sealing 
caps can be arranged to suit the type and 
size of fitting to be tested. No attempt has 
been made to design jigs for any specific 
fitting; but a diagram is included to illustrate 
the principle upon which frames can be built 
up to take any variety of fitting required. 


Other revised features.—The figure for the 
mean water absorption has been revised 
following a comprehensive series of tests; 
a gasket is specified for use with access 
doors; and the range of sizes for swan-necks, 
long-arm branches and Jong-arm bends has 
been increased. 


Refuse Chutes for Multi-storey 
Buildings (BS 1703 : 1957 


Tuis revised British Standard (price 3s.) 
specifies requirements for refuse chutes 
which are in the form of one or two vertical 
pipes arranged to receive domestic refuse 
from successive floors in a building, and to 
deposit it into refuse storage containers; the 
containers are housed within a chamber 
situated at the lower end, from which bulk 
removal takes place at intervals. 

The standard was first prepared five years 
ago to indicate a general design and suitable 
materials for the product. It has now been 
revised to provide for the use of two chutes 
discharging into the same chamber, and to 
include certain additional design points. 
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The aim has been to present the general 
characteristics of the principal types of 
refuse chute which have proved to be the 
most convenient and hygienic in use. 

For these reasons a substantial part of 
this British Standard is in the nature of an 
interim Code of Practice, with illustrations 
of typical sections of refuse chutes, and 
recommended minimum dimensions. The 
specification deals with chutes, hoppers, 
container chambers and removable con- 
tainers. 


Sheet Linoleum (Calendered Types) 
and Cork Carpet(BS 810: 1957) 


Tuis British Standard has been revised 
to include requirements for a lighter gauge 
of moire and jaspe sheet linoleum and to 
incorporate current methods of manufacture 
as alternatives to those specified in earlier 
editions. The 6 mm. thickness is now pro- 
vided for in plain linoleum only. 


Minimum requirements only are specified 
for the canvas base, in order to allow a 
tolerance on the weight of canvas used; and 
account has been taken of the method of 
manufacture by requiring the canvas to be 
calendered with an underlayer of composi- 
tion—which has advantages, particularly 
with regard to the finished surface appear- 
ance of the thinner types. 


Although it was found that the existing 
methods of test have proved satisfactory, 
some slight amendments have been made to 
the seasoning test. The requirement for the 
rigidity of the ambient temperature during 
the bending test has been brought into line 
with usual laboratory practice by the inclu- 
sion of a tolerance. (Price 3s.) 


Hot Applied Damp Resisting Coat- 
ings for Solums (BS 2832 : 1957) 


THIS new British Standard (price 3s.) 
specifies quality requirements for the pitch 
or bitumen coating used in Scotland as a 
damp resisting covering for the ground 
under floors, in place of the more usual 
concrete oversite course used in England. 
Three types are specified. Two (coal tar 
pitch and asphaltic bitumen) are liquid when 
applied in a hot state: the third (pitch-sand 
mixture) contains sand as a filler and is also 
spread whilst heated. 

The composition of the mixture is speci- 
fied for each type, together with methods of 
test. Pending the preparation of a code of 
practice on the subject, an appendix is pro- 
vided which gives some guidance on the 
use of the materials. (These mixtures should 
not be confused with the damp courses for 
walls used in England.) 

Marking.—The standard requires that any 
labels used on containers for coal tar pitch 
or asphaltic bitumen shall carry the mark 
*BS 2832.’ 

Copies of these British Standards are avail- 
able from the Sales Branch of the British 
Standards Institution, 2, Park-street, W1. 





New President 


Mr. W. Berners Price, JP, FALPA, was 
elected president of the Incorporated 
Society of Auctioneers and Landed Property 
Agents at a recent meeting of the council. 


INQUIRY BUREAU 


Painting on Waxed Boards 


Q.—I shall be most grateful for any in- 
formation you can give me on the following 
problem relating to a church hall recently 
constructed in Surrey. The hall is used for 
all local activities and it is necessary to 
have the floor marked out for badminton, 
Black markings have been applied after 
removal of the wax polish finish, but 
this is not at all permanent due apparently 
to the sealing material applied to the gurjun 
wood blocks, preventing a permanent key 
to the timber. Is it possible to neutralise 
the sealing material before re-painting the 
black lines, then finally re-wax polish the 
surface? Also what marking material would 
you recommend? 

T. W. B. 

A.—The sealing liquid is applied to wood 
surfaces for the purpose of sealing the grain 
thus providing a smooth dustproof surface; 
it can be understood that it would be very 
difficult for any paint to adhere to its sur- 
face. Inquiries have been made of the 
manufacturers of the materials and they sug- 
gest that the surface to be painted should 
be matted by rubbing the area to be painted 
with steel wool. 

I would suggest that the most satisfactory 
way of doing this job would be to make a 
mask cut from light gauge zinc. Take a 
piece of zinc, say 3 ft. long and 9 in. wide, 
and cut out a strip equal in width to the 
lines you require, stopping it about two 
inches from the length of the sheet of zinc. 
You can now lay this over the position of 
the line and rub the exposed portion with 
wire wool. The mask can also be used as the 
stencil for the subsequent painting. 

Any good oil bound flat finish paint would 
be satisfactory for the marking out and will 
be reasonably preserved by the application 
of polish, though it is appreciated that since 
the floor is to be used for badminton only 
a limited amount of polishing will be pos- 
sible. With the removal of the seal it will 
be found that the flat paint, though not 
entirely permanent, will give considerably 
longer periods of service. 

HO: 


Durable Chimney Cowl 


Q.—Can you recommend an anti-down- 
draught pot for a 4 in. diam. flue, made of 
a non-corrodible material? A galvanised 
sheet H-shaped metal terminal has lasted 
only 18 months. Perhaps you are aware of 
a supplier who manufactures a similar item 
in asbestos cement or other non-corrodible 
material for a 4 in. flue. 

A Eo WwW. 


A.—It would appear from the perusal of 
manufacturers’ catalogues of asbestos goods 
that they do not manufacture the type of 
cowl indicated. With this in mind and since 
something more durable than galvanised 
iron is required, I would suggest a change 
in the type of cowl. 

If restricted to a 4 in. connection, then it 
must be one of the various types produced 
by the makers of asbestos goods. If, how- 
ever, it is possible to fix a normal chimney 
cowl, there are a number of very satisfac- 
tory cowls on the market any of which 
have given excellent results under most con- 
ditions; being of terra-cotta they can, once 
fixed, be considered permanent in all 
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respects. (The names of the proprietary 
makers of cowls of this type have been 
given to the inquirer). 

H. O. D. 


Instability in a Dance Floor 


Q.—We have laid a dance floor in a room 
20 ft. wide by 30 ft. long. A 3 in. by 4 in. 
sleeper runs the length of the floor which 
is of kiln-dried English oak, tongued and 
grooved, 3 in. by 1 in. wide, secret nailed. 

The floor centre has now become unstable 
and springs under pressure. Could you tell 
us how to remedy this and advise as to 
whether we are responsible for the work 
since this was carried out under the super- 
vision of the clerk of works? 

SA], 


A.—From the information given it would 
seem that the specification for the construc- 
tion of the floor is quite normal, and it 
would have been reasonable to have expected 
it to be quite satisfactory. There are prob- 
ably two reasons why it is now giving 
trouble by springing in the centre: (1) Wall 
plates bedded on sleeper wall followed by 
the fixing of joists before the bed had set; 
(2) the plates twisted off the bed after the 
joist had been fixed. 

Though not often practised today, it used 
to be quite common for the wall plates to 
be held down on to the sleeper wall by 
galvanised iron straps nailed to the side of 
the plate and screwed to the face of the 
sleeper wall. In the case of the free standing 
sleeper walls, the straps were taken over the 
plate and secured down the face of either 
side of the sleeper wall. 

This method is the only one that can be 
suggested that would provide a satisfactory 
solution. It can be appreciated that with 
secret nailed T. and G. boarding this pre- 
sents a difficult problem. One board taken 
out from the centre but cutting along the 
tongue with a fine pad saw, after boring a 
hole to provide for entry of the saw, should 
be sufficient to allow for this fixing to be 
done, It is not considered that an increase 
of joist sizes would have avoided the trouble 
now being experienced. 


H. O. D. 
Damp Penetration 
Q.—I am_ experiencing considerable 


trouble occasioned by the penetration of 
rain through the facing bricks of my house 
and I am writing to inquire what effective 
treatment you can suggest to eliminate this 
condition. 

The wall in question is a solid 9 in. affair 
and three brands of sealing compound have 
been tried so far, without success. Do you 
consider it imperative that these bricks 
should be cement rendered to bring about 
a complete case? 

| Fs) Fe 3 

A.—It is regrettable that a facing brick 
has been used in the construction of a 9-in. 
wall where it is likely to be subjected to 
driving rains for it is almost certain that 
ultimately it will result in damp penetration. 

Treatment with one of the patent water- 
proofing solutions on the external face of 
such brickwork can only be regarded as tem- 
porary and in fact in many instances it has 
been known to give rise to even greater 
trouble. 

Bricks untreated are able to breath, that 
is the air can enter into the pores, thus any 








466 


moisture that gets into the brick again 
through these pores will stand a reasonable 
chance of drying out. If the nature of the 
brick is such that it will absorb more mois- 
ture than can be evaporated, then dampness 
will appear on the inside of the wall. 

When walls treated with a water- 
proofing solution and subsequently parts of 
the treated surface lose their effective seal, 
then the moisture from the rains will find 
its way into these weak spots and will not 
easily dry out since much of the brickwork 
would be completely sealed, not only from 
moisture entering but also air. 

Having painted this rather black picture, 
it is with reluctance that one must suggest 
that the only way to provide a permanent 
cure is to render the face and follow with 
one of the decorative treatments. Even 
rendering will only prove satisfactory pro- 


are 


vided it is carried out efficiently, avoiding ‘ 


crazing of the rendering by not using strong 
mixes. 
BSOlD: 


FACTORY FIRE 
HAZARDS 


Fire Protection Association’s 
Statement 


"THE recent fire at the Jaguar car factory 

at Coventry, states the Fire Protection 
Association, has focused attention on the 
risk of fire-spread in bituminous roof cover- 
ings, and in particular where those coverings 
are underdrawn with fibre insulating board. 
In the fire at the Nash-Kelvinator works at 
Crewe in September, 1956, the development 
of the fire followed a pattern similar to 
that at the Jaguar factory. 

Bituminous roof coverings may spread fire 
in two ways: by direct flame spreading 
along the surface of the roof and by drop- 
ping burning material. The severity of the 
hazard will, of course, depend upon the 
amount of bitumen used and the manner 
in which it is applied to the roof covering 

Bituminous roofing material is in itself 
a serious enough fire hazard, the Association 
says, but when in addition there is a com- 
bustible deck or lining the hazard is very 
much greater. Soft fibre board is well 
known for the speed with which fire spreads 
over it. The thermal insulation of roofs 
and walls may be achieved very effectively 
by linings which present little or no hazard. 

The Fire Protection Association’s technical 
information sheet ‘Spread of Fire by 
Bituminous Roof Coverings’ draws atten- 
tion to the fire hazard and quotes examples 
of fires where these roof coverings have 
contributed to extensive damage. ‘Fire 
Hazards Associated with Therma] Insulation 
of Buildings’ gives the comparative insula- 
tion properties of different types of insulating 
materials and discusses their relative fire 
hazards. 

In buildings of north-light construction, 
where there is already considerable heat loss 
through roof glazing. the use of combustible 
linings with good insulation properties shows 
very little advantage over the use of simple 
sheet materials with low insulating proper- 
ties, unless the whole building is insulated, 
and this advantage has to be set against 
the added fire hazard. Noa-combustible 
insulating materials are of course infinitely 
better. 


SERVICE ROADS 
By a Legal Correspondent 


[tT is important to builders and those 
who develop land to know how far 
the local planning authority can insert 
conditions to the effect that a service road 
must be constructed in order to avoid 
access to a trunk or classified road. There 
has been speculation as to how far plan- 
ning can properly impose such conditions. 
Under the Kestriction of Ribbon De- 
velopment Act it was possible to impose 
a condition to the effect that direct access 
to the road should be discontinued and 
a service road constructed by the 
developer if the extent of the develop- 
ment on adjacent land were to make such 
a course desirable in the highway auth- 
ority’s view. But planning control does 
not deal with speculative events in the 
future but with the present position. 
From the academic viewpoint there 
would appear to be considerable ground 
for saying that it was well within the 
scope of planning to provide for the pro- 
vision of a service road by a condition. 
It would appear that S.20(7) of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1954, envi- 
sages such a condition because in pro- 
viding that there shall be no compensa- 
tion in relation to a condition relating to 
the location or design of any means of 
access to a highway or the materials to 
be used in the construction thereof it is 
provided that ‘in this section the ex- 
pression “ means of access to a highway ” 
does not include a service road.’ From 
this it would appear that a proper con- 
dition can exist relating to the location, 
design or construction of a service road 
and therefore a service road can be the 
subject of a condition in a planning con- 
sent. 


Conditions not Favoured 


In practice, however, in appeals the 
Minister does not appear to have fav- 
oured conditions relating to service roads. 
In 1954 the Chigwell Urban District 
Council, in granting permission for the 
erection of a dwelling house in Chigwell, 
imposed a condition requiring the appli- 
cant or his successors to construct at his 
or their own expense part of a service 
road over the applicant’s land at the re- 
quest of the county council as highway 
authority when that authority was of the 
opinion that a service road became 
necessary. This condition was not upheld 
by the Minister because he held it was 
not within the council’s power to require, 
in relation to the development of a single 
plot, a service road to be used in con- 
junction with other plots and dependent 
on the development of the other plots to 
a similar condition. 

In 1955 the Chigwell UDC granted 
outline permission for two pairs of semi- 
detached houses, subject to a condition 
that a service road should be provided at 
the applicant’s expense to the satisfaction 
of the Council’s Engineer and Surveyor, 
within one year after the houses had been 
completed. The Minister did not think 
that a service road was justified for only 
four houses with a comparatively short 
frontage, but he did reduce the number 
of accesses to the main road to three. 

In a recent case in Norfolk a number 
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of individual plot holders sought permis. 
sion to develop, and as the outline appli- 
cation for development had been granteq 
subject to a condition providing for the 
construction of a service road, each of 
the plot holders, except one, made provi- 
sion in his plan for a service road, Per. 
mission was granted unconditionally ey. 
cept in the one case where a condition 
was imposed that no access should be 
opened on to the classified road except 
by way of a service road. Despite this 
all the owners constructed individual 
accesses to the classified road. When the 
planning authority were commencing en. 
forcement procedure, applications for 
planning permission in respect of these 
accesses were received, and the Minister 
on appeal allowed the appeals because ‘ it 
is improper to require the construction of 
a service road in connection with an 
application for permission to erect a 
single dwelling since the applicant has no 
power to force other plot holders to find 
their parts of the road nor has the council 
power to require the applicant to give 
access to other people over his land,’ 


An Interesting Circular 


These appear to be specialised cases, 
In practice conditions relating to the pro- 
vision of service roads are being accepted 
without appeal by applicants. In many 
cases, if they own land on both sides of 
the road the cost would be met by them 
in any case. In the individual case of 
development some guidance may be 
gleaned from Ministry of Town Planning 
Circular 88/50 of May 29, 1950, which 
says: ~The fact that land alongside a 
trunk or classified road is in multiple 
ownership cannot in itself be held to 
justify a departure from the general prin- 
ciples which should govern such develop- 
ment. This means in practice that it will 
not be possible for the local planning 
authority to grant planning permission in 
individual applications until a layout for 
the whole area has been prepared. Where 
a number of sites in depth are concerned 
a Satisfactory layout may require internal 
estate roads; in other cases a service road 
may be the only possible solution.’ 

This circular is interesting. It would 
appear to imply that where the layout has 
been prepared the individual application 
should follow the layout; otherwise plan- 
ning permission should be refused. As 
against that it would appear hard if an 
individual owner was not allowed to de- 
velop a part as opposed to the whole ol 
his land without going to expense which 
would not be essential for the part which 
he was developing. The major develop- 
ment may not materialise. On the one 
hand it appears right that one owner 
should be allowed to be able to develop 
an individual site providing the area lends 
itself from a planning view to residential 
purposes; on the other hand, from the 
view of the proper planning of the area, 
it would appear advisable that areas ol 
land should not be landlocked and ster! 
lised because there is no control over 
access. 


Kidderminster’s Next Mayor 

Councillor A. H. Humphries, a 
builder for 25 years, has been invited to be 
the next Mayor of Kidderminster, 


master 





THE BUILI 


TO 


Ewel 


F 


PHREE 
been 
of Housin 
garages 1 
avenue ar 
quiry inte 
to grant 
as a test « 

On bet 
was state 
for each | 
that there 

In _ alle 
states tha 
as not tc 
windows. 
the Coun 
that even 
short of | 


Houses 
Reject 
THE el 
a | 
about 10 
would d 
locality. 
The } 
Governm 
missing 2 
the refus: 
to grant 
tion of t 
proposed 
having r 
of the n 
In the 
states th 
Abbots-] 
Hayes-la 
of not k 
eastern s 
quarters 
cluded 
of land 
tion of 
of abou 
ing witl 
properti 
making 
accordin 


Propo 
of ‘Or 


HE 
T Co 


erected 
of West 
Dorkins 
Ministe 
on app 
refusal 
include 
Hills at 
the Na 

The 
sion, s; 
such o 
compre 


h 8 1957 


t permis. 


ne appli- 
1 granted 
3 for the 
each of 
Je provi- 
vad. Per. 
nally ex. 
‘Ondition 
lould be 
d except 
pite this 
dividual 
Vhen the 
cing en- 
Ons for 
Of these 
Minister 
ase ‘ it 
ction of 
with an 
erect a 
t has no 
; to find 
council 
to give 
and,’ 


r 


1 cases, 
he pro- 
ccepted 
n Many 
sides of 
y them 
case of 
lay be 
lanning 

which 
aside a 
nultiple 
eld to 
il prin- 
evelop- 
it will 
anning 
sion in 
yut for 
Where 
cerned 
iternal 
€ road 


would 
ut has 
cation 
- plan- 
d. As 
if an 
to de- 
ole of 
which 
which 
velop- 
e one 
owner 
velop 
lends 
ential 
n the 
area, 
as of 
Steri- 
over 


naster 
to be 





THE BUILDER March 8 1957 


TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Ewell Garages Approved by 
Minister on Appeal 


THREE Ewell, Surrey, residents have 
been given permission by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government to build 
garages next to their maisonettes in Amis- 
avenue and Stanton-close. At a public in- 
quiry into the planning authority’s refusal 
to grant consent their appeals were described 
asa test case for the whole estate. 


On behalf of the planning authority it 
was stated that the estate was not laid out 
for each house to have its own garage, but 
that there were plans for lock-up buildings. 


In allowing the appeals the Minister 
states that the garages must all be built so 
as not to obstruct the kitchen doors and 
windows. He has taken into consideration 
the Council’s point about lock-ups, but feels 
that even if they were built they would fall 
short of the estate’s requirements. 


Houses with 50 ft Frontages 
Rejected on Grounds of Amenity 


THE erection of two detached houses on 

a plot of land with a frontage of 
about 100 ft. to Abbots-lane, Kenley, Surrey, 
would detract from the amenities of the 
locality. 

The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has expressed this view in dis- 
missing an appeal by Mrs. E. Carter against 
the refusal of the Coulsdon and Purley UDC 
to grant planning consent for the construc- 
tion of the houses, on the ground that the 
proposed plot frontages were insufficient, 
having regard to the existing development 
of the neighbourhood. 

In the course of his decisien, the Minister 
states that properties on the west side of 
Abbots-lane, south of the junction with 
Hayes-lane, stand in fairly spacious grounds 
of not less than an acre, while those on the 
eastern side have curtilages of at least three- 
quarters of an acre. The Minister has con- 
cluded that the development of this plot 
of land of 0.62 of an acre by the construc- 
tion of two houses, each having a frontage 
of about 50 ft, would be quite out of keep- 
ing with the character of the surrounding 
Properties. He sees no special reason for 
making an exception in this case and has 
accordingly decided to dismiss the appeal. 


Proposal to Build Houses in Area 
of ‘Outstanding Natural Beauty’ 
Rejected 

HE refusal of the Surrey County 
Council to allow seven houses to be 
erected on 24 acres of land at the junction 
of West Humble-street and the Leatherhead- 
Dorking-road has been upheld by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
on appeal. The ground of the Council’s 
refusal was that the land involved had been 
included in the recently designated Surrey 
Hills area of outstanding natural beauty by 
the National Parks Commission. 


_The Minister, in the course of his deci- 
sion, says he feels this to be an area of 
such outstanding natural beauty that no 
compromise with the strictest interpretation 


of the Green Belt should be permitted. The 
case for refusing permission was further 
strengthened, if that were necessary, by the 
outlying and open position of the land. 


The Minister notes that the appearance 
of the southern portion of the site is marred 
at present by concrete standings of former 
huts, but the local planning authority, he 
says, has power to require these to be 
removed and he has not allowed that tem- 
porary condition of the land to influence his 
decision. 


Minister Refuses Consent for Steel 
Rolling Mill 


A PROPOSAL by Joseph Gillott & Sons, 

steel merchants, to develop about 154 
acres of land at Butterthwaite, Ecclesfield, 
for general industrial purposes has been re- 
jected by the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government on appeal. At an inquiry held 
last year it was stated that the proposal 
would involve a substantial departure from 
the County Development Plan. 


The Minister, in announcing his decision, 
says he finds it difficult to believe that the 
appeal site is the only one in the Sheffield 
area large enough, and suitable, for this 
particular project. He fully appreciates its 
importance, and accepts that the proposed 
rolling mill, although it had to be classed 
as heavy industry, would be unlikely to be 
offensive by reason of smoke or fumes. He 
has noted, also, the evidence about existing 
industry in the Ecclesfield area and about 
the extent to which planning permission has 
been granted for further industrial develop- 
ment there. 


At the same time he has in mind the 
need to limit the outward sprawl of large 
industrial towns and to preserve belts of 
undeveloped land on their edge, even where 
this land is not itself of high landscape 
value or accessible to the public. 


Proposal to Build Houses on 
Woking Golf Course Rejected 
N appeal by the Brookwood Estates 
Realisation Co. Ltd. against the 
refusal of Surrey CC to allow houses, at a 
density of two to the acre to be erected on 
land which forms part of Woking golf 
course near Mile Path, Hook Heath, has 
been dismissed by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government. 

At a recent public inquiry into the appeal 
the company undertook not to disturb the 
public footpaths and to cause no detriment 
to the amenities of the Hook Heath-road 
district. 

The local planning authority maintained 
that the proposed development would 
change the character of Hook Heath-road 
from a rural lane into an urban street and 
that the public footpaths over the golf 
course, which provided pleasant walks, 
would be affected by the proposal. 


In announcing his decision the Minister 
states that Hook Heath-road forms a rea- 
sonable boundary between the open area 
and the housing on its south side. He agrees 
with the council that the spread of develop- 
ment along the northern side of the road 
would seriously damage the attractiveness 
of the locality, and has accordingly decided 
to dismiss the appeal. 
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IOB LICENTIATE 
DISCUSSION CLUB 


Formation of Two New Centres 


N his speech at the inaugural meeting 
of the Brighton and District Centre of 
the Institute of Builders’ Licentiate Discus- 
sion Club, on February 20, Mr. A. P. 
PERRIN, AIOB, chairman of the club, con- 
firmed the policy of forming new centres 
wherever the enthusiasm of Institute 
members showed this was justified. He con- 
gratulated the centre sub-committee (under 
the chairmanship of Mr. W. Isherwood, 
AIOB) on their work in preparing a most 
interesting programme of lectures and visits. 
Associate and Licentiate examination 
diplomas were presented by Mr. HAROLD H. 
RipGeE, FIOB, a _ past-president of the 
Institute, to successful candidates in 
the area. Mr. Ridge said that he considered 
the centre had made a wonderful start. It 
was an excellent decision to invite members 
of the local chapter of architects and the 
neighbouring discussion group of the Junior 
Organisation of the RICS to the meeting 
to be held in May, at which Mr. D. E. 
Woodbine Parish, FIOB, would be the 
principal speaker. 
Leeds Centre 
Welcoming the president of the Institute, 
Mr. H. S. Oddie, FIOB, to the first meeting 
of the Leeds and District Centre on 
February 23, Mr. J. Prace, AIOB, the 
chairman, said that it had been decided 
that Leeds would be a more convenient 
meeting place than Wakefield for the 
majority of members in the area, and he 
urged those present to help the centre to 
expand by their active support at meetings 
and visits. 
Mr. Oppie reviewed the progress made 
by the Institute during the past year and 


said that the Top-Level Management 
lectures held in London had been most 
successful. He hoped that it would be 


possible to organise similar meetings, to 
which all grades of membership would be 
invited, in certain provincial centres during 
the next year. There had been a great in- 
crease in the number of students registering 
under the Institute’s registration and exemp- 
tion scheme and closer liaison with techni- 
cal colleges had been established. 

The president presented examination 
diplomas to successful local candidates. 

Members’ queries regarding the Institute 
and the Club were dealt with by Mr. D. A. 
Neale, MC, secretary of the Institute, and 
Mr. A. P. Perrin, AIOB, chairman of the 
Club. 

The meetings at both Brighton and Leeds 
concluded with. technical films provided by 
the Ministry of Works. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 
PROTECTIVE PAINTING OF STRUCTURAL 
STEEL. By F. Fancutt and J. C. Hudson. 
(London: Chapman and Hall.) Price 21s. 
History oF BuitpiING. Book 11. First 
Edition. By F. C. Horstmann. (London: 
Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons, Ltd.) Price 9s. 
THe RatLway STATION—AN ARCHITEC- 
TURAL History. By Carroll L. V. Meeks. 
(London: Architectural Press.) Price 60s. 
AMERICAN CIVIL ENGINEERING PRACTICE. 
Vols. 1 and 2. By R. W. Abbett. (London: 
Chapman & Hall.) Price 120s. per vol. 
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HOUSE BUILDERS 
‘ BETTER ORGANISED’ 
Hopes of Reducing Costs 


PEAKING at the annual general meet- 
ing of the Abbey National Building 
Society on February 27, Mr. STANLEY C. 
RAMSEY, FRIBA, the deputy chairman, said 
that one of the more disturbing factors in 
connection with the building of new houses 
had been the continued rise in the cost. 

‘This condition is not limited to houses, 
but applies generally to all types of building,’ 
said Mr. Ramsey. - ‘ Figures published by 
the Ministry of Works show a rise of 35 per 
cent. for the cost of new building, includ- 
ing housing, in 1956, as compared with the 
cost of building in 1950. These figures are 
quite apart from the increased cost of land, 
the provision of roads and public services 
which show corresponding increases. 

“There would appear to be no evidence 
of a sharp falling off in sales consequent 
upon increased prices. Paradoxical as it 
may appear, the only effective way, in my 
opinion, to reduce the price is by the pro- 
vision of more houses. Whilst there are 
nine houses for ten purchasers prices will 
be maintained; but when there are ten 
houses for nine purchasers, we may expect 
to see a fall.’ 

Another interesting fact in connection 
with house building, continued Mr. Ramsey, 
had been a noticeable improvement in 
Organisation by the builders. What had 
been called ‘ phased operations’ obtained in 
a wide degree not only with the larger build- 
ing firms, but also amongst those of 
moderate size. It might be that if this pro- 
cess could be developed, with a greater 
degree of planning, affecting not only the 
building on the site, but also the produc- 
tion and delivery of the materials, instead 
of continuous rising costs we might witness 
a continuous if not dramatic fall, especially 
if inflation was not a serious obstacle. 

It was probably easier for the builders 
with a big production and a closely inte- 
grated organisation to deal with this question 
more effectively than the smaller firms. If 
the smaller builders had not the same 
opportunity to organise as effectively as the 
larger firms, this disability had to some ex- 
tent off-set lower overheads. This was not 
to say, however, that the small firms did not 
play a very important part in house produc- 
tion. Operating under conditions and in 
places outside the interest of the larger con- 
tractors, they did help to fill up the gaps 
in the pattern of production. This did not 
mean that they could ignore forward plan- 
ning and efficient organisation. 


Greater Interest in Design 


“One of the most encouraging features 
since the war has been the space devoted in 
the daily Press and the popular magazines 
to matters of architectural interest,’ Mr. 
Ramsey continued. ‘As far as the national 
Press is concerned, they perhaps naturally 
deal with the more important buildings 
which catch the public eye; many of them 
do, however, from time to time give some 
attention to the more modest requirements 
of the home owner. 


“Many of the popular magazines, particu- 
larly the women’s magazines, make a feature 


of publishing designs for houses, including 
plans and elevations. This is all to the good 
and an awakened public interest will do 
much to encourage better standards in the 
design and building of houses. Better 
houses mean better security for the build- 
ing society, though there is the wider and 
more important aspect of public benefit.’ 


IDEAL HOME 
EXHIBITION 
(Continued from page 463.) 


cavity wall which provides a degree of 
thermal and acoustic efficiency. 


There are four shops in the Village. 
The Imperial Chemical Industries Ltd., 
Plastics Division, displays domestic 
household equipment moulded in ICI 
‘Alkathene’ (Polythene), and an all-plas- 
tics kitchen. Wall Paper Stores Ltd. 
display a selected range of Crown wall- 
papers in Shop 2. In Shop 3, T. and W. 
Farmiloe Ltd., show Nine Elms paints 
and in Shop 4, H. Mudd and Son Ltd., 
exhibit a range of quick-frozen fish. 


At the exhibition, £1,000,000 of gold 
ingots, 200 of them, are to be seen in the 
Pavilion of Gold, staged by The Trans- 
vaal and Orange Free State Chamber of 
Mines. They are exhibited above great 
heaps of the ore from which they were 
extracted; it takes eight tons of ore to 
produce one ounce of pure gold. 


Close to the exhibited ingots are to be 
seen some magnificent specimens of the 
goldsmith’s art. There is a charming 
scrollholder, lent to the exhibition by the 
Duke of Edinburgh. From the magnifi- 
cent collection of gold plate lent by the 
Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths is 
the Queen’s Cup, which the Worshipful 
Company commissioned to be made to 
commemorate the Coronation and which 
was subsequently used by Her Majesty. 


For the first time English Electric Co. 
Ltd. are showing a complete range of 
appliances finished in a choice of five 
colours. Candy pink, aquamarine and 
lavender are the attractive new shades 
added to the more conventional white 
and primrose yellow enamels used for 
washing machines, dryers, refrigerators, 
cookers and food mixers. 


So that the kitchen décor may be 
changed, as other rooms, colour is applied 
only to easily replaced surfaces. 


The Hurseal Heating Group stand are 
showing full-colour transparencies and 
colour slides of many examples of hot 
water heating radiators for the home. 
The thin panel Hurseal-Gulf radiator is 
of particular interest. The group, com- 
prising Hurseal Ltd., Gulf Radiators Ltd.., 
Sealdraught Ltd., and its ‘ Fortafix’ 
division, are also exhibiting a comprehen- 
sive range of their heating and draught- 
proofing products. The new Hurseal 
*“Hurdapta III’ convector open fire is 
making its first appearance before the 
general public. Top and side grille 
accessories for its companion, the 
original ‘ Hurdapta,’ are also displayed. 


Also on view is a very wide selection 
of panel and column type oil-filled electric 
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‘Safety’ radiators; another newcomer tg 
the exhibition is the recently marketeg 
Hurseal Airing Cupboard Heater, 

Simplex Electric Co., are exhibiting for 
the first time at the Daily Mail Idea| 
Home Exhibition their Creda Debonair, 
a spin dryer. It is demonstrated cop. 
tinuously in an open demonstration 
theatre on the stand. Safety is a most 
important factor. When the clothes have 
been inserted, one operation closes the 
machine, automatically releasing the 
brake and switching it on. The one 
operation of opening the machine auto- 
matically stops the spinner and switches 
off the motor. 


The three-bedroomed house, exhibited 
by G. and T. Crouch Ltd., has been com- 
pletely decorated, furnished and equip. 
ped by the magazine Woman. The price 
of the house is given as £3,000. Mrs. 
Eileen Bell was commissioned to plan the 
decoration and select the furnishings for 
the house. The house, which is a Crouch 
‘Mayfair’ design, is convertible into an 
open plan, and a number of new building 
materials have been used including plastic 
water pipes, to guard against bursts. 


CIVIC BUILDING EXHIBITION 
Bristol’s Achievements on Show 


PAYMENTS to. building contractors 
sanctioned by Bristol City Architects’ 
Department during the post-war period has 
reached £28,000,000, said the Lord Mayor, 
Alderman G, A. Watson Allan, on Feb- 
ruary 27, when he opened an exhibition of 
post-war civic building in Bristol at the City 
Museum. The exhibition has been staged 
by the Architectural Committee. 


One feature of Bristol’s rebuilding illus- 
trated in the exhibition, and _ specially 
mentioned by the Lord Mayor, was the 
Colston Hall. It was one of the most 
modern halls in the country and compared 
favourably even with the Royal Festival 
Hall in London. 


The total of new dwellings built by the 
department was 21,000, and another 3,000 
had been built by private enterprise. Fifty 
new schools had provided 20,000 places, 
something of which the city could be proud. 


Mr. A. Bowden, chairman of the com- 
mittee, who presided at the opening, said 
the exhibition aimed to show the achieve- 
ments of the City Architects’ Department. 
Bristol had not proclaimed them from the 
rooftops, although there were permanent 
memorials throughout the city which served 
the purpose. The exhibition would be there 
in the entrance to the City Museum for 
some weeks, he said. 

Besides more than 40 photographs show: 
ing such projects as houses, flats, schools, 
clinics, shops and offices, the exhibition 
includes a new scale model of the Redcliff 
Development Area. 


DSIR Sectional List No. 3 


The Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research has issued its Sectional List 
No. 3, revised to October 1956, and contain- 
ing details of publications by HMSO or the 
Department which are still in print or 10 
the press. 
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TION Snookered ? Have you an extremely difficult flooring problem on your mind —a problem on which you 
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REINFORCEMENT 


WIREWELD reinforcement is a high tensile steel 
fabric, manufactured from Cold Drawn steel wire, 
electrically welded at all intersections, to B.S. 1221, 
Part A. Made in square mesh and oblong mesh, it 
gives maximum strength with a minimum of metal. 
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WIREWELD reinforcing fabric in the floors means 
less thickness of the floors and greater loads on the 
floors. With greater flexibility of planning and 
more space for use, WIREWELD represents both 
an initial and cumulative economy. 


A PRODUCT OF TWISTEEL REINFORCEMENT LTD. 


LONDON: 43 UPPER GROSVENOR STREET, W.1! (GROSVENOR 1216) 
MANCHESTER: 7 OXFORD ROAD, MANCHESTER 1 (ARDWICK 1691) 


BIRMINGHAM: ALMA STREET, SMETHWICK, 40 (SMETHWICK 199i) 


GLASGOW: 30 PINKSTON ROAD, GLASGOW, C.4. (BEL 2444) 
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COSTS OF COMPULSORY 
PURCHASE 


Implications of a Recent High 
Court Decision 
By a Legal Correspondent 


IN view of the fact that local authorities 

are acquiring land compulsorily for 
many purposes it is interesting to see 
what the decision in Harvey v Crawley 
Development Corporation implies. 

The development corporation were 
acquiring a large house, ‘St. Raphaels,’ 
Three Bridges-road, Crawley, and were 
prepared to pay £4,148 1s., the cost of the 
house and incidentals such as the cost of 
alteration to curtains and carpets. They 
were not however prepared without dis- 
pute to meet the further sum of £241 for 
legal costs, surveyors’ fees and other 
expenses in finding and acquiring another 
house. This claim came under the head 
of disturbance under rule 6 of section 2 
of the Acquisition of Land (Assessment 
of Compensation) Act 1946 and the Court 
of Appeal, who agreed with the Lands 
Tribunal, thought it should be allowed. 

The basis of the decision was that it 
was the logical result of the acquisition. 
The court did indicate that some claims 
might be too remote. For instance, an 
elderly lady who had sold her house 
could not claim the cost of living for the 
rest of her life in a guest house and a 
non-owner occupier could not claim 
brokerage expenses in converting the 
purchase money into stocks and shares. 
Such claims of course would be rather 
remote and it appears clear that disturb- 
ance covers a lot of incidental expendi- 
ture. 

The case in question was concerned 
with a large property. The majority of 
purchases by a local authority are of 
small properties mostly under slum clear- 
ance, but if the incidental expenditure 
is increased the cost of slum clearance 
will be very high. Until recently it has 
been accepted that under S.44 of the 
Housing Act, 1936, the local authority 
are given a discretion in paying reason- 
able expenses and towards the expenses 
of removal and loss occasioned by 
disturbance of trade or business. 

Now such incidental expenditure 
would appear to come within the meaning 
of disturbance under rule 6 of section 2 
of the Acquisition of Land (Assessment 
of Compensation) Act 1919, as under 
S.40(1) of the Housing Act 1936 the 1919 
Act provisions with modifications that 
do not affect disturbance apply to com- 
pulsory purchase on slum clearance. 

In the past even owner occupiers of 
‘condemned property have generally 
accepted Council houses as alternative 
accommodation and become tenants. 
Now in these days, when economic rents 
are widely charged for council houses 
and some owners may expect to receive 
extra payments under the Slum Clearance 
(Compensation) Act 1956, local authori- 
tiles may expect to pay not only for the 
adjustment of curtains and carpets (if 
they paid for these before the present 
decision) but also the cost of legal and 
Surveyors’ expenses in acquiring an 
alternative house. Such owners are not 


forced to accept council accommodation. 


SOUND INSULATION 
IN EDINBURGH HOUSES 
Experiments Suggested 
MPHE Department of Health for Scotland 

have written to Edinburgh Corpora- 
tion suggesting that they carry out an ex- 
periment to improve the ‘deafening’ 
(sound insulation) in certain flats at 
Hyvotsbank and Drylaw. The experiment, 
which would be carried out on one block, 
would involve filling spaces between floors 
with loose ash, and the stiffening of floor 
joists. The technical officers of both the 
Corporation and the Department consider 
that this might be a practicable solution, al- 
though there is difficulty in estimating how 
much it would cost. If the Corporation 
should decide to undertake the experiment 
on one block the Department would, if 
required, recommend borrowing consent for 
the expenditure and make available technical 
advice. 

Criticism of the deafening in flats at 
Hyvotsbank and Drylaw was made at a Cor- 
poration meeting in December. Following 
this meeting the Department of Health for 
Scotland invited Corporation representatives 
to discuss the matter, and later technical 
officers of the Corporation and the Depart- 
ment inspected the flats. 

In the letter the Department of Health say 
that it is agreed between the technical officers 
of both sides that the standard of sound in- 
sulation in the flats is not up to that 
required today. But it is also agreed that 
at the time the flats were designed and built 
(1950-52), the standards of sound insulation 
obtained were the best practicable for flats 
with timber floors, allowing for the national 
shortages of materials then prevailing. 


The Exchequer Subsidy 

No question arose at any point of the 
Department withholding Exchequer subsidy 
if the Corporation did not wish to build 
these flats, or if the specification of the 
houses was altered at any time to improve 
the sound insulation. 

The Corporation were in fact free to build 
the flats or not as they chose. The Depart- 
ment’s letter recalls the procedure followed 
at the time. Non-traditional houses were 
being built in large numbers all over Scot- 
land to help relieve the housing shortage. 
These houses were built to standard plans, 
and prefabricated in large part in the fac- 
tory. As a guide to the local authorities, 
and as a protection to the taxpayer, the 
Department of Health negotiated with the 
various promoters and examined their plans 
and specifications, taking the advice of the 
Building Research Station on certain points. 
The Department of Health were satisfied 
that the flats in question were satisfactory 
houses, having regard to the national short- 
ages of materials at the time. Edinburgh 
Corporation were not, however, compelled 
to build any particular type of house. A 
final decision on which type of house they 
wished to build always rested with each 
individual local authority. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. B. W. R. Hickmotr has been appointed 
to the board of the Norris Warming Co., Ltd., 
and not Norris Warming (Holdings), Ltd., as 
stated previously. 

Mr. BRIAN BAGNALL, BArch(L’pool), ARIBA, 
has been appointed additional London repre- 
sentative for Concrete Limited from April 1. 


STREAMLINING 
SANITARY APPLIANCES 


‘Stagnant By-laws’ Criticised 


RESENT-DAY legislation affecting the 
design of sanitary installations came in 
for strong criticism at a meeting of the 
Royal Society of Health, held in London on 
February 13. Mr. ALISTER MACDONALD, 
FRIBA, described this legislation as a 
‘hangover’ from the last century when in- 
adequate and unhealthy conditions pre- 
vailed in industrial cities. 


Although there had been a very consider- 
able rise in the standard of public health 
and housing, and of technical knowledge 
and improvements, these movements seemed 
to have had little effect on their ‘stagnant 
by-laws.’ Local authorities were slow-mov- 
ing and medical officers appeared to be un- 
duly conservative and unwilling to reassess 
precautions and degrees of safety in the 
light of progress. 


Mr. MacDonald complained that the 
architect and the manufacturer who sought 
to create new types of sanitary installations 
or to incorporate simplified and more 
economical materials and fittings were not 
encouraged by regulations as _ whole- 
heartedly as the state of contemporary sani- 
tary science technique justified. It was sur- 
prising that the building industry had taken 
so little note of the experience of other 
major industries producing consumer goods. 
It was high time that it was realised that the 
installation of standardised bathroom and 
kitchen units was not unreasonable. 


‘There is no real loss of individuality be- 
tween dwellings if my house has exactly the 
same bathroom as yours, he said. As 
things were, not even a lavatory basin con- 
formed to standard size, fixings and price. 
The result was that on practically all build- 
ing sites there was the ‘ fantastic but con- 
tinuously accepted’ spectacle of a sequence 
of trades cutting away and fixing, making 
good and chopping about one after the other 
in exactly the same place. 


Mr. MacDenald went on to say that while 
applauding the efforts of some local authori- 
ties to develop, encourage and use suitable 
and economical installations, the number of 
‘progressive authorities still seemed to be 
pitiably small.’ They were conscious of the 
need to reduce present building costs. If 
standards were not to be lowered then a 
greater use not only of standardised com- 
ponents but of standardised units and even 
rooms was necessary. 


He alleged that the authorities concerned 
with standards (and this included water com- 
panies) were too little alive to the advan- 
tages of new material and too quick to re- 
ject them out of hand or impede new 
methods. ‘ Manufacturers are too prone to 
take the least line of resistance; instead of 
leading the field they tend to excuse them- 
selves by quoting by-law difficulties or 
alleged lack of public demand or cost limi- 
tations.’ 


In conclusion, Mr. MacDonald said that 
since sanitary installations were always in 
demand, design research in this particular 
field was not a gamble but an investment. 
Mr. J. B. Thomson, Treasurer of the Society, 
presided over the meeting. 
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Packing-case Hire Service 
BRITISH RAILWAYS are co-operating 

with Messrs. Collico Ltd., of Barking, in 
introducing a new packing-case hire service 
for traders sending their goods by rail. The 
new service enables traders to hire the pack- 
ing-cases on a monthly basis saving them- 
selves the cost of providing or maintaining 
their own cases. A saving is also achieved 
in rail costs and so far as senders are con- 
cerned only the weight of the contents is 
subject to rail charges. 

The containers are made of metal, are 
completely collapsible, have no loose parts, 
and therefore greatly minimise the risk of 
damage or breakage of the contents. They 
each can carry up to two cwts. of mer- 
chandise. Cases may carry the users’ own 
advertisement and traders wishing to avail 
themselves of this service can obtain full 
details from their local railway goods agent 
or from the headquarters of the railway 
region in which they are situated. 


The Late R. W. Vawdrey 


The Indented Bar and Concrete Engineer- 
ing Co., Ltd., state that they have lost a 
much respected and valued member of their 
company by the recent death of Mr. R. W. 
Vawdrey, BA, AMICE, MI Struct. E, who 
was associated with them for 50 years as 
chief engineer and managing director and 
latterly as chairman. 


International Planning Conference 


Kent County Council Planning Committee 
have approved the nomination of Mr. 
J. W. R. Adams, county planning officer, to 
conduct one of the five study groups at the 
triennial congress of the International 
Federation for Housing and Town Planning 
at Liege, Belgium, from August 31 to Sep- 
tember 6. The committee told the County 
Council on February 27 that the federation 
was a society formed to promote and co- 
ordinate throughout the world the study and 
practice of housing and town and country 
planning with a view to securing higher 
standards of housing, the improvement of 
towns and cities and a better distribution of 
the population. Mr. Adams has been nomi- 
nated to represent the United Kingdom at 
the Congress. It is expected that some 
1,200-1.400 delegates from about 30 coun- 
tries will attend. 


Electricity Capital Charges 


Referring in a report to electricity charges 
at new schools, Oxfordshire education com- 
mittee says it is informed that when the new 
schools are built the Southern Electricity 
Board usually requires not only a guaran- 
teed minimum revenue but, in some cases, 
also a contribution towards the capital cost 
of bringing the service to the school. The 
committee does not consider that such con- 
ditions should be accepted unreservedly. It 
has given instructions that any request for 
both a guaranteed minimum revenue and a 
capital contribution for the same school 
should be ‘ strongly resisted.’ 


Land for Sale in Ilford 


As a result of a change of policy, the 
Ministry of Health have decided to sell 
about 40 acres of land adjoining Goodmayes 
Mental Hospital, Ilford. The area, situated 


near Eastern-avenue, is to be offered by 
public auction in two lots by Messrs. Knight, 
Frank & Rutley in a few weeks’ time. 

Seven Kings Water forms the eastern 
boundary, and between the site and Seven 
Kings Park on the south a further 144 acres 
are to be developed by Essex County 
Council for a community centre and school 
playing field. Although designated as 
hospital Jand in the County Development 
Plan, the land under offer will now be made 
available for other purposes, but an area of 
some 33 acres will be restricted to prevent 
residential or industrial development. Other- 
wise no formal applications are being made. 
There is a soil sewer through the land and 
other services are also available. 


New Appointment 


Redditch Urban Council's first housing 
manager will be Mr. Jack Fisher, who is at 
present housing manager to Rawmarsh 
(Yorkshire) Urban Council. 


Public Inquiry Dates 


Two new dates for the second public 
inquiry into the proposed £4,500,000 
gasification plant at Coleshill have been 
fixed by the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government. It will be held at Coleshill 
on April 25 and 26. The new inquiry will 
be into the appeal by the West Midlands 
Gas Board against refusal of planning per- 
mission by the Warwickshire County Coun- 
cil and the Meriden Rural District Council, 
largely on green belt and local amenity 
grounds. 


Clerks of Works Diploma Exam. 


The 1957 ABT Clerks of Works Diploma 
Examination will be held on April 25, 26 
and 27. The written examination will last 
for 2} days with an oral examination during 
the last session, and will cover the follow- 
ing subjects: 1, Building construction and 
services; 2, Building materials; 3, Quantities 
and estimating; 4, Land surveying; 5, Drain- 
age and sanitation; 6 Site practice. 

Candidates are not required to be mem- 
bers of the Association and non-members 
participate on the same terms as members. 
All applicants must have had approved 
experience of at least 10 years as a skilled 
building operative or supervisory tech- 
nician, of which five years must have been 
spent on the site. Copies of the syllabus 
and application forms, which must be 
returned by April 13, may be obtained, free 
of charge, from the General Secretary, 
ABT, 5, Ashley-place, SW1. Papers for 
previous years are also available. 


Mining Subsidence Precautions 


Five hundred post-war houses built by 
Staveley Urban Council on the Norbiggs 
Estate, Staveley, are to be reinforced with 
steel bands and iron bars to prevent damage 
by mining subsidence. The National Coal 
Board is to bear the cost of the work as 
mining operations are tunnelling under the 
estate. Eventually, the whole area will be 
undermined. 


COMPANY NEWS 


Acrow (Engineers), Ltd.—The company on 
February 26 declared an interim dividend of 
20 per cent. actual, less tax, on the ordinary 
share capital of £400,000 (compared with 20 
per cent. less income tax, on £350,000 ordinary 
share capital). Payable on April 27. 
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STRENGTH OF 
PLYWOOD 
The Influence of Adhesives 


A BULLETIN, published on February 20, 
gives the results of the third part of the 
investigation into the strength properties of 
plywood which is being carried out at the 
Forest Products Research Laboratory, 
evidenced by the loss in thickness of the 
publication is the effect of the adhesive op 
the strength of the plywood. 

It has been found that the strength 
properties of plywood are influenced by the 
processes of manufacture. During the 
bonding operation when pressure and heat 
are applied to the veneers the wood becomes 
plastic and a permanent compression js 
produced. The amount of compression, as 
evidenced by the loss of thickness of the 
plywood, varies with the type of adhesive, 
the adhesive itself being forced into the 
wood cavities immediately adjacent to the 
glue lines to form thin irregular layers of a 
compressed impregnated wood. These 
layers have an effect on strength which 
becomes more significant as the veneer 
thickness is reduced. 

THe bulletin gives a detailed analysis of 
the formation of layers of compressed 
impregnated wood when a phenolic resin 
adhesive, a urea resin adhesive and an 
animal blue are used to bond gaboon 
veneers of various thickness. The effect of 
the layers on bending, compression, tension 
and shear strengths is also determined and a 
limit to veneer thickness is suggested below 
which the equations for calculating ultimate 
strength values, described in earlier publica- 
tions, should not be applied. 


BUILDING BLOCKS 
Industry's Attempt to Hold Prices 


IN PROPOSING the toast to ‘ The building 
Industry’ at the eighth annual luncheon of 
the Federation of Building Block Manufac- 
turers, held in the Piccadilly Hotel, W1, on 
Tuesday, Mr. H. G. FRISWELL, president, 
said: ‘The past year has brought us many 
anxieties, particularly those arising from 
ever-increasing costs, but we were pleased to 
associate ourselves with the bold effort made 
by many organisations in the building trade, 
to try to keep down costs by effecting a 
standstill of prices. 

Continuing, he said that the Federation 
had kept faith with this promise, taking every 
rise as part of their costs until, in December, 
they were obliged to indicate an increase to 
cover the very heavy burden which the 
Government placed on _ transport costs 
owing to the Suez crisis. This was the last 
straw which broke the camel’s back. ‘ Speak- 
ing generally,’ Mr. Friswell went on, ‘our 
section of the industry has done very well 
during the past year in holding its market for 
the clinker block, although we must not deny 
there was clear indication that we had passed 
into a more competitive market. 

In conclusion, the president said the 
Federation was trying to follow the strong 
lead of the best elements in the building 
trade towards better research and technical 
education. 


————— 





*Forest Products Research Bulletin No. 39. 
‘The Strength Properties of Plywood, Part 3: 
The Influence of the Adhesive.’ Published by 
HMSO for DSIR, price 2s. 6d., by post 2s. 80: 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


By Our Parliamentary Correspondent 


The Building Programme 


HE Minister of Housing and Local 

Government was a little coy about com- 
mitting himself to an estimate of the number 
of houses it was expected would be com- 
pleted in England and Wales this year, and 
his reticence in this matter was a significant 
change from the generally buoyant optimism 
of his predecessors. a 

Mr. BROOKE was one of four Ministers 
who were answering questions in the Com- 
mons on February 26 about various aspects 
of the Government’s building programmes, 
and declined to be drawn into verifying that 
the target of 300,000 houses a year was still 
the policy of his department. 

Whether that was a tacit confirmation of 
the suspicion that housing has received a 
severe check from the Government’s mone- 
tary policy or not, the Minister’s comment 
that it was the ‘Government's policy that a 
high level of house building should be main- 
tained’ was remarkably unrevealing. 

Mrs. Joyce BUTLER asked the Minister 
how many houses had been built by co- 
operative housing societies and how many 
by self-build housing associations during the 
last five years, and for a statement about 
his department’s policy towards such asso- 
ciations. 

Mr. BROOKE said that no_ separate 
figures were available for the two groups 
mentioned. Between January 1, 1952, and 
December 31, 1956, 31,298 houses were com- 
pleted by all housing associations in England 
and Wales. His policy, like that of his 
predecessors, was always to encourage the 
work of housing associations. 

Kent New Town Project 

Mr. LINDGREN asked the Minister whether 
in view of his expression of regret in refus- 
ing permission to the Dolphin Development 
and Management Company, Limited, to 
build a new town on land at Allhallows-on- 
Sea and as such refusal removed one of the 
possible means of helping towards the decen- 
tralisation of London industry and popula- 
tion, he would consider sympathetically a 
modified proposal involving the use of a 
substantially smaller acreage of agricultural 
land. 

Mr. Brooke: Any such proposal would 
be for the Kent County Council as local 
planning authority to consider on its merits 
in the first instance. 

Mr. GRAEME FINLAY asked the Minister if, 
taking into account the current level of 
rentals of houses in new towns, together 
with the rates of interest payable on loans 
to development corporations, he would take 
action to have the existing level of new town 
housing subsidies re-examined. 

Mr. Brooke: The housing subsidies and 
additional grants payable in respect of 
houses built by new town development cor- 
Porations were increased from £29 8s. Od 
to £32 a year by the Housing Subsidies Act, 
1956. 1 do not think there is a case for 
further increase. The interest rate on 
advances to development corporations was 
reduced by } per cent. from February 16. 


Interest Rates 


Mrs. Joyce BUTLER asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, how many 


local authorities had made representations to 
him deprecating the raising of interest rates 
on moneys borrowed by local authorities for 
housing purposes and the reduction of the 
amount of subsidy paid for houses built 
by local authorities for letting to persons 
other than those living in unfit dwellings. 

Mr. Bevins, Parliamentary Secretary. 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 
in a written reply, stated: 142 out of 1,468 
local authorities. 


Mr. JANNER asked the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer for an assessment of the number 
of transfers, by way of sale, of houses in 
England and Wales, and Scotland, respec- 
tively, since 1939. 

Mr. PETER THORNEYCROFT, in a written 
reply, stated: Complete figures since 1939 
are not available. Total number of transac- 
tions involving the sale of interests in land 
(including houses) 1945-1956 was about 
7,000,000 for England and Wales, and 
500,000 for Scotland. Separate figures for 
houses are not available. 


Mr. BRIAN HarRISON asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government if he 
had yet approved the Essex county plan. 

Mr. BeEviINS: The Minister hopes to com- 
plete his consideration of the plan in the 
next few weeks. The maps will require 
revision in the light of his decisions, before 
the plan can be formally approved. 

Mr. HARRISON asked if the Parliamentary 
Secretary could ensure that town plans were 
published soon, because many progressive 
towns were having their development 
delayed because the county plan had not 
been passed. 

Mr. BevINS said that he understood that 
14 out of 18 had been fully considered. 


Mrs. CULLEN asked the Secretary of State 
for Scotland why the redevelopment of 
Gorbals would require 20 years to complete. 


Mr. Mactay: The Gorbals redevelop- 
ment scheme is one of a number of similar 
projects which the corporation of Glasgow 
propose to put in hand in various congested 
districts throughout the city in the next few 
years. I understand that their estimate of 
20 years for the completion of the Gorbals 
project takes account of their prospective 
commitments on these other schemes which 
will be going on at the same time. 


Factory Building Restrictions 

MR. CHETWYND asked the President of the 
Board of Trade whether he would relax the 
restrictions on the building of extensions to 
Government-owned factories in develop- 
ment areas with particular reference to 
factories on the North Tees Estate, Stock- 
ton-on-Tees. 

Sir Davip Eccles: No. It is still neces- 
sary to exercise the strictest. economy in 
Government expenditure and the policy in 
respect of the building of factories and 


471 


extensions in the Development Areas 
remains as explained by Mr. Walker-Smith 
in answer to Mr. Harold Wilson on June 5 


Mr. CHETWYND said that it was some- 
what unfair that private factories could go 
ahead with extensions when firms on trading 
estates were debarred from doing so. This 
was creating disquiet which might result in 
some factories leaving the development 
areas in the near future. 


Sirk Davin said that firms in development 
areas were not debarred from doing so, if 
they would do it themselves. There were 
two applications for extensions from tenants 
on the North Tees Estates, and one of those 
firms was considering building for itself. 


Mr. Jay: Surely, even in their economy 
campaigns, the Government are capable of 
distinguishing between capital development 
and current expenditure? 

Sir Davip: Yes. 


Mr. Tom WILLIAMS asked how the Presi- 
dent squared his first reply with the large 
Government building costing millions of 
pounds now being undertaken in Man- 
chester, and for which there was no neces- 
sity at all. 

Sir Davip said that he would have to see 
when those Government buildings in Man- 
chester were started and when they were 
authorised. 


Local Authority Loans 


Mr. SYDNEY IRVING asked the Minister te 
state the amounts of loans made to local 
authorities during the last six years for 
advances under the Small Dwellings Act and: 
for improvement grants, respectively, to- 
gether with the amounts applied for but not 
sanctioned. 


Mr. Brooke: Amounts borrowed by 
local authorities for advances under the 


Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts and 
similar provisions in the Housing Acts 
were: 1949-50, £6.9m.; 1950-51, £14.7m.; 


1951-52 £23.5m.; 1952-53, £21m.; 1953-54, 
£26.2m.; 1954-55, £45m. 


I regret that the other information asked 
for is not available. 


Mr. IRVING asked the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to state the total number and 
amount of loans applied for by local 
authorities from the Public Works Loan 
Board in each of the last six years, with 
the total of loans not sanctioned by the 
Board. 


MR. THORNEYCROFT gave the following 
table showing the number and total amount 
of applications for advances from the Pub- 
lic Works Loan Board and the number and 
total amount of these applications which 
were not sanctioned by the board, during 
the financial years 1951-1952 to 1955-1956 
and for the nine months to December 31, 
1956: 




















No. of Amount of Bane of Total amount of 

Year applications applications tr Sey lag applications 

for advances for advances sanctioned by the not sanctioned 
£ Board £ 
1951/52 ve 20,074 401,868,777 nil nil 
1952/53 mea 21,718 436,160,254 nil nil 
1953/54 ane 17,965 327,552,137 nil nil 
1954/55 17,925 385,851,628 nil nil 

1955/56 sais 16,539 386,866,240 163 22,527,847 

1956/57 (9 months) 6,920 123,772,465 236 31,910,074: 
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Mr. Wuiretaw asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, if he was 
aware that owners of houses scheduled for 
future demolition by local authorities under 
the Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954, 
suffered an immediate loss in the value of 
their property, but did not receive any com- 
pensation under the Slum Clearance Com- 
pensation Act, 1956, until action was taken 
by the local authority, which might be 
several years ahead: and if he would take 
action by legislation or otherwise to ensure 
that such owners did not suffer an injustice 
if they had to sell their properties in the 
intervening period. 

Mr. Brooke: The Slum Clearance (Com- 
pensation) Act, 1956, alzeady allows an 
owner-occupier entitled to the benefit of the 
Act to let his house, while retaining his 
right to compensation at the higher rate. 
If. however, he needs to realise the com- 
pensation at once. he can ask the local 
authority either to buy the house, or to put 
a closing or demolition order on it ahead 
of their time-table. I do not think that 
there is a case for amending legislation. 

Jaguar Factory Fire 
N R. EDELMAN asked the Minister of 
= Supply how many thousands of 
square feet of soft board were used by his 
department to line the roof of the factory 
at present used by Jaguars at Coventry; and 
whether his department were aware that this 
soft-board was highly inflammable. 

Mr. W. J. Taytor, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Ministry of Supply, in a written reply 
on February 26, stated: Five hundred and 
thirteen thousand square feet of fibre insu- 
lating board were used when the factory was 
built in 1938-39. This material is not in itself 
highly inflammable, but was one of the fac- 
tors that contributed to the spread of a fire 
started elsewhere. 

Mr. Rospert Carr, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Ministry of Labour, replying to ques- 
tions about the recent fire at the Jaguar 
motor factory in Coventry, said in the House 
of Commons on February 28 that account 
was taken of the fire hazard of untreated 
insulated linings to factory structures in the 
work of the Factory Inspectorate on fire 
prevention. He was not yet able to announce 
the outcome of the consideration by the 
department of the desirability of making 
regulations. 

An inspector from the Coventry district 
office visited the factory the morning after 
the fire. The district inspector had had dis- 
cussions with officers of the Coventry fire 
brigade and other experts. The provisions 
of the Factories Act relating to fire were 
concerned with the safety of workpeople, 
and he was glad to say that they all appeared 
to have been properly observed. 

Mr. EDELMAN said that the chief officer 
of the Coventry fire brigade gave a solemn 
warning to the management of the factory 
that there was a serious fire hazard result- 
ing from the form of lining with insulating 
board in the factory. In view of the 
catastrophe to human life which might have 
occurred but for the prompt action of the 
fire brigade, would the Minister say whether 
the fact that no action had been taken was 
because of the confusion of responsibility, 
and whether they were acting on the advice 
of the chief officer of the fire brigade. 

MR. CarR said that he would like to have 
that examined. All the regulations required 


by the Factories Acts were being properly 
observed, and in view of the excellent record 
of the company in its relations with the 
workers, and the care it took of them, he 
would not in any way like to substantiate 
what Mr. Edelman said without examining 
it more closely. 


Warning to Company 


Later, Mr. EDELMAN said that the chief 
officer of the Coventry fire brigade had 
drawn the attention of the Jaguar company 
to the nature of the roof, saying that it was 
of r.p.n. sheeting and insulating boards, 
which were recognised as two of the greatest 
hazards in building materials for spreading 
fire. Several major fires had occurred in the 
last few years arising from these untreated 
insulating boards. 

As practically all the former shadow 
factories in Coventry were constructed in 
precisely that way would the Under Secre- 
tary give the matter his urgent attention, 

Mr. Carr said that he could assure Mr. 
Edelman that they were giving this matter 
their most urgent attention. Mr. Edelman 
would appreciate that the interest of the fac- 
tory inspectorate in the prevention of fire was 
new. They were embarking on new territory 
and would examine it as urgently as they 
could. 

Mr. Butter, Home Secretary and Lord 
Privy Seal, answering questions about the 
fire, stated in a written reply on the same 
day that the report by Dr. J. B. Firth, 
director of the Home Office North-western 
Forensic Science Laboratory, was, he under- 
stood, to the effect that there was no evi- 
dence of arson. 

He also stated that in November, 1956, 
the chief fire officer at Coventry had given 
to the company, at their request, a compre- 
hensive report about fire risks and precau- 
tions in the factory, and that the report 
referred to the fire hazard of the roof, which 
was partly attributable to the nature of the 
roof lining. 

Mr. EDELMAN asked the Home Secretary 
what measures of safety he had recom- 
mended to builders and engineers engaged in 
factory construction after the fire at the 
Nash-Kelvinator works at Crewe in Sep- 
tember, 1956, where bituminous roof cover- 
ings undercovered with fibre insulating board 
caught fire in circumstances similar to those 
at the Jaguar factory recently. 

Mr. BuTLer: I am informed that no ad- 
vice was issued by Government departments 
to builders and engineers as a direct result 
of the fire at the Nash-Kelvinator works. A 
great deal of guidance, both about fibre- 
board and about roof coverings, has been 
made available by various departments in 
their publications, by fire brigades, and by 
voluntary bodies such as the Fire Protection 
Association. 


OTHER BUSINESS 


Oxford Ring Road 


Lorp Mancrort, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Defence, announced in the 
House of Lords on February 27 that pre- 
paration of engineering details for the 
western sections of the Oxford ring road had 
been authorised, and it was hoped that con- 
struction would begin next year. Financial 
approval had just been given for the eastern 
by-pass, and he hoped the Oxford city and 
county councils would be able to start work 
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soon. Objections had been Jodyed about the 
proposed line for the road to the south 
between sandford and South Hinksey, which 
included the remaining section of the ring 
road. Those were being considered, : 
He added, in reply to another question, 
that most of the road lay across land liable 
to flooding, and it meant that a considerable 
length would have to be built on an embank- 
ment and about 13 bridges would be 
required. It might be necessary to con- 
struct a viaduct at the crossing on the River 
Thames, a canal and a railway which fay 
within a distance of about 500 yards. The 
work would obviously take a long time. 


Guided Missile Range 

LorD MANCROFT, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Defence, informed the House of 
Lords on February 27 that the preparatory 
work on the guided missile range on the 
Island of South Uist in the Hebrides was in 
progress. The Inverness County Council 
were carrying out some road work for the 
Ministry of Defence, and about 100 men of 
the airfield construction branch of the RAE 
were constructing a deep-water wharf at 
Loch Carnan. The erection of a camp at 
Benbecula to house the labour force to be 
used on South Uist was expected to star: 
soon. The precise scope of the guided 
weapons establishment had not been fully 
determined and he could not indicate at pre- 
sent the precise number of people to be 
employed on its construction. The number 
might be about 3,000. 


Preservation of a Dickens House 

Mr. KENNETH ROBINSON asked | the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment if he would take action to preserve 
No. 1, Devonshire-terrace, WI. a house of 
architectural merit and of outstanding his- 
toric interest. 

Mr. BEvINS, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry, replying on February 26, said: 
This house is included in the list of build- 
ings of special architectural or historic 
interest compiled under Section 30 of the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947. Two 
months’ notice of any proposal to demolish 
it or seriously to affect its character must, 
therefore, be given to the local planning 
authority, who are required to notify the 
Minister. If any such notice is received the 
association of the house with Charles 
Dickens will certainly be borne in mind. 

Mr. ROBINSON said that this was the house 
in which David Copperfield was written, and 
it would be demolished in six months unless 
the Minister or the planning authority did 
something to stop it. He asked for an assur- 
ance that the Minister would not give pet- 
mission for the demolition of the house. 

Mr. BEVINS said that the LCC, which was 
the planning authority, had not yet received 
notice of any intention to demolish it, nor 
had planning permission been granted. It 
would thus be improper for the Minister to 
express an opinion one way or the other. 


Unemployment in Building 


Dr. BARNETT Stross asked the Minister of 
Labour how many workers employed in 
building operations were unemployed or on 
short-time in Stoke-on-Trent. 

Mr. IAIN MACLEOD, replying on February 
28, said there were 424 at February 11, in- 
cluding five registered as temporarily 
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stopped. Statistics of short-time working 
were not available for the building industry. 

Dr. STROSS said that this was a fairly 
cent and deplorable phenomenon, and it 
vas feared that it would tend to get worse 
for the local authority which was _handi- 
capped from building the number of houses 
it used to build. Would the Minister use his 
influence with the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government and the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer to point out that municipal 
housing was being destroyed in many areas 
pecause Of the policies of the past? 

Mr. MACLEOD said that it was true that in 
all areas there was a seasonal slackening to 
ne taken into account in the figures. He 
would be happy to investigate the special 
difficulties of Stoke-on-Trent and discuss 
them with the other Ministers. 


LCC 
Review of London Building Acts 


London Development 

Plan having been in operation for 
nearly two years, the London County 
Council’s town planning committee consider 
that a further general review of the London 
Building Acts and by-laws would be useful. 
Before any such general review is under- 
taken, however, they think that the general 
principles governing the control of con- 
struction of buildings in London under the 
Acts and by-laws should be examined to 
determine whether the present system is in 
accord with the needs of modern building 
development and with current methods and 
techniques, bearing in mind the need to pro- 
tect the interests of the public. The com- 
mittee propose to appoint an advisory com- 
mittee similar to that set up in 1931 repre- 
senting the wide variety of interests con- 
cerned. 

The advisory committee will consist of 
20 persons, 12 appointed by the LCC (in- 
cluding five members of the Council, the 
remainder being eminent members of the 
professions engaged in building with wide 
knowledge of building design and _ tech- 
niques) and eight nominated by the Metro- 
politan Boroughs’ Standing Joint Com- 
mittee, the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects, the Royal Institution of Chartered 
‘Surveyors, the Institution of Structural 
Engineers, the Institution of Civil Engineers, 
the Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research, the London Master Builders’ 
Association, and the National Federation of 
Buildings Trades Operatives. 

Discussions now taking place between the 
Council and the Metropolitan Boroughs’ 
Standing Joint Committee as to the delega- 
tion of certain Building Acts functions to 
the Metropolitan Borough Councils will 
continue independently. 


THE County of 


Chelsea Polytechnic Extension 
_THE Councit has approved proposals 
lor the extension of Chelsea Polytechnic 
over a site in Manresa-road, Chelsea; the 
use of the site for this purpose requires an 
amendment of the Development Plan. With 
the agreement of the Chelsea Borough 


‘Council the town planning committee are 


ning the Council to submit to the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
Proposals to alter the zoning of the site from 


‘residential to school site. 


NEW LCC * OVERSPILL* 
ESTATE 
Bedfordshire Scheme 


AsouTt 7,000 Londoners are to be settled 
on a new overspill estate north of Houghton 
Regis, near Dunstable, Bedfordshire. The 
estate, which will cover 198 acres, will be 
built by the London County Council, acting 
as agents for Luton Rural District Council. 
The site of the new estate is not far from 
the new factories of Commer Cars and 
Vauxhall Motors, at Dunstable. 

A statement issued by the rural council 
on February 28 said a compulsory purchase 
order for the land had already been made 
and would shortly be sent to the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government for con- 
firmation. The land had already been indi- 
cated by the Minister as suitable for 
development. 

The dismissal of local car workers had 
caused the rural council great concern about 
the desirability of proceeding with any such 
scheme, but the LCC, after conferring with 
the local motor-car industry, were satisfied 
with the development position as revealed 
by representatives of the industry and were 
anxious that the development should pro- 
ceed as quickly as possible. 

HOUSING NEEDS OF 

OLD PEOPLE 
A Doctor's Views 

4YOUR main needs in connection with the 

housing of old people were enumerated 

by Dr. MARJORY WARREN, MRCS, LRCP, 
in a paper on this subject given at a meet- 
ing of the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors, held in London on February 21. 
Dr. Warren is consultant physician to the 
Geriatric Unit, and Deputy Medical Direc- 
tor of the West Middlesex Hospital. In the 
conclusion to her paper she said:— 

In summarising, I would suggest 
what is needed at present is: 

(1) An accurate survey of the numbers 
of old persons who need _ housing 
adequately at the present time, and wait- 
ing lists will not give this figure; 

(2) Bold and imaginative research into 
the best kinds of houses for old persons, 
with special reference to such matters as 
floors, heating, lighting, baths and toilets; 

(3) More social work in connection with 
the old at home and with especial atten- 
tion to housing conditions; 

(4) Fearless reform to eradicate this 
great social evil among those least able 
to speak or act for themselves. 

In the medical world, there is not a 
shadow of doubt that the inadequacy of 
accommodation for old people is already 
increasing the social problems which are so 
closely integrated with physical and mental 
illness. Already, at times, the old have to 
enter hospital because the home is too 
inadequate for the domiciliary services to 
function; and without such services adequate 
care cannot be given at home. Similarly, 
there remain in hospitals patients who, from 
the medical point of view, could go home 
if housing were good. Others whose social 
conditions necessitate a vacancy in a welfare 
home are kept waiting because there are no 
vacancies—and this is also partly due to bad 
housing. 

Patients who should go into hospital and 
have to wait usually deteriorate and need 


that 
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longer when finally admitted. And thus it 
is that bad housing leads to overcrowding 
of hospitals and welfare homes—and those 
who must wait may well need, when a bed 
is offered, permanent care. 


BUILDERS’ BENEVOLENT 
INSTITUTION 
Election of Officers 
At the annual general meeting of the 
Builders’ Benevolent Institution, held at 47, 
Bedford-square, WC1, on February 21, the 
following were elected as officers of the 
Institution for 1957: 


President, Mr. Gerald A. Hill, OBE, 
FIOB (Higgs & Hill, Ltd.). Vice-President, 
Mr. Nigel Hannen, FIOB (Holland & 


Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd.). Hon. Treasurer, 
Mr. H. J. Falkus, FIOB (Falkus Bros., Ltd.). 
Auditors, Knox, Cropper & Co. 

The following retiring members were re- 
elected to serve upon the Management Com- 
mittee: Messrs. P. Smallwood (Fredk. 
Smith & Co. (Builders) Ltd.); N. E. Wates 
(Wates, Ltd.); R. S. Williams (J. P. 
Williams, Ltd.); K. C. F. Foster (Charles S. 
Foster & Sons, Ltd.); F. L. Baker (Wm. 
Shurmur & Sons. Ltd.); P. H. Bates (Thomas 
Bates & Sons, Ltd.); L. H. Colls (Trollope 
& Colls, Ltd.); A. H. P. Hudson (John 
Greenwood, Ltd.); G. C. Lawrence (Walter 
Lawrence & Son, Ltd.). Mr. W. K. Laing, 
MICE (John Laing & Son, Ltd.) was elected 
to serve as a new member of the committee. 

It was announced that the annual dinner 
of the Institution would be held at the Dor- 
chester Hotel on April 9, and that Pro- 
fessor Sir Albert Richardson would be the 
guest of honour on that occasion. 


Im. SLUM DWELLERS TO BE 
REHOUSED 
Five Years’ Programme 


SPEAKING at Kingscourt, Glos., on Feb- 
ruary 28, where he was opening houses built 
by Stroud Rural District Council under the 
slum-clearance campaign, Mr. J. R. Bevins, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government, said: 
‘When the Government decided to encourage 
local authorities in a massive slum-clearance 
campaign, it did so because the housing of 
two and a half million people in slum 
properties—not all in our big cities—mocks 
at our national living standards.” 

Mr. Bevins said the Ministry hoped to 
rehouse year by year 200,000 people living 
in slums, and in the first five years of the 
campaign local authorities aimed to rehouse 
one million people. Before 1939 the Govern- 
ment had embarked on an equally ambitious 
policy which was frustrated by the war and 
the urgent need for more houses in the post- 
war years. Meanwhile the slum problem 
had grown as more and more houses deteri- 
orated through lack of maintenance. 

‘If, therefore, we are to meet this chal- 
lenge,’ he said, ‘not only must existing 
slums be cleared, but, what is equaily 
important, we must be sure that new slums 
are not brought into being through the 
decay of existing houses. Although the 
political parties do not see eye to eye on 
how this should be done—indeed, we seem 
to disagree about it quite a bit—at least 
we are agreed that, somehow or other, the 
appalling wastage in housing which is going 
on continually must be arrested.’ 
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CURRENT. PRICES OF MATERIAL 





HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
£600: 

Pit Ballast say sie se sia «os per ya. i 7O 
Pit Sand ne ase sie ss ee we x ie ee 
Washed Sand ... cue cae sa = ses Pt 7 
4 in. Shingle... ae sae sate sie — x ie ae 
3 in. Broken Brick mn es _ 5 1 0 6 
Pan Breeze se eee as 10 9 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate . per ton 3 5 0 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 

tion delivered Charing Cross area. 

6-ton loads and upwards, site oP . per ton > 4 6 

1 to 6 tons, site ; = 5 16 6 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- 

wards to site nn och : rr 5.15 0 

lto6tons do. site a 6 7 0 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 
ordinary cement prices. 

Red. Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots es a 8 1 0 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 298s. Od. to 688s. Od. sss ton. 

White Portland Cement : ep 6 13) sD ine 

ae ton _... per cwt. 15 10 

7 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 

“aa upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portiand Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 8s. Od. to £14 3s. Od. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


per ton 617 9 


ous cement, 6-ton lots and up ‘ . 14.15 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway ‘Depot, 

London d e. 617 6 
Moler Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks (London 
» sites). ats ie aie vr ii 0. per cwt. 110 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks ; ise re ate ... per 1,000 12 17 O 
Second Hard Stocks ... ei sik = si 3 11 16 0 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... ns sis san i ae ee 
Mild Stocks me 8 16 6 
All toaded free into lorry at the works. The question 

of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 

be obtained from job to job. 
2% in. Nominal Fleiton Bricks to sites in W.C. 

District Commons ... ita ee ae oe ne $415 0 

Cellular do. Se — — i s ma +15 0 

Keyed do. wats ion = esis _ a $17 0 

Rustics Sod oi ea ee a0 3 2 3.0 

Cellular Rustics ne 7 was at an me T'S 

Single Bullnose Commons. isk 56 ete: ne 7 3 © 

Sandfaced_ ... ne ro a se si ee 8 2 6 

Tuscans es ees ras Ae ee - 8 17 6 

Saxons ; _ seid ~— ‘ee oy ss 9 5 6 

Golden Buffs. dae cae - sid be RE 9 12 6 

Dapple Light ss ne 10 7 6 
Best Blue ane Staffs (London Stations) | Ses = 28 15 6 

». Bullnose (London Stations) ... By a rh 29 9 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . Ss Pits re 2s 19 0 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) done ma ns 10 8 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites)... soe es 917 O 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London ‘sites) sis a 718 6 
23 in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 

Stations) sic eek wee i 2746.3 
3 in. do.  (L ondon Stations) .. eee bs $s 33 8 O 
23 in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) cas ss 36 0 0 
2% in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 

(London sites) RA is 8 6 
7: oa eae -made Multi Red Facings (London a 
i : ‘Hand- made Sandfaced Red Facings (Condon 

sites) . ; os 15 13 6 








23 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings ladies 

(London sites) -- per 1,000 16 8 6 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 

shire district (London sites) ae - 18 19 9 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings. 

Berkshire district (London sites) a 18 19 9 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London ‘sites) . i 42 17 6 
23 in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) 13,16 6 
2§ in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings : 

(London sites) pe 15 6 0 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), “White, » Wory,, ‘Brown— 

Stretchers aes s 64 0 0 

Headers = ‘ oes ae si 63 0 0 

Quoins, Bullnose and 4} in. Flats” eas eae 80 0 0 

Double Stretchers ... - ae se “oe se 85 0 0 

Double Headers ste ae gee soe AG 7710 0 

One side and two ends __... ae S50 sia nn 87 0 0 

Two sides and oneend _.... re sia See ¢ 89 10 0 

Splays and Squints sie 83 0 0 

Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 25% for Best quality and 
plus 25% less 10°¢ for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District.) 
HOLLow CLAy ParTiTION BLOocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads 
WS. sie aes es 140 yds. fe os. peryd.sup. 4 § 
#34 if. 5.5 140 yds. ee a ne 48 
*s'in.G cavity) 120 yds. sa ‘5 3 5 
BUILDING BLOcks (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) oe 110 yds. oy sae a 5 7 
*4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. BRS 6 10 


6 in, (83 in. x S$in.) 1,250 blocks : per 1,000 26 18 0 
* Half blocks at no extra charge. 


CLINKER CONCRETE 


2 in. iF RA aN 100 yds. ; .«. per yd. sup. 3 9 
. S| ee KS cca 85 yds. ee stat m 4 4 
3 in. mar = aoe 75 yds. see eee es a, 
4 in. cm ae wee 55 yds. nee ise s 6 5 
CRANHAM 
2m, eg eee — es ere ee ae > 6 9 
24 in. =e so _ si see <sle a TS 
3 in. wee ae sah eee aoe nee ue ne 8 9 
4 in. wag ine aoe re - 10 9 
4} in. Load bearing quality a me -. 11 10 
MOLER PARTITION 'BLocks 
2 in. es AR es 150 yds. wee we Pe 16 3 
os ae ae ier 120 yds. aes ee s 16 6 
Sin. a: — a 100 yds. aa aus . 16 10 
4ip. a... one 90 yds. ss 20 0 


LIGHTWEIGHT Concaete BUILDING AND PARTITION BLocks OF VARIOUS 
Sources OF MANUFACTURE 


2 in. re ae ee 100 yds. ae aan Ay 5 10 
i aa bee ae 80 yds. Be sis 7.0 
Sats Sve a oe 65 yds. iss ae Be 8 2 
Sa. ase oe B 50 yds. fe a ; 9 8 
re ‘Sa re 44 yds. sae Ree zs 10 4 
Oh Gee : J 33 yds. mre us 13 10} 
” THERMALITE- YTONG PARTITION BLOcKs 
2h Is <s. ; aan 144 yds. eu jap) 
‘THERMALITE- YTONG LOADBEARING INSULATING BLocks 
3 in. eax : ee 120 yds. ae oe a 8 6 
4 in. rc See ae 90 yds. ve ee ‘e HW 
5 in. re pe ann 72 yds. So — 5 13 10 
6 in. oe ae ss 60 yds. ‘is ee Mh 16 7 
8tin. ... oa ie 42 yds. ete ae E33 


FLooR BLOCKS AND FILLER Ties 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. adie 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads cal 1,000 34 1 0 


4 in. GO: =... i — ee ae are 36 10 0 
5 in. GOs) va oe wots hes cos _ es 43 15 0 
6 in. 0... is ose ae ae oe i 49 19 0 
7 in. GO: 4... cies sts in es See = 61 8 0 
8 in. do. 71.19 0 
KS" xe ‘Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1,000 multiples: _ 15 0 
12? xa? 2” . do. do. 15 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Revised Standard 
List (Nov., 1956) prices delivered London Area. 

Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot or Manufacturers Works. 

Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 

Over 2 tons Under 2 tons Under Z tons 
~ 78% % 

+10% —74% 

+374%—-74% 

+474 %- 14% 


Best Quality... 
BSS Best do. ... 
Tested Quality 
BSS Tested do. 


+ 82% + 
+10% +83% +10% + 15% 
+374°% 483% = +374°%415% 
+474 %-+ 83% +475 +15 % 





THE BUILD 


sTONEV 


3 in. Lanc 
4in. 
6 in. c 
9 in. 


DAMP C 


Hessian ba 
cut to W 
delivered 

Asbestos b 

Lead we: 

18in. » 

14 in. x 9 
din. > x9 

18in. x 4 

14in. x 4 
gin. x 4 


STONE 


Bath Ston 
Monks 
St. Aldl 

Deliv: 
B.F 

Doulting § 

Beer Ston: 

Portland 5 
Brown 

delive 
Sout! 

Yorkshire 
Deliver 

9 in. 
stooled 

12 in. 

12 in. X 
12in. x 
14in. Xx 

44 in. X 
3 in. saw 

Templ 
thick 
De 
brick 
Hard Yo 
12 in. 
14 in. 
and 
12 in. 
2in. R 
2 in. Si 


TILES | 


Delivere 
Machine 
Lincol 
Hand-m: 
Hand-m 
Hand-m 
Machine 
Hand-m 
Machine 
Concret 
do. 
NoTE.— 


SLATE 
First-qu 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
£ «sé. 
3in. Land Drain sate (in 12 in. a -« per y,@oO fi S 6 if te. 4 Hloslooacal Peas Pattern 4 in. deal oo 
4in, dO... . oe tee eee ” 14 16 6 2ft.Oin. x 6ft.6in. ... wee ach 112 0 
6 in. dO. sc wis re aa ee oes ie 30 14 O Fh Fin: X68. Cin 113 0 
Gin, dO... sre nee wee nee tee + 589 0 2 ft.6in. x 6ft.6in. ... Sat NO sae 114 0 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. eae wi we 116 6 
DAMP COURSE 2 in. on Pym top panel open. Pattern 4 x Gin deal oe 
fs. d. Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 2 ft.9in. x 6ft.6in. ... ya im ie = 211 6 
cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over in. 2 Panel, top pane! open. Pattern 2 x G in deal ” 
6 8 6 delivered London area ss 7 ... per yd. sup. 3 9 2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. : , a +. 9 
Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. 2 5 6 2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. Ke: 23 4 
319 9 Lead lined bitumen ditto 9} Ib. per yd. sup. do. 12 6 = 
| Bin, x 9 in. British damp course slates ... 1000 43 8 11 SUNDRIES 
19 9 14in. X 9 in. do. do. Sez 3 & 2 Beiweied Pond = 
a7: in, X 9 in. do. do. ae ve fa 18 18 9 Se pee ere ace: ear 
6 in a i. an da we ti a 19 19 9 1 in. bs bine —" hd 0 7 x 2 ft. 0 in. in ’ ‘a 
16 6 isin. x 44 in. do. a ee . ea Se eee eee ee 
9 in, . 4} in. de. da 10 14. 3 1} in. do. (67 yds. tol ton)... até aS a 4 
es ; a % ; 2 in. do. (S2yds.tolton) .. «4 8 11k 
0 24 in. do. (45 yds.tolton)... aa ia 7 3h 
in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) 
0 0 STONE Quantities under | ton add 1d. per 4 in. of ‘thickness. 
00 Bath Stone— 4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
; 0 Monks Park me aa aie . per ft. cube 8 I per 100 sq. ft. 2. 2 6 
0 St. Aldhelm Box Ground — = 9 1} 1 in. Hardboard do. eos oaks a 2 2 6 
10 0 Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 3: in. do. do ' ppt te . 3°26 
00 B.R. Western Region. #; in. Asbestos Flat Building S Sheets" a ... per yd. sup. 3 8 
10 6 Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area 8 il tin. do ‘ ain xs &: 4 10 
0 0 Beer Stone. Delivered London area ase ‘ er 8 5 Roofing Felt, 1-ply .. ee 
Portland Stone— do 2-ply aa “s aa a s 22 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average Best Scotch Glue in slabs... ae rg .. per$cwt. 5S 0 O 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. do. pearl : — vee we . § 3 ¢ 
Southern Region eee ” 8 5 Croid Glue... as ade ia ... 28 Ib. 2 69 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots) ; se =) ... per ton 70 10 O 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. do. 4 in. and up (I-ton lots) ... ed re ‘i 67 0 0 
9 in. x 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) - io ... per cwi 3 610 
stooled cills ae fe . per ft. cube 3 17 9 do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) sea i 3 6 3 
12in. x 6 in. do. "do. ne * 215 6 2 
i2in. xX 3in. Plain coping, twice throated 23 0 METALS 
45 12in. X 3in. Weathered and twice throated coping ZF 3 STEEL Joists, ETC. 
48 14in. X 6 in. do. do. zh gs Basis Joists— 
s $ 4}in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and ‘face... a 2 6 3 6in. X S5in., 8in. X Sin., 8in. < 6in., 10in. xX 6in., 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes... . per ft. sup. 8 3 12 in. < 6 in. plain cut to lengths delivered 
5 7 Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 i in. London area ae oss ate ase ... perton 48 2 6 
6 10 thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork per ft.cube 1 8 3 Extra for _ 
18 0 Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 3 in. 14 in. 4in. xX 123 im <a 310 0 
brickwork eee see ose ose er ie 113 6 3in. x 3 in. ae 2 ae aa a ‘a 210 0 
Hard York— 4in. x 3in. = See aa e aa is 250 
3 9 12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 10 0 10in. x 44 in. ee oe a a se es 110 0 
e 14in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top Sin. xX 2} in. Sim XS i. aca ans ms 115 0 
5 3 and front per ft. cube 212 9 43 in. x 1} in. pi e be =a, a, - 3 5 0 
6 5 12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, ‘rubbed. top and front +i #63 Sin. x 4$ in. Tin. <X 34 in. iax< Sm .. 15 0 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes... per ft. sup. 9 4 6in. X 3 in. 24 in. X 7h in. ... wat Mt " 20 0 
’ 2in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup. 3 5 3 6in. x 4$in. Tin. < 4in. 8in. X 4in. 
$9 Qin. x 4in. 10in. x Sin. —— _es 
5 Oa ans : 
(| TUES AND PANTILEs 3h Xih @axsh “pees” ' °° 
| s Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 14 in. X S$in. 14 in. X 6in. 14 in. x 8 in. 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from Sin. x Sin. 1S in. X 6 in. 16 in. X 6in. > ,, 10 0 
Lincolnshire district : a ae 29 19 O 16in. x 8 in. 18 in. x 6 in. 18 in. X_7in. | 
6 3 Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district es ‘iu oe 55 18 0 18 in. 8 in. 20 in. x 64 in. 20 in. x 7$ in. 
6 6 Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ... see 59 5 0 Steel angles average price... ose aes ase ’ 50 5 0 
6 10 Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district ies poe 15 9 O Steel tees average price eee see ” a 5 6 
D 0 Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district ... ae 141 9 Fabricated work delivered London— ‘ 
RIOUS Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. “ pa 111 3 R.S. Joists cut and fitted ... “<< aes — ” 65 12 6 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... “ae aa ' & 0 Compound girders... ote eee se tee ” 71 IS 0 
5 10 Concrete tiles 103 x 64 ue ae wae aaa & § G&G Stanchions : ote ees sas see ” 77 2 6 
1 0 do. Interlocking (49S)... ae 19 9 6 Compound stanchions o ” 81 10 0 
3 2 Nott.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ans <a ” 9415 0 
Bg Average prices not for aw kward work. 
) 4 Angle cleats and § in., } in. and j in. bolts average 
} 10$ SLATES price London area ... +» percwt. > ey a 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage FeRRo- Concrere Bars 
al = full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per -_ BSS785 ex ‘London Stock tin —s 
6 vee ll we. et Ee. ge . 143 15 10 upwards + se nee Perton §=46 5S O 
22 x 12 * 4 ina a bis tek cs 11617 4 din. diam. ... te on Sas ree cea » extra 8 12 0 
1 ‘ ee e: 612 0 
10 mew... ee sa ees - ses oe 105 10 10 fin. do. ... see es a “9 = ” = 
: 1 OT 0s i mS 99 0 1 Bin. dO. 2, wee ee nee nee tee 412 0 
9 a Se me ae Cm Co 9416 9 gin, do... «. a 320 
18 x 10 Sits - eee saz vat ae — 65 16 9 Mitp STEEL TUBES 
18x 9 oe oa ans os x Lr tes 57 14 0 Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and Sinai Secemets:: 
16 x 10 su ee ae me are ie wei 5117 0 Galvanised Tube— alleable 
: 16x 8 Re ie 40 1l 9 Under I ton Overlton WAI. Fittings Fittings © 
0 Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Class A 144% + 93% Light + 36%  Malleable List 
0 Class B - a0 + i, Heavy + 434% —25%+40% 
Ss st /o 
0 TIMBER — 
; ian. ClassA  — 81% — 134% Light + 223% Malleable List 
0 Joinery quality — are Ex Wat per standard £115 to £140 Class B s at £9 = US) fg Heavy + 3084 — 25% 
Carcassing quality . do. io £97 to £102 Class C + a4 + 145% 
lin. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. 3S £110 O O C.1. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
ard Hardwood— Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
Mahogany—African S.E. do. per ft. cube 110 0 Stop 
rks. do. Honduras do. do. o 2 S$. 0 Gutters Nozzles Ends 
ces Oak European do. do. om 2 2 © 3 in. asi me as aes 3/10 3/5 1/- 
ns do. Japanese do. do. : 210 O 34 in. aes oe re oa 4/23 3/9 = 
do. English Logs sawn do. 117 6 4 in. tea a a dai 5/5 4/3 1/6 
5% Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. 317 6 43 in. vai iat aes aed S/114 4/9 1 9 
5% Walnut African Logs sawn do. ' Ss 0 5 in. ae : By “i 6/8 S/t 2/1 
So 
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METALS—continued PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. _— 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS ines Delivered in London area. 
. Gutters Nozzle Ends M.O.H. , ; 
| ee oe os ace a w oI 4/6 1/2 All per doz. gin. Zin. Jin. Idin. Ign 2 y 
33 in = . 5/7 4/6 1/6 Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
4in 6/2 4/9 1/9 head for iron see «- 87/= 128/8 
43 in 6/8 5/5 2/1 Toilet bib cocks for ‘ron ..- 109/- 158/5 
Sin 7/34 6/2 24 ——— cocks ~~ ol oi te a 363/- 522/6 917/6 A ( 
. 0. with two unions for lea 9/— 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389 
Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths ci. Ran eens = Bends __ Branches ee tee Sree Senet oo FS ee ave gl .S- 335 
ae 8/34 43 Tn Heavy Croydon ball valves .. =677/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
in. 2 nee on ase aoe ae 31 49 8/2 Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
a x et nee nes ees -¢ y HOR as; ee ee ee 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/ 6 165). 
33 A . eee eee eee ee 9/34 5/11 8/10 “4 in. 1h in. 2 in 3in. 3 in. din 
yall a eg Ee ol bi a4 Caps and screws... 0 we -33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 153)3 r 
eee ane sa eee / rass sleeves ae ay ee 1 56/2 7 
: ’ C. C. Coatep Son PIPES "LE x 6 Ib. is x 6b. 2x 7 Ibe sx iM 
a eer sn cae 9/5 7/3 8/10 Lead P. trap with brass paaeeie 
2} in. ... oni nap ea soe oe | = O/9E 8/- 11/- screws ... * . 72/- 90/- 144/- 246/- 
3 in. es 11/14 8/10 13/- LeadS.trap do. ave O7/- 108/- 177/- 318'- 
ct ee Bins axe ae ce «S255 11/- 15/2 Solder s. d 
din. ... ee 12/3 17/11 Plumbers’ ve vee Lewt. lots 351/- 14 Ib. lots per Ib. 3 6 
Above prices ‘for gutters, r rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots Tinmen’s ... tee see » » 427/- ” ~ ol 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 173% Blow pipe ee an » » 430/- ” » 43 
and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton iots 2 per cent. Cc T 5 The 
L.C.C. Coatep D OPPER TUBES AND SHEETS 
ye gua PIPES Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 2844. per Ib. plus gauge The 
cwt. qt. Ib. per yd. Bends Branches and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 
BEal sis axes ge sc L TORT BBs 23/- 41/- Extra 
i om oo ~~ w- 2 @ 2 @ 61/3 98/- ee * eins tik oy d, the 
A . in. gauge pote otal per approx per ft. 11} 
All less 173 a a PIPES AND FITTINGS jin. x19 ,, om 12} . p - pe 5] the 
: 2 in. 23 in. 3 in. 4 in. : > * ” ve 105 ” 39 30° -. + 24} 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths ... per yd. 4/3 4/64 5/6 7/34 ¢ in. x ” ve 108 ” » 3 4 ” 293 the 
Shoes... 2) each 2/9 3/- 3/7 4/10 igin. x 18, s+ 104 ” » 388 os 35 
Single Branches _ hae 4/4 5/1 6/1 8/6 - 2 in. x 17 11§ 40 m ‘s 56 
Bends square or obtuse _,, 3/- 3/4 4/4 6/1 Rolled Copper sheets: up to 48 in. wide, basic price or ‘ 
Swan canees in. proj. ,, 314 4/4 4/10 69 plus gauge and manufacturing extras_... oe perton 277 $ 0 
” in. » / 4/4 5/5 7/3 
ASBESTOS 0.G. GUTTERS AND FITT : — 
4 in. - 4} in. aa in, 64: Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 8 9 0 Ra 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths ... per yd. 4/1 4/5 5/4 6/44 do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) ” ” 8 6 6 
Dropends_... ... each 3/3 3/9 5 5/2 do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) < < 8 5 3 thr 
Stop ends i canes 1/- 1/1 12 1/4 
Angles a ch ane 3/4 3/10 4/8 5/5 Brass TUBES Ra 
Nozzles ss GS o oky 3/3 4/5 5/2 Brass tubes basic mm. we inate and apnenaeusil 
Union Clips... 1/7 it 2/4 2/8 ing extras... per Ib. 111; 
ASBESTOS Hacr-RounpD GUTTERS AND FITTINGS bas 
3 in. 4 in. 44 in. Sin. 6 in. 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths... peryd. 2/10 3/44 3/5 4/1 5/8 LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
sgh a ... each a - :; is hing ee eee one-ton delivery to one address in London Rl 
Angles wo is 278 3-3/4 37 LO £ a4 > 
‘ozzles_ ks Sisketes 2/4 2/9 3/- 3/4 4/10 Lead Sheet, English, 3} | 50 15 0 
Union Clips ceaty 12 1/3 1/4 1/6 2/3 poe Water Pipe in Po wie ee See 33 ) ; te 
Per ton basis Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. i 154 10 0 he 
in ~—s nal over 4 in. dia. - awe vi 156 10 0 
s. d. Lea as or Untinned Compo pipe oes ees, : 154 10 0 
enpven ig erga iin anes ona oe ee rid Bs 4 Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
Mild Steel Hoops Bhp see bes ve sie we 44 2 6 — _— : mee 0 ey ge eee ESE CWI 2 0 
ee Mt oh ge =~ Qa cs 4 9 
Stock per ton ies ae a 
Two-ton lots Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— c.e-- G: Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
20 gauge bes seo eee ar eae os. Soe oo weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
24 gauge see = cae ae a oan vie.  URBEE2 16 extra according to current trade schedule. 
26 gauge vee ane sew 63:12 6 Allowance for Old Lead, collected £103 10s. Od. per 
Galvanised Corrugated s sheets 6 ft. to 9 t— ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
20 gauge “i iy te” Ple 
24 gauge Ae ies bins ses see = os OR OP SO = 
26 gauge sais es i 40742) 0 PLASTER, etc. ) 
—. flat sheets cl R. and C.A— 68 7 0 Coaree Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton8 2 3 
eee eee eee eee eee fe) ite oO. °. oe = 8 1l > 
24 gauge oes vee abe won coe eee ws har Sirapite Coarse do. do. cs o£ 3 = 
26 gauge ahs wae ron ase eae an os | ae 2D do. Fine do. do. is 219 3 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads re aa ine be 6 14 6 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS a Lime (Grey) do. we ar ae = 5 iF 6 
(Base prices) s. d. (White) do. cvs sie ies 6 5 06 
Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide)... ooo =6per Ib. 2 104 Lump “Lime (Grey) do. ws eas ee a 5 7 0 
Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) ‘0 2 8 do. (White) do. sue ‘ 5 14 6 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide). Ee 2 9} White Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads... ~ HS : 
— — BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads aes co) ie ee 
2 i Granite Chips in 6-ton loads Se < 210 6 
colled i ‘for flashing 99, 1% purity 22 SWG (12 in. Hair . percwt. 417 6 
wide) . ”» 3 0 Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board Zin. thick 600 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility "Circular yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. 2 4 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SWG per sheet 1 12 0 1,200 yds. ... es 7 ae 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Industrial Do. Sammietiog do. “Zin. thick 600 > ‘and over 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20SWG ee PIF 11 in one delivery. Delivered site ... _ 3 0 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Mansard 1,200 yds. - 2 It 
Profile 8 ft. xX 313 in. x 20SWG ss «M2 Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC simple moulding . per ‘Tb. 2 8 12 ft., } in. thick, 600 yds. - over in one delivery. 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C 1 in. diam. round... m 2 3 Delivered site a a = 27 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIWP simple angle _... ce 2 11s 1,200 yds. ... ie 2 6% 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 in. diam. ee as 2 104 Do. Insulating do. “hi in. thick 600 yds. and over 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 1} in. O/D x 20 SWG : 5 4 3} in one delivery. — site ... ne ‘* 3 3 
Tubing BS 1471 HT1IOWP 1} in. O/D x SWG ee ss 5 64 1,200 yds. ... sae see AY vee a 3 2 
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RAWEBOL TS 


Wich) HEAVY DUTY FIXING DEVICE 


There is no waiting for cement to harden when you use Rawlbolts. 
The holes are drilled with a Rawltool to the exact size, 

the Rawlbolts dropped in and after the machine has been positioned 
the bolts are tightened. The expansion of the members locks 


the bolts in the holes. 


They cannot work loose through vibration 


or shock. ‘The machine can be put into operation immediately. 


Rawlbolts have earned a sterling reputation for strength and reliability 


throughout the world—they are used by the million every month. 
Rawlbolts grip by expansion—their strength as a fixing is 
based on the enormous compressive strength of concrete itself. 

















Please write for Chart and descriptive literature. 


RAWLBOLTS ARE MADE IN TWO TYPES 


For fixing heavy machinery to floors there is the 
Loose Bolt type of Rawlbolt which enables the 
machine to be slid into position after the 
Rawlbolt has been inserted. For wall fixings use 
the Bolt Projecting type whiclr will position 

the fixing before tightening up. 


i ; 


$ £ i 
make 2 « 








Tools that save time For hole boring there is a big range of high 


efficiency Rawlplug tools for use by hand, electric and air power. 

















RAWLDRILLS 


For hand boring for 
Rawlbolt sizes 
A to G. 


B545 





STARDRILLS 


For hand boring for 
all Rawlbolt sizes. 











DURIUM MASONRY 
DRILLS 


For use in hand and 
electric drills for 
Rawlbolt sizes 
C to G. 





TRIFORM DRILLS 
For use in electric 
hammers for Rawl- 


r 


bolts sizes C to K. 











DURIUM HAMMER 
DRILLS 


For use in electric 
hammers for Rawl- 
bolt sizes C to J. 





P. H. BITS 


For use in pneu- 
matic hammers for 
Rawlbolt sizes 
Eto K. 

















THE WORLD'S LARGEST MANUFACTURERS OF FIXING DEVICES. 
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A song of plaster progress, of a pl 


astering revolution! Gypsum and 
Perlite, factory-mixed, 


Saving weight and saving | 
ater fire and crack res 
and planning, tidy sites and f. 


athing, giving 
better insulation, gre istance, easier estimates 
ww less storage. Five thousand years 
of sanded plasters—now Carlite strikes a clear new note! Write 
for technical details, 


The Gotham Company Limited, Gotham, Nottingham. 


The Carlisle I laster & ( -ement Co., Cocklakes, Nr. Carlisle, 
Thomas McGhie & Sons Ltd., Kirkby Thore, W estmorland. 
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Snov 


Grot 
Gent 
Genu 
Gent 
Size 2 
Raw 
Boile 


Turpe 
d 


Solign 
Creos 
Paste 

White 





VARI 


Delive 
Oak V 
Oak P. 
Hard | 
Crystal 
Eggshe 
Finest | 
Front | 
Japan ¢ 
Black J 
Brunsw 
Berlin | 
Tereber 
Knottin 
French 


GLASS 


Delivere 





Town, 


Aberavon 
Aberdare 
Abergaven| 
Abingdon 
ccringtor 
Addlestond 
Afan Vall¢ 
Aldeburg 
Aldershot 
Alfreton 
Alnwick 
Altrincha 
Amble .. 
Amblesidd 
Amershan 
Ammanfo| 
Andover 
Anglesey, 
Ardingly 
Arundel | 
Ascot ... | 
Ashbour 
Ashbour 
Ashby-de 
Ashby W 
Ashford ( 
Ashford 
Ashingto 
Ashtead 
Ashton-u 
Aspatria 
Athersto 
Attlebord 
Axminste| 
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pAINT AND DISTEMPER Per ft. super 
s. d. 
Delivered London area FAC: 4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, yeni nen 
Ceiling Distemper ee as oe ree «es. =per cwt. i 7 6 White Group 1 ... a7 103 
Washable Distemper ‘ nes eee aa ; s $9 do. Group 2 er ea ye ry aa : 2 
Gloss Paint... aoe «+» per gal. 212 0 do. Standard Tints ... mee aaa : aaa 5 
Snowcem cement paint (in l cwt. drums) re «ss per cwt. +t 0 do. Special Tints oe an ee 3 4 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS } in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, ‘Re eded, Reedlyte and 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs... percwt. 9 14 0 9) Luminating Group 3 te see “ 1 3} 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 gal. lots in 1 gal tins per gal. 3 9 6 , Bei Wired Cast tee te te 1 3 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg per cwt. 799 4 In. Georgian Wired Cast Pom aa on 1 53 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg ga za 217 98 = Glass Blocks = Each 
Size XD quality 28 Ib. ase +. =per tin 9 0 53 x 5} x 3Z in. + i 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra eee +. per gal 7 3 P. 8. 3 7% X 73 x 3¢in 4 5 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. pee eau ne 17 9 P.B.32 73 x 73 33 i 45 
SUNDRIES Radiused Corner Blocks to match ll vibe 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra ... aad ze 6 63 P.B.2 te Yo at 5 6 
do. do. (40 gal.) do. do.... ere ws 5 10} P.B.3 wee se — aes aad aaa noe ae 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. an Exterior... ee a 4 4 P.B.32 pee = Pre 7 0 
Gcosate (40 eal. Sg: a Ke ~ per ‘ib. 3 - dj - ph arene Plate Glass, GG. Quality— Per ft. super 
White Lining Paper ... aes se wae ee per piece i i m srsoigilat = asi ing 5 My peg _ - = 2 ‘3 
‘ 45 ft. sup. aa a was 5 7 
VARNISHES, etc. 100 ft. sup. es = 6 0 
} in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, 1.e., plates emntine 100 ft. 
Delivered London area sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside ree nor ee. per gal. 20 0 —Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one way or 135 in 
Oak Pale Copal do. cee — cas sa 2 6 @ both ways... ‘ ‘ 9 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside ne eee eos ® 23 0 Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto. oo des rey my 
Crystal Paper Varnish do aCe a0 ans - 2 8 0 Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto 7 aaa iF 62 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ate ee Sa ne 260 Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Finest Carriage Varnish aaa sca ia aaa e: 2 7 0 Substances other than } in’ Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
soe Gold — - +S is es aes = 1 P : Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
\ Block Japan... ra i ic a ee is 116 0 The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
Brunswick Black a! pal eg ae vie s 112 0 pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Berlin Black... are aes mee aie pe , 110 0 Minimum Per ft. sup. 
Terebene re aaa ea o 117 O Description of Glass ones s. d. 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles. free). mes es tee _ Zz -& @ 18 oz. sheet O. slag sea aa aad Sie ..- 3,000 42. 
French and Brush Polish (do. ) Rae aes ere ee 4-2 °C 240z. ,, saa aaa és ane ... 2,000 63 
2602, « x as ‘ad isa re ace DGG 83 
32 oz. ; ais wae se ... 2,000 113 
GLASS Lin. Rolled Plate . oe ... 1,000 8; 
per ft. super $in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Delivered London area Ss € Patterns, White Group 1 a4 1,000 83 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality- Cut Sizes q do. Group 2 1,000 1 5} 
240z.  ,, Px +. ” ” ” 93 $ in. Pinstripe, ny moe a Reeded, Luminating 
260z 4, + oe Pe ae Pa 1 0} and Spotlyte Group 3 1,000 113 
) pe *” ” = <a 3f fs in. and 4 in. Rolled Plate or r Rough Cast 2,000 ag 
tin. Rolled Plate ate dea iis eas ace 105 4 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal.. , ..- 2,000 | wy. 
% in. and } in. Rough Cast ... vas “ee ea 1 2} | -4in. Georgian Wired Cast ey. pas ... 2,000 1 23 
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CURRENT RATES. OF WAGES 


AS FROM FEBRUARY 4, 1957. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 





















































Town. Grade. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade. 
Fe a a RRO are A ssificati Bridgnorth MB .. Al 
| Aberdare ........ coud Grade Classification. yy Bridgnorth RD . .Al 
Abergavenny 7 * Craftsmen 4/ Bridgwater . Al 
| Abingdon .... Al Labourers 3/94 Brierfield .. A 
—e A Brighouse MB ey 
idlestone ey Ss 7 : : righton ove .. ey 
Afan Valley he Town. Grade. Town. Town. Bristol District. ............... A 
Aldeburgh ......... | TRTIIIED is ccacniducstasasates Al MRINNEN ) os ses ccadescanesatas WRINIOR® > &,  cassccsesaansonces Broadstairs .......... ee 
Aldershot District ceeded DE Ri ssuncavsvecisensicons Al Bedlingtonshire UD ......... Blackwell RD . A Bromsgrove UD ............ A 
Alfreton UD ..... ney TN aes coucteincscatacdos A Blandford ......... as Broughton, Flint ............A 
Alnwick UD ..... cook Beeston & Stapleford UD A Blaydon UD ah Buckfastleigh ....... Al 
Altrincham ..... ee RURGIOOY Foci cansceavees Al Bieter WED «on ccccescoctncconent A Blidworth ..... Buckingham .... Al 
Amble ......... pee Bakewell UD Boy | RE, evens sacecs uA Blyth B. .. es I, catcciidideecehcencar cas A 
Ambleside .... -Al Banbury _........ ooo al Berkhamsted A BIE cndacecscnes = RRR Se Al 
Amersham ....... dovcule IE dcsesnsnvscnnnchaneceunt Al Berrington _......... Al Bognor Regis aa Burnham-on-Crouch ...... Al 
Ammanford — .........cceeeeee A Barnard Castle UD «sesh Berwick Borough A Boldon UD Burnham-on-Sea 
Andover ............ ee Barnoldswick UD ..... vA Beverley MB ..... A Bolsover UD Co eee 
Anglesey, Isle of . ey Barnsley CB ......... py” Bewdley MB...... A (eee —— -on-Trent C.B 
Ardingly ............ shal Barnstaple _ .......... sooAil Bexhill-on-Sea -souhel Boston MB ..... i | eer 
Arundel ...., Al Barrow-in-Furness ..........- A Bideford _.......... Al BOUIHG EIU, 4. ....00<..0ccescecas A Bury St. Edmunds . 

MEME dicscnvasaacnct 1 Barrow-upon-Soar RD Biggleswade ove dull Bournemouth District ...... A | ees ae 
Ashbourne RD ... aseebue (part Thrussington) ...... Al Billericay ...... A BRGRNES FEE ocasnccasanccssnse Al MIUIEOY sacacasaudencencsassccdeces 
Ashbourne UD ............... Al TRIED | Siisacesicacsaccuskcauseccns A a A Bracknell ...... Al 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch UD ...A Basford RD (exc. Willough- Billingham UD A Bradford CB .......... A 
Ashby Woulds UD ......... A by-on-the-Wolds Al) ...... A Bilsthorpe_........ A Bradford-on-Avon Al CORTIAENOIN 6S. cencccccess A 
Ashford (Kent) 5 DORRIT vaivekccncsuntuceas Al Bilston MB ... A i eee Al Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of {Al 
Ashford (Middlesex) . cas AE couch Birchington ey Brandon & Byshottles UD A ara A 
Ashington UD ....... ae Batley MB ... oan BS eae > Brecon—Borough of......... Al Camberley District .........At 
(SS a PUIEII o sbagiccvcnesaccddtens Al Birmingham CB ...... tA Breconshire, County of ... Al een ey 
Ashton-under-Lyne Beaconsfield District .. A Bishop Auckland UD. aon Brent Knoll ................+. Al Cannock UD ... awe 
Aspatria and Brayton ..... Al 7 A Bishop’s Stortford .. ey Brentwood a ie Canterbury Al 
Atherstone RD ................. A Beccles. Al Bishops Casiic MB. .Al Bridgend .......... oe CRN ise sasscccanseneaiasesasens A 
Attleborough Bedale RD A Bispham ... A Bridlington MB . aaa Cardiganshire,County of tAl 
Axminster .... Bedford A Blackburn ... aA Bridlington RD ... NTN Giekedsdatontenserscncna A 
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CURRE ' 
NT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 
Town. Grade Town 7 
: ; ; Grade. Town. Grade 
Carlton UD Doe be ha oe BRC MOWE wea s55 5200 scsse 20 i Lewes msn — : Guede. Town. Grade 
‘armart hen— Borough of...Al Filey UD ... ; ; —_ Reeab anes touinwsine br ebenenel Pembrokeshir2 ‘except Mil- Sutton Coldfield ‘ 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of tAl Fleetwood . em field MB ~ Laveecaeeene ford Haven) ... ma Swadiin o dfie ME 3 A 
ora oc ae n Flint MB ... ys mnegiag siete “a pene Al Senitiean tase s 
-astleford U Y Folkestone .. a “° enrith UD ..... A SWAKAS® Distian, 
oe soenese peste ih. Priston ee a AL entices 8 cna Al eg sities 
Chapel-en-le-Frith ; oA pene Spree ee okie AE Spee nll Nineties wackan te Peterborough, Soke of (East- Swindon District 
Charmy Down ..... ee Gainsborough UD Lianelly (incl. Llanelly RD) ae ee - Swinton UD Churel 
Chatham District caeeee Gateshead CB ........seseeseee, a FS ee ea ~ Pickering -.-.-.sessssssss0 Al T 4 PA 
Chatteris... Al ar . Llangollen ....... Al Ply eS = 
Cheadle (Stafis) RD” A "4 oe etal seetmmes London poem easel et ae Taunton i re\ 
woe io seececeeel jillingham (Kent)............ A SRAtGn. efract MB ....... A Tavistock 1...” 
oe ieee nee * Glastonbury & Street ....../ Al —_ Eaton . s see eet & District .........A Secon the inst 
; ani... Beas an P tsesestens een acces ontypridd District y* eig i 
a A Gloucester an r inswe MB aan ROEEDCAWE «4205450000 A tothe, at the C 
hertsey x Gloieestsrshine sai ock ss th MB oes. on Portishead... Re Thames Haven Risboro 
oe i t 5 ¥AL Lowestott ; names Haven | 
neal ae en a A MSOGGINNAG: ocsciesscseves Al Loxto : a ¢ Portiond Bill .. Al Thetford i C 
Chester-ie-Sireet UD 1.00.0 PEON IIE ons ccsscssssonovns A Ludlow MB. > ng: ele a a Thirsk RD ’ -_ 
pS eae ae} s eee as St A Goole RD (part—Airmyn, TudlowiRD AL Port MEAIOOU  ceisaataseaserees A Thorpe Bay . vA tecture. 
Savane BD vA hn a A TiS ls eet: - ese Riteseaseuter sere A Thurrock UDC Area ‘A 75 ft. 2 
Chipping Norton Al Grant / Lyme Regis .............. “AL Pudsey es a a, North of to Billericay... ‘ 
ipp! : = - , ae BER lec oe senescence y MB... ; icay...A semi- 
Chipping Sodbury - - sete veollhaniss - alae” cau waceree Al PEIDOLOUB  os0scssecesesses et al OMB Ces A sem. do 
ong tage n Grays Thurrock UD pay VENA — oss eeeecnseeeereree sees A Tonbridee = oe oa resulted 
oS paneecteamncnel Great Yarmouth ........... A Radnorshi —— a persistit 
Ps ol a teen Al Grimsby CB Macclesfield adnorshire, County of {Al Totnes : = 
Sonne ey Sepik Grimsby RD (part) . Maidenhead nae: Soap - Ramsgate ........seeesesesees. Al LG eee e To sol 
Fer gagal At Guildford District ............ Maidstone .... ex ~-nar eo aad AS Trowbridge _ have be 
+ op ey me —— (Essex) . ae ———_ > FOGG ccs: ae ; - flanking 
Cleethorpes MB .. ; Halesowen MB ............... A altby UD «00... eee A sdcarB ....... Tunbridge Wells .. fe 
a sane or Halifax Cael aaa se i nos oan carer can? = Tynemouth CB ............. = the sol 
‘levedo Z te " Aalve GUD) vetcctcscee I, eS 
oo ae vA ae A Eee a Manchester . me hoodés Velo +A Ulverston upward 
ae . Sch ase 9 one ve ondda Valle Sbbe esse nesananach Fassia 
CHD. oe ny Harlow See ey oe cg =o AL ~ nl B (Yorks) sees —_ Uppingham (Salop) .. the roo 
Eobham (Surrey) A | HarPoeate Mi re S ~getodleemee AA | Ribot MB ane a) fee 1 
Calne ae reais —" Hartlepool B ... an epee ee eee ae sce me . ae 1, 
ra voli “Al oa ne Santee: Seveccomes OO" A Ross-on-Wye. Al Wakefield CB .. New * 
Congleton ..... Al ay. Ma END: “* Rossendale Valle A Wakefield RD o.oo. .ccsccssse 
 eceiagaal 1) a a | eee | ee “aA | Walsall CB... = 
onway .....- Al MBS receserss et Miatre . ROYSION | ci.csics Al Wallsend B .... iS antl 
Corby UD... were: aes (Herts) ... A + an ys Rugby MB aa Walsden Holopl 
Cornwall, County of......tAl avant .............. my arne : A Rugeiey UD .. AL Walton-on-Naze wv. _— 
Corsham District wien Haywards Heath my Al corse «Rene eg oe re PRUSGCH IID ..5<6cicss0.00s. ny’ Weare’........03 5 ft a the Hc 
‘ovent PEF weecassceee eee . . os way 1 
aaa nt wide eee — Hemel Hempstead .. ae a gengaaata Scowmeeee Al } arent ne reducti 
ee eee WAL Henley-on-Thames Al sae Se oe omen A Saffron Walden ........... Al Warwick MB .... establis 
Cranwell Aerodrome Site... A Hereford : gt ee UD .. ce St. Albans ........... weet ee Wednesbury MB. ; ‘ 
RMNON, wise i crete saacconsed ea cog Coty. of...$Al ont enn ~ a jaa sp —— bones. UD peng 
CoS Ee aE eae lerne Bay ............sss.seee Al LAG) CSE EE A t. Helens ........-...seeeeee A oli ¢ 
Crewkerne Hertford ....... sh Middlewich A St. Neots eS. Wellington So verset).../ ang 
eo sel Mian Ri ‘ Mildenhall ............ Al Salisbury City .. Al ake Yeti) A than th 
saevarace ater? Hexham UD ... A Milford Haven UD . Al Salisbury Plain .. Al Is ee ae $90)” ¢ 
Heysham ......... aaa | RR aa Al Sandy _.... OAL Wel en ‘ Mm, 
ramekins. . Heywood .............. ik Monmouth—Borough of...Al Saw bridgeworth . re Caheve Gar. Cit reduct! 
we oil Wighan Feces MB. 4 Monmouthshire............... Al Saxmundham _ ..... 7A West Bromwi ‘h “CB lished 
Cwmbran ......... amear High Wycombe ........ eer Morecambe ....s.sesesesees A Scarborough MB.............++ A Westbury : . ay 
stteteeeeeweeeees Hinckley UD .................A Moreton Valence . cl Scunthorpe MB ...............A Westcliff-on-Sea eae the He 
eae ee A anid Musasens idens pce easerd A Seaford & Newhaven...... Al Westerham ..... A b 
Dalton-in-Furness ........... A Hoddesdon .. ih orpeth B .... ee SODY TOD ccc ccdesvecdaniavoces A West Hartlepool CB ....... A —e 
Darlington CB en Holywell Sasanensaseeen Morpeth RD ........eeseee. A Sevenoaks —.......sseeeeeeeees A Westmor! sdk (er ept. 
ee <o . wT Horley err Mundesley ......ssscccsee Al | Shaftesbury CAI Kendal) = 
Darwen ........... ae Horncastle UD wl Sheerness _...... Al Weston-super-M rents 
Daventry MB Al Horsham ........ <t N rn Sheffield MB .......::00:00000 A Weybridge... : e } 
peep enmnneaiete AL | Horwich |) nee Shepton Mallet .......0At | Weymouth Ginciuding Pore | 
Denbigh ao mae Huddersfield CB" i — alley = ies ~All land Bill, excluding Port 
PRMD totes shanes<nsacnesscnry A BUD scetecsoccssatusnsucutere vend A poset epieaa “ Shipley... vA d Stoneyards) . f 
Devizes ........... < Al Hunstanton ....... oe ti adie Shoeburyness .....eeeeeeerees A Whitby _ cts Al 
Devon, County of .........sAl Huntington (Staffs) ........... A Nevcayil Shoreham ......... ow A Whitby RD oo... ‘Al 
Dewsbury CB... ‘4 -easnsee etal A Shrewsbury MB ... vA Whitehaven ........ seccl 
Didcot ......... eS Ilfracombe _ .......... Al New Fo cig iced ee ca A Sirhowy Valleys ... A Whitley & Monkseaton UD A 
TIER csesvesseses> Al Ilkeston MB...... s.cssesee ee Nesmanshat ence: ens sorssre> Al Whitstable and District ...Al 
Doncaster CB . ie Ilkley UD ..... ee A Newport, Mon. ..... “a. amg all me nner lammaans eoteneenesle 
SPORE | sséct sec ssccenspe Al TS een einer A N te P Seen ee Skipton UD ..... uA Widnes A 
Warnes se A Isle of Sheppey ......-eee Al oe Al SICALOLG TIDY vs esnenenn-ney Al Wigan oo... on 
Dorset, County of Brey. | Isle of Thanet... Al reset “Abb: ot. = — ee Se SEMEN saseesdnnsene ‘ Al 
ag eee ae as Isle of Wish N ot... Al District ..... extend Wilmslow 
* EQDE oo0ssernesecsesen Al Normanton UD A S ick C {eae aaa cee” 2 
ES RR a Northalle MET see Smethwick CB woot Wilts. County of tAl 
Driffield UD At Hse -narabebg District Snettisham ...... Al Wimborne ... Ree 
a. tee Al eae es . Northallerton UD Solihull UD .......0..+. ay Wincanton ........ ‘Al 
teh Ms... 7 rete a ae Ce... Somerset, County of...... tAl Winchester . ‘Al 
Dudley CB .... ak Keighley MB ........... A Nets Wiha eo gale Windermere “Al 
oo a on. = yilanellnabammenenaenos —- evened ee =e : MERI eaicde Corie atk cccccess A Wisbech ..... ‘Al 
RDUNNN Bas ss3escnscpeoesestes A Kenilworth UD. ‘A Norton R dstock .. +s song ok Witham ....... _ 
Cavern 160 .. " or adstock .. a Pweg i rarer hk Withernsea UD Al 
wee —— A Shree aa me ‘outh Shields CB . "A Woking ..... wT 
Eastb Rie Wai rN Kidderminster. MB... gare enone coe + le _— uthwold __ ........ Al Wokingham .... . Al 
Sh. om. . Seen. Wali. oss: A Kingskerswell ........ bi TP: (pa i A A Spalding UD . Al Wolverhampton CB ........,A 
— a ea A aaa ot | King’s Lynn ..... set Stafford MB... oneal Wolverton District .........Al 
East K oven RD... Al Kingsteignton Al Oakham RD .................. Al Staines ........... A Woodbridge ........... Al 
East etford MB............4+. A Potiwn A Oakham UD at Stamford MB . Al Woodhall Spa UD Al 
Eonepod (Notts) UD ......A Knaresborough UD A Okehampton «shel Stantonwick ..... A Woodstock _......+. Al 
os w Vale & District.........A BAWMRION <5 i ccssecssse0 ry Oldham ........ ys Stevenage ... vA Worcester CB ....... ay 
= enbridge Al Ongar «...<. A Stockport ..... A Workington .. — 
E Basrbeserentetes Al MSR INOREEER ct a os vsenccschscesen A Ormskirk  ....... A Stockton RD ....... A Worksop MB vA 
poping eer a Leamington MB. cA Ossett & Horbury ik Stockton-on-Tees B... vA Worthing ...........- Al struct 
tee am MB. At Leatherhead ae Oswestry .......... “VAI Stoke-on-Trent CB ... me Wrexham (incl. Cefn). | appe 
Easter ec ks Leeds CB ........ mee Oundle UD . Al Stoke Orchard ..... me | Wroughton .. Al ‘ 
Se A SRR RP eRER ESS Al a —_ Oxford ..... its Stourbridge MB . weer MARTIN ocd csssess bay the t 
Fakenh Leicester CB .... eck KCB 8cc gsctscsssscer ee Al Stourport UD .... vA Wymondham ........... Al is of 
Fal 7 ne Leighton Buzzard ey StOWMAPKEE  5....05000000000000 Al - 
Fa mouth we ay Leiston ........... wre a Stratford-on-Avon MB......A OR acasesare tion 
Fareham... oH pe ——. Os lel Stroud (RD Area)....... 1 Yeovil Boroug : joine 
SHACRWOTEB 02.000 -c0ccsseccesoee A PAT scracssestesssoone a Fees ni gona “Mt on ge esi 
Secesceeees OE scpcrscserscsc asad Yatalyfera............recceeeeres Tesin 
*For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates ar: te 
’ > e:—Craftsmen., 4s. 6d.; Lab 
Labourers, 3s. 11d. tPlus 2d. per working day. {This is the County rate ri pot Na : - oe A ORS ee & aie sie 
Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establish oa ar ee 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per > gg ments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive Aci 
Ac 





Women’s Rates.—In all distri 
all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 6d. per hour. © Women engaged on work other thao 
prod 


craft processes, 3s. 2d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 481. 
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Church Amplifiers 
PARTICULARLY serious problem of 

+> reverberation was recently solved by 
the installation of a Philips amplifier unit 
at the Catholic Church of St. Teresa, Princes 
Risborough, Bucks. Built in 1938, the 
church is in the Byzantine style of archi- 
tecture. The ceiling of its central dome is 
75 ft. from the floor and is surrounded by 
semi-domed ceilings. This construction 
resulted in a high degree of reverberation 
persisting for a duration of seven seconds. 
To solve this problem two sound columns 
have been accurately positioned on the walls 
flanking the High Altar. By their nature 
the sound columns permit only negligible 
upward projection, so that reverberation in 
the roof is no longer a factor to be reckoned 
with. 
New ‘Holoplast’ Panel 

A wider application of movable walling 
is anticipated with the announcement by 
Holoplast, Ltd., of a new structural panel, 
the Holoplast ‘75,’ as well as an all-round 
reduction in the cost of the company’s well- 
established movable wailing system. The 
average price of the new Holoplast ‘75’ 
panel is approximately 25 per cent. less 
than the existing panel, called the Holoplast 
‘90, on comparable jobs. A 15 per cent. 
reduction in the overall cost of the estab- 
lished Holoplast movable wall system using 
the Holoplast ‘90’ panel has been brought 
about by streamlined and simplified con- 





Holoplast *75° panel 


struction. Although basically similar in 
appearance, except for the angle of the webs, 
the two panels differ in structure. The ‘90’ 
Is of an integral laminated plastic construc- 
tion and the ‘75’ has hardboard facings 
joined by a strong angular corrugation of 
Tesin-treated Weathertex fibreboard. The 
new panel is available in the same range 
of colours and colour patterns as the ‘90.’ 


Acid-Resistant Cement 


Acalor (1948), Ltd., of Crawley, are now 
Producing an acid-resistant cement based 


on ‘Epikote’ resin, which, it is claimed, 
has considerable advantages over other types 
of trowelling compounds. While such pre- 
parations as ‘furane’ cement are ‘ tempera- 
mental,’ the Acalor material is said to be 
usable ia conditions of wet, cold or heat 
without loss of quality or complication in 
handling. Its chemical resistance and ad- 
hesion, derived from the ‘ Epikote’ resin 
constituent, make it particularly suitable for 
such work as the reinstatement of factory 
floors. 


Concrete Vibrator 
The latest addition to the Wacker range 


of vibration and compaction equipment is 
the BVPN 75 Vibro-Plate with a 30 in. by 





Wacker BVPN 75 Vibrator 


20 in. baseplate, introduced by David 
Roberts and Co. (Engineers), Ltd., 276, 
Monument-road, Birmingham, 16. Powered 


by a 44-h.p. two-stroke engine, the plate 
produces 3,600 vibrations per minute with 
a centrifugal power of 2.200 lb. The dead 
weight of the machine is 260 lb. 


Two Gas Heaters 

William Sugg and Co., Ltd., of Vincent 
Works, Regency-street, London, SW1, an- 
nounce details of their new Sapphire 15 and 
25 space heaters, which are a development 
of the Sapphire 20. They have added safety 


CYCLE PARK.—A new Shel- 
ter for cycles manufactured 
by M.A.C. Engineering (Bris- 
tol), of GPO Box 60, Avon 
Works, Winterstoke-road, 
Bristol 3, has tubular frames 
at approximately 10 ft. cen- 
tres and tubular purlins. The 
park can be extended _ in- 
definitely in length by means 
of special connectors for the 
purlins, and may also be 
placed back to back. Racks 
support the cycles at 12 in. 
centres 
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features in the form of a metal flap covering 
the lighting port, and both are fitted with 
a bi-metallic flame-failure device. 


TRADE NEWS 
Insulation Production 


| OCKSIL, is a rock wool insulation 
material made from natural dolomite 
rock and fireclay found in Scotland. It is 
in production at the Stirling works of The 
Cape Asbestos Co., Ltd., who have just 
announced the bringing into service of an- 
other furnace to meet increased demands. 
*Rocksil,’ which is used for hot and cold 
insulation and sound deadening in the 
engineering, building and shipbuilding in- 
dustries, has been chosen as the general in- 
sulation medium for the atomic power 
station at Dounreay, Scotland. 
Plastics Exhibition 
The British Plastics Exhibition organ- 
ised by ‘British Plastics,’ will be held at 
Olympia from July 10-20, 1957, and will 
have exhibitors from at least eight coun- 
tries, including the US. 


New London Depot 


Messrs. Kwikform, Ltd., of Birmingham, 
offer as from March 1, full sales and hire 
service of their equipment from a new 
London depét at Coronation-road, Park 
Royal, NW10. 


* Basement to Roof’ Equipment 

The American company, Borg-Warner 
International Corporation, has announced 
the formation of a new builder sales depart- 
ment, in a move to supply builders through- 
out the world with the first complete 
‘basement to roof’ package of home equip- 
ment, household appliances and building 
materials from a_ single source. The 
primary objective of the new department 
will be to reach large house builders and 
builders of hotels, motels, apartment build- 
ings and office buildings. 
New Address 

Unity Structures, Ltd., have moved to 
5-15, Cromer Street, London, WCl. The 
telephone number is Terminus 7873-7880. 


Packaged Bricks 


A new leaflet has been produced by 
Broad and Co., Ltd., 4, South Wharf, Pad- 
dington, London, W2, on the advantages 


of having bricks delivered in packs. The 
bricks are held together by thin steel bands 
in lots of 50. Five packets at a time can 
be lifted by a crane using a pallet. It is 
claimed that one man can unload about 
4,000 in one hour, using an unloading ramp. 
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OVERSEAS 


BUILDING 





From Our Own Correspondents 


ISRAEL.—A_ delegation of French 
experts is reported to have been in Israel 
recently to conduct negotiations for the 
construction of a shipyard in Haifa. 

NEW ZEALAND.—Production of 250,000 
kilowatts of electric power from steam and 
hot water in the Wairakei geothermal area 
in the North Island, was recommended in a 
report to the Néw Zealand Government 
released on March 1. The total cost of the 
project is estimated at £28,680,000. The 
report was prepared by British engineering 
consultants who recommend that the work 
be spread over three stages. No estimate 
of time required is made. The recom- 
mendations will now be considered, along 
with others, by the New Zealand Govern- 
ment which is faced with the possibility of 
spending £500m. over the next 25 years for 


electric power developments. Work has 
already started on a plant to produce 
69,000 kilowatts from Wairakei’s steam 


which seeps naturally through the earth’s 
crust but which gushes out at tremendous 
pressure from deep bores. Consultants 
recommend that production of a further 
82,000 kilowatts be the next stage, followed 
by the production of another 101,200 kilo- 
watts. Total recommended production 
equals one-quarter of the country’s present 
hydro-electric power generating capacity. 

Commenting on Government scientists’ 
estimates that Wairakei has a capacity to 
generate between 250,000 and 500,000 kilo- 
watts, the consultants say it would be more 
prudent to plan for the lower figure. At 
the present rate of bore-sinking the proved 
resources of wells for 250,000 kilowatts 
should be available by July next year. The 
establishment of other plants at Wairakei or 
elsewhere in the North Island thermal area 
can be considered after Wairakei is pro- 
ducing 250,000 kilowatts. 

PAKISTAN.—tThe National Assembly’s 
Standing Advisory Committee of Industzies 
held a two-day conference recently, pre- 
sided over by the Central Minister for 
Industries and Commerce. It was revealed 
in the course of discussion that a proposal 
for setting up a plant of 100,000 spindles to 
produce fine yarn for handlooms in East 
Pakistan was unde: consideration by the 
Central Government. . . . The committee 
also approved a proposal to set up two 
training schools for the printing industry, 
one each at Lahore and Dacca... . A news- 
print factory at Khulna with a capacity of 
23,000 tons of newsprint and 12,000 tons of 
mechanical print, to be completed by 
1959. . . . The Pakistan Industrial Develop- 
ment Corporation celebvated its fifth anni- 
versary recently. During this period it has 
undertaken more than 50 projects to a value 
of over £80m. Thirty-two of these are now 
in production. ... An agreement for $2m. 
aid for the steam generating power station 
at Goalpara near Khulna has been signed 
by the Governments of Canada and 
Pakistan. 


New British Company for Toronto 


Mr. V. D. Hawes, sales executive for the 
Cellactite and British Uralite Co., Ltd.. left 


this country on February 28 for Canada 
where he is to open the offices of a new com- 
pany called ‘Industrial Exports Ltd,’ in 
Toronto. For the first 14 days, from March 
1, Mr. Hawes can only be contacted at his 
home address of 247, Edwin-street, 
Kitchener, Ontario. 

Overseas Appointment 

Mr. L. A. Farr has been transferred from 
the head office of Taylor Woodrow (Building 
Exports) Ltd., London, marketing member 
of the Arcon Group of manufacturers of 
prefabricated buildings, to be overseas 
representative for Sierra Leone, stationed at 
Freetown. 

Joint Housing Project for Migrants 

A proposal that the Australian and British 
Governments should establish a joint hous- 
ing project for British migrants in Australia 
was made on February 28, by the former 
Australian High Commissioner to the UK, 
Sir Thomas White. He said the scheme had 
been submitted to the Prime Minister, Mr. 
Menzies, by the Royal Empire Society of 
Victoria, of which he is president. 

Sir Thomas said such a scheme would help 
overcome the long wait associated with the 
personal nomination system, which was fail- 
ing to produce a sufficient number of British 
migrants. He proposed that funds to finance 
the housing project should be taken from 
the migration vote of both countries. Sir 
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Thomas White, who was speaking in Sydney 
claimed that the recently-announced * Bring 
out a Briton’ scheme was inadequate. He 
said migration should be the responsibility 
of the nation, not that of a few people. 


Trade Opportunities, USA 

Seattle City Council have now rescinded 
their resolution forbidding the use of foreign 
materials for city projects and the city’s 
purchasing policies remain as before. Cip- 
cinnati has also decided to judge any tenders 
offering foreign products in the same Way as 
tenders offering domestic products, that js 
on their merits, and has awarded a contract 
for cable to a British company. The way is, 
therefore, open for British firms to tender 
for contracts advertised by these two cities. 


IRAQ CONTRACTS FOR 
BRITISH FIRMS 
Regulating the Euphrates 


Tue British contracting firm of Balfour 
Beatty and Co. Ltd., has been awarded a 
f£lm. contract by the Iraq Development 
Board. It is for the construction of the 
Faisaliyah regulator on the Euphrates River 

The regulator, which will take two years 
to build, will raise the water level of the 
Euphrates in the Diwaniyah area and south 
towards the Persian Gulf. This is parti- 
cularly important for the irrigation of farm 
crops during the summer months. Agricul- 
ture is at present handicapped by low river 
levels in this area. Balfour Beatty won the 
contract with the lowest bid—£1,046,052- 
in the face of European and Middle Eastern 
competition. 

Anothe: British firm, the Associated Drill- 
ing and Supply Co. Ltd., of London, has 
been awarded a contract worth £104,902 to 
carry out a trial boring at the site of the 
Eski Mosul Dam. This dam, if finally 
approved, will straddle the river Tigris north 
of the city of Mosul and the historic site of 
Nineveh. A survey for this project is at 
present being made by the American Harza 
Engineering Corporation. Their report to 
the Development Board on the project, 
which has been accepted in principle only, 
will be made next summer. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 

*Canada.—Mr. J. Threlfall, Refractories 
Manager for Winnipeg Supply and Fuel Co., 
Ltd., St. James Yard, Winnipeg, has told the 
United Kingdom Trade Commissioner at Win- 
nipeg that his firm would like to get in touch 
with UK suppliers of refractory materials, in- 
cluding fireclay brick, high alumina brick, silica 
brick, basic brick, insulating firebrick, indus- 
trial insulation, special refractory brick, mor- 
tars, plastic refractories, and castabies. They 
could offer representation from the Head ol 
the Lakes in Ontario through to British 
Columbia. A copy of a U.S. catalogue de- 
scribing the materials which the Canadian con- 
cern wish to handle will be sent out on loan 
in order of receipt of applications. Suppliers 
should write direct to the Canadian company, 
addressing their correspondence to Mr. } 
Yellowlees. It would be appreciated if re- 
sponding firms would notify the UK Trade 
Commissioner, 403, Royal Bank Building, 504, 
Main-st., Winnipeg 2, that they have done so- 
(Ref. ESB/3621/57. Tel.: Chancery 4411, ext. 
776 or 866.) 








* From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. The telephone number 
and extension at the end of the paragraphs 
relate to the department of the Export Service 
Branch, Lacon House, Theobalds-road, WC1, 
where further information can be obtained. 
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| Hydro-Electric Board Annual 
Report 
THE North of Scotland Hydro-Electric 
Board’s Annual Report for 1956, pub- 
lished on February 27, states that during the 
year good progress was made with schemes 
under construction and another 85,000 kilo- 
watts of new hydro-electric plant should be 
ready to commission before the end of 
1957, In addition, work is well advanced 
on a new 30,000 kilowatt steam installation 
at Dundee. 

A number of important 132,000 volt 
extensions to the Highland Grid were put 
into commission during the year. They 
included the new lines between Clunie power 
station in the Tummel Valley and Charles- 
ton, near Dundee, and Fort Augustus to 
Fort William. 

The constructional scheme for the utilisa- 
tion of the water power resources of th 
River Farrar in Glen Strathfarrar and the 
River Beauly at Kilmorack was further 
advanced and brought to the stage of being 
ready for publication. The scheme to 
develop the resources of the River Awe and 
its tributaries, the Nant and the Cruachan 
Burn, was also brought to a more advanced 
state of preparation. 

In addition to more detailed examination 
of the development of pumped storage at 
Loch Awe, site investigations have been 
carried out at Burn of Mar (Balmaha) and 
at Loch Sloy, both of which would utilize 
Loch Lomond. Investigations into the 
development of the water power resources of 
the River Tay at Kenmore and Grandtully 
were directed mainly to the fishery problems 
involved. Further surveys were carried out 
in the area of the Monadhliath Mountains. 
the Upper River Findhorn, in Glen Nevis 
and in Skye at the River Snizort. Explora- 
tory boring work was carried out at the out- 
let of Loch Laidon to ascertain the best 
site for a dam there. A number of likely 
sites for a nuclear power station are being 
investigated and a contract placed for the 
drilling of trial bores in North-East 
Aberdeenshire. 

Restrictions on capital expenditure at the 
request of the Government caused the tem- 
porary postponement of a start with con- 
struction on a number of projects confirmed 
by Parliament in 1955. In addition, no start 
has yet been made with the construction 
of a number of smaller power stations in 
schemes approved by Parliament. Work 
deferred includes power stations with a total 
Capacity of 37,900 kilowatts and an esti- 
mated annual output of 121 million units. 

Hydro-electric schemes under construction 
have a total capacity of 210,200 kilowatts 
and an estimated average annual output 
of 764 million units; the total length of rock 
tunnel driven during 1956 was 19.25 miles, 
or 8,500 feet a month. The total now driven 
Is 129 miles. 

At the end of the year the dams at Glas- 
carnoch, Vaich, Fannich, Lednock and Shin 
were all approaching completion, while at 
Lubrench approximately 72 per cent. of 
the total concrete had been placed. Fly ash 
continued to be used in the concrete at 
Lubreoch and Lednock dams and increased 


the total saving of cement to approximately 
5,500 tons. At Clunie and Loyne dams, 
where wet-ground blast furnace slag was 
used, the total saving of cement amounted 
to 36,220 tons. Further savings amounted 
to 10,190 tons were made by using blast 
furnace slag in the linings of the tunnels at 
Upper Glenmoriston and St. Fillans. 

Work at the Lochay (Killin), Glenmoris- 
ton, Glascarnoch, Shin, Lairg, Sron Mor, 
St. Fillans and Dalchonzie power stations 
progressed well during the year, and in most 
cases has reached the plant erection stage. 
No material addition to the total of 100 
miles of public roads which they had con- 
structed or reconstructed as part of their 
works had been made. The length of new 
access roads to sites of dams, aqueducts, etc., 
was increased however to 195 miles. 

Power station buildings completed at 
Kilmelfort, Allt-na-Lairige, Invergarry and 
Achanalt have been built from stone 
quarried within the Board’s area. In pur- 
suance of the policy to support the quarrying 
and stone mason industry as far as possible, 
stone is also being used for all stations being 
built above ground. In the joint scheme 
with the Ross and Cromarty County Council 
and the Forestry Commission at Contin 30 
stone houses have been completed and a 
further six houses are being built. Thirty- 
eight of the stone houses being built at 
Fort Augustus in conjunction with the 
Inverness County Council are nearing com- 
pletion and other houses are under way. 


Scotland's Housing in January 


THE NUMBER Of new houses completed in 
January was 2,130, bringing the total of 
permanent houses and flats built in Scotland 
under the post-war housing programme to 
290,273. This is shown in the monthly return 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
NOLLOWING are rates of wages 


authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 4, 1957. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen 4s. 44d.; Labourers 3s. 10d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 
S$ 

Ist if . ag 48 1} 
2nd P a 64 2 
3rd 50 9% 3 
4th 663 128 4 
Sth +. 2 144 44 
For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 

probationary period) a = ov. 2 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 

end of probationary period) <<. 2 7& 











published on March 1. The total built in 
January, 1956, was 1,744. 

There were 36,431 houses under con- 
struction at the end of January, compared 
with 38,115 a year ago. Of the houses built 
in Scotland since the war, 261,444 were com- 
pleted by Local Authorities, 1,232 by hous- 
ing associations, 5,441 by Government 
Departments and 22,156 by private builders. 
20.618 houses were built in England and 
Wales during January. 


Houses before Schools 


ABERDEEN CORPORATION Housing Com- 
mittee has approved plans for houses on 
sites which had been earmarked formerly 
for schools in housing schemes. Fifty 
houses are to be erected at the junction of 
Inchbrae-drive and Gaitside-drive in the 
Garthdee-Kaimhill area, and another 45 at 
Invercauld-road in Mastrick housing estate. 
During January 74 municipal houses—the 
target figure—were completed in the city. 


Direct Labour for Pife 

FOLLOWING visits by members of Fife 
County Council Housing Committee to Ayr 
and Stirling Counties and Dundee, to dis- 
cuss with members of those authorities their 
experience regarding the working of their 
dizect labour departments, Fife County 
Council, at its last meeting, agreed to intro- 
duce the policy of direct labour. It was 
agreed that a manager be appointed and the 
new department should incorporate the 
present maintenance depots now under the 
county architect. 


Guild of Bricklayers 

THE FIRST MEETING of the East of Scotland 
Guild of Bricklayers, this year, was held in 
Edinburgh on February 8. During a discus- 
sion which followed supper the question of 
the practical examination for City and Guilds 
of London Institute candidates was raised, 
the bone of contention being the solving of 
the ‘ bonding’ problem, prior to the practical 
test piece being built. It was noted that the 
Western and Wales division of the Guild 
felt strongly about this too—and suggested 
that it be included as a compulsory question 
on the written paper, and a bonding solution 
be given with a test piece and the practical 
examination. There was some disagreement 
on this point. 
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NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans in hand for new school at 
Summerfield housing site, subject to approval. 
A: G. M. Keith (A), Architectural Dept., 11, 
Broad-st. 

Buckhaven.—Plans approved for nursery 
school, by Fife County Council. Estimated 
cost £24,560. ; Lawrie (A), County 
Buildings, Cupar. 

Clackmannanshire.—Plans approved for 40 
houses at Tollcross site, Alva. A: J. Austen 
Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh. 

Crieff.—Plans approved for 32 two-apart- 
ment houses in blocks of four at the Duchlage 
scheme 

Dunfermline.—Plans approved for alterations 
and extensions to High School. Estimated cost 
£158,000. A: R. S. Lawrie (A), County Build- 
ings, Cupar. 

Edinburgh.—Plans approved for factory at 
Bankhead, Sighthill, for Weston Biscuit Co., 
Ltd., Slateford-rd. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hands of own architects 
for office buildings at Govan-rd. for Colville 
Construction Co., Ltd., 105, West George-st., 
WC2 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared by own architects 
for showrooms, offices, workshops and filling 
station on site between Tullis-st. and Laird-st., 
Bridgeton, an Wood & Martin Co., Ltd., 12. 
Laird-st., 

co a prepared by own architects 
for extensions at Scotstoun Shipbuilding & 
Engineering Yard for Yarrow & Co., Ltd., 
Dunbartonshire. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for Protestant prim. 
sch, at Unit No. 4, site 12, Castlemilk. A: 
J. McNab (L), Architectural Dept., 20, Tron- 
gate, Cl. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hands of own architects 
for warehouse at 25-31, Crimea-st., Anderston, 
for British Steam Specialists, Ltd., 40, Crimea- 
st., WC2., 

Glasgow. —Corporation has set aside addi- 
tional sites at Easterhouse, Lockwood West and 
Rodgerfield West for primary, secondary, nur- 
sery and special schools and a community 
centre, for which architects have yet to be 
appointed. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for Protestant prim. 
sch. at site 20, Rodgerfield and Lockwood de- 
velopment scheme. A: J. Keppie, Henderson & 
J. L. Gleave (A), 21, Woodside-pl., C3. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for church at Sand- 
wood-rd. for the Archdiocese of Glasgow. A: 
T. S. Cordiner (F), 261, West George-st., C2. 

Glenrothes.—Erection of 29 houses at Dove- 
cot Park, several works. Names to Chief Archi- 
tect & Planning Officer, Glenrothes Develop- 
ment Corporation, Glenrothes, Fife, before 
March 30. 

Greenock.—Plans in hands of own architects 
for buildings at Union-st. for the Little Sisters 
of the Poor. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for bakery and 
business premises “ Wallace-dr., Cambuslang, 
for J. Muir & Co., 4, Hawthorn-walk. 


eh aa in thand for Church of 
Scotland buildings at Laburnam-rd., Uddings- 
ton. A: J. Davidson & Son (L/A), 9, Dunbeth- 
ave., Coatbridge. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for petro! station 
at Biggar for Esso Petroleum Co., Ltd. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for 92 houses 
and 70 garages at Calderwood No. 1 site: 64 
garages at Murray development site 7: shops 
and garages at Mains wee ig 3 and 7: pavi- 
Jions at East Kilbride. . scott (L), Tor- 
rance-hse., East Kilbride. 


Larkhall.—Plans prepared for county garage 
buildings at Summerlee-rd. : S. McColl (F), 
23, Beckford-st., Hamilton. 


Moray & Nairn.—Plans in hand for 30 houses 

at New Elgin. A: J. Findlay (L), Architectural 
Dept., County Offices, Elgin. 
_ Stirling.—Tenders invited for various works 
in connection with Edinburgh-Thurso Trunk 
Road A9, diversion at Bridge of Allan—site 
clearance; 900 cu. yd, excavations: 1,630 
cu. yd. concrete in heavy mass; concrete retain- 
ing walls with masonry and concrete facing: 
diversion of 100 lin. yd. 9 in. diameter sewer: 
ancillary works. Contract documents and draw- 
ings inspected, County Road Surveyor, View- 
forth, Stirling. Tenders in séaled envelopes, 
marked ‘ Diversion at Bridge of Ailan,’ return- 
able to James D. Kennedy, County Clerk, 
County Offices, Viewforth, Stirling, not later 
than March 18. 
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CONSTRUCTION | 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (+) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


MARCH 13. 

*+Leeds Regional Hospital Board.—Dayroom, 
etc., St. Mary’s Hospital, Scarborough. Archi- 
tect to Board, Park-parade, Harrogate. Dep. 
> % 


ee 
*+Woking UDC.—Four shops and maison- 
ettes. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 1. 
MARCH 14. 
*Bedford BC.—36 houses 
Putnoe estate. F. W. Dawkes. 
*+East Horsley.—Six old folks’ bungalows, 
for Architects’ Benevolent Society. Clifford 
Culpin (F), 39, Doughty-st., London, WC1. 
*+Great Yarmouth CB.—5S6 houses, Mag- 
dalen College estate. BE. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by April 4. 
*Surbiton BC. 
ES. 


and garages, 


—25 houses, Middleton estate. 


MARCH 15. 

*Preston CB.—Terrazzo work on staircases, 
wall and floor tiling, thermoplastic and lino- 
leum flooring, Ribbleton Hall County Secon- 
dary School. BE&sS. 

*Surbiton BC.—Repair and alteration of 
garage, Hook civil defence denot, Chessington. 


BE&S 
MARCH 18. 

Cleethorpes BC.—24 single-bedroom flats at 
Thornton-cres., Trinity-rd. housing site. Boro’ 
E. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Nuneaton BC.—64 flats, Coton-rd./Edward- 
st. F. Gibberd (F), 8, Percy-st., London, W1. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 8. 

MARCH 19. 

*tLeeds Regional Hospital Board.—Altera- 

tions, Castle Hill Hospital, Cottingham, E. 
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A to Board, Park Parade, 
Tenders by April 16. 
MARCH 20. 

*+Bournemouth CB.—Sub-contract works for 
West Howe sec. sch. and reorganisation Win- 
ton and Moordown sch. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s, 
each sub-contract. 

*+Durham County Police Authority. -—Pair 
of police houses, Station-la., Seaton Carew, 
County A, Durham. 

Keynsham UDC.—32 traditional houses at 
Park West estate. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 22. 

*Leatherhead UDC.—Convenience, 
ficld-la., Ashtead. E&S. Dep. £1 1s. 

*+Paddington BC.—20 dwellings, Westbourne 
Park Villas. TC. Dep. £2 2s. 

*SW Metropolitan Region Committee.— 
Painting and renovations, Park Prewett hospital, 
Basingstoke. F. Hales, — Sec., Park 
Prewett Hospital. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 23. 
*Ely City UDC.—17_ bungalows, High 
Barns. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 25. 
*+Beds EC.—County prim. infants’ sch., 
Evelyn-rd., Dunstable. County A., Bedford. 


MARCH 27. 
*Harrow BC.—Renewal and renovation of 
metal-framed windows and fittings to dwell- 


Yorks. 


: Harrogate, 
Dep. £2 2s. 


Wood- 


ings, Eastcote-la. estate. BE&S. Dep. £2. 
MARCH 29. 
*Essex CC.—Potato store building, Essex 


Institute of Agriculture, Writtle. 
Agent & Valuer, Chelmsford. 


MARCH 30. 
*Havant and Waterloo UDC.—32 houses, 
Purbrook. E&S. 1, Park-rd. North, Havant. 


APRIL 1. 

*East Ham CB.—Demolition and clearance 
factory site, High-st. South. Chief Housing 
Officer. 

*Leyton BC.—23 refuse chambers on 10 
housing sites. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 3. 


*Lindsey CC.—Secondary modern school, 
Stickney. County A., Lincoln. 


APRIL 5. 

*Reading CB.—83 and 92 dwellings, Colney 

Park estate. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 8. 

Birmingham CC.—(1) Eight ‘houses at Lam- 
beth-rd./Brockwell-rd., Kingstanding; (2) 16 
two-storey dwellings at Shirley-rd., Acocks 
Green. City A. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 


APRIL 9. 
*Hatfield RDC.—Central works depot., Well- 
field-rd. J. 1H. Parker (A), 82, Great North- 
rd. Dep. £5 5s. 


County Land 


APRIL 15. 

Coseley UDC.—(a) 82 houses. 32 flats and 
four shops with living accommodation at Wall- 
brook site; (b) 24 flats at Parkfield West 
housing site. Either or both. C. Dep. £2 2s. 
each contract. 

Gillingham BC.—54 traditional unit-type 
Cwellings at Twydall estate. Boro’ E. Dep. 
Ey OS; 

*West Riding CC.—Conveniences, Easthorpe 
CE School, Mirfield; heating, Park-rd. sec. 
sch., Wath: caretaker’s ‘house. Boys’ sec. sch.. 


Darton. Deputy County A, Westficld-rd., 
Wakefield. 
PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 


MARCH 18. 

*+Anglesey CC.—Furniture, etc., Home for 
the Aged, Garreglwyd, Holyhead. County A., 
Llangefin. : 

Ebbw Vale UDC.—Road materials. E&S. 


MARCH 20. 

*Dunstable BC.—External 
houses. Housing Estate ore 
House, ‘High-st. South. Dep. £1 Is. ay 
*Rickmansworth UDC.—External painting 
214 houses and bungalows. E&S. Dep. £2 2s 
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MARCH 23. 
+Gunnersbury Park Joint Committee.—200 
d. lin. railings, Potomac Pond. BE, Town 
, Acton. ; 
ae en UDC.—Road materials. E&S. 
MARCH 29. 
*Chesham UDC.—Exterior painting 128 
houses. L. D. Saturley, Housing Manager. 


Dep. £1 Is. 
NO DATE. 

*Nottingham and District Technical College. 
_Furniture and equipment. W. G. Jackson, 
Clerk, to Joint Education 
Exchange-bldgs., Nottingham. 


Committee, 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


MARCH II. 
+Highworth RDC.—Small sewage works, 
brick and concrete pumping station, 1,200 yd. 
of 6in. dia. gravity sewer and 200 yd. of 3 in. 
dia. spun-iron rising main. E&S, Bath-rd., 


Swindon. 
MARCH 15. 

{Berkshire CC.—Reconstruction of 1,200 yd. 
of Wokingham-Bracknell road, A329, from 
‘Shoulder of Mutton’ PH to Moordale-av. 
County S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 18. 

Doncaster CBC.—Completion of road works, 
at Weston-rd. estate.-—7,430 sq. yd. flagged 
footpaths and 8,200 sq. yd. cold asphalt wear- 
ing course to carriageway, etc. Boro’ S. Dep. 
£3 3s. 

Stirling CC.—Edinburgh-Thurso trunk road, 
AY. Diversion at Bridge of Allan. County 
Road S, Viewforth, Stirling. 

MARCH 20. 

Keynsham UDC.—Completion of carriage- 
ways on Park West (extension) housing estate, 
area 15,000 sq. yd. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 25. 

Cheltenham BC.—Quarter mile of 80 ft. wide 
road with 30ft. carriageway, with small r.c. 
culvert, between Arle-rd. and Tewkesbury-rd. 
Boro’ E. Dep. £3 3s 

MARCH 26. 

Ripon and Pateley Bridge RDC.—1,720 lin. 
vd. of salt glazed ware sewers and precast 
concrete manholes in Bishop Thornton parish. 
John H. Haiste & Ptnrs.. constg. engrs., 20, 
Wood-la., Headingley, Leeds 6. Dep. £3 3s. 

APRIL 1. 

Dursley RDC.—One-third mile of 15 in. dia. 
glazed stoneware sewer in tunnel, 4} miles 
12in., Yin. and 6in. dia. glazed stoneware 
and C.I. sewers, manholes, etc., in parishes of 
Dursley and Uley, Glos. A. P. I. Cotterell & 
Son, engrs., 54, Victoria-st., SW1. Dep. £2 2s. 

Marlborough and Ramsbury RDC.—Great 
Bedwyn/Shalbourne water scheme.—25,700 lin. 
yd. of 7in. to 3 in. C.I. water mains, 2,000 lin. 
yd. of I4in. to 4in. service connections, 
400,000 gal. r.c. service reservoir, etc. John 
Taylor & Sons, engrs., Artillery-hse., Artillery- 
row, SWI. Dep. £10 

APRIL 8. 

North Kesteven RDC.—1,420 lin. yd. 9 in. 
dia. concrete tube and 3,290 lin. yd. 6:in. dia. 
concrete tube and salt-glaze ware sewers, pre- 
cast concrete manholes, pumping station and 
sewage disposal works in parish of Methering- 


ham, Lincs. John H. Haiste & Ptnrs., Ccl.’s 
constg. engrs., 20, Wood-la., Headingley, 
Leeds 6. Dep. £3 3s. 

MAY 15. 


Great Ouse River Board.—Flood protection 
scheme: (1) Widening and deepening of the 
Ten Mile and Ely Ouse rivers on a length of 
19 miles (2,000,000 cu. yd. excavation); (2) 
two new r.c. bridges and protection of founda- 
tions of seven existing bridges. Sir M. Mac- 
donald & Ptnrs., constg. engrs., 72, Victoria- 
st., SW1. Dep. £20 

: NO DATE. 

British Transport Waterways.—650 yd. of 

canal, with incidental works, at Marston, nr. 


Northwich. Divisional E, Lime-st.-chbrs., 
Liverpool 1. 
GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 
Lewisham. — SLum CLEARANCE. — The LCC 


Housing Com. proposes to acquire by compul- 
sory purchase an area of 14 acres at Elderton- 


rd., SE26, on which it is estimated that 29 
dwellings can be erected. 

Leyton.—HospitaL ExtTENsions. — Amended 
sketch plans of a proposed scheme for up-grad- 
ing of certain wards and an extension to the 
east wing of Langthorne hospital, High-rd., 
Leytonstone, Ell, have been approved by the 
North East Metropolitan Regional Hospital 
Board. The Regional Architect is W. G. Plant 
(F), lla, Portland-place, W1. 

London, City.—THEATRE.—A new theatre, to 
be known as “* The Mermaid ” is to be built on 
a site leased from the City Corporation in 
Upper Thames-st., EC4, adjacent to Puddle 
Dock, for the Mermaid Theatre Trust, 115, 
Shaftesbury-ave., WC2. Besides the theatre, 
which will seat 600-700, there will be a riverside 
restaurant and club rooms, constructed of pre- 
fabricated units. The contract for these, and 
for the external structure will be negotiated with 
Acrow (Engineers), Ltd., who are acting as con- 
sulting engineers. The estimated cost being in 
the region of £50,000. The architects for the 
scheme are Devereux and Davies (F/F), 3, 
Gower-st., WCl1. 

St. Pancras.—DWELLINGS AND BRANCH LIB- 
RARY.—Detailed drawings are in preparation for 
the following schemes: 618 dwellings in a point 
block of 18-20 storeys and other blocks on the 
site bounded by Robert-st., Longford-st., Al- 
bany-st. and Stanhope-st., and including Clar- 
ence-gdns. and Munster-sq., Regents Park, 
NWI. (Architects: Edward Armstrong and 
Frederick MacManus (F), 28, Gloucester-pl., 
Portman-sq., W1); 12 dwellings at Arlington-rd., 
NWI, and three flats and a branch library at 
Sharples Hall-st., NWI. (Architects: Norman 
and Dawbarn (F/F), 7, Portland-pl., W1); 146 
dwellings at Lamble-st. (extension), Gospel Oak, 
NWS (Architects: Armstrong and MacManus) ; 
82 dwellings af Castle-rd., NWI (Architects: 
Max Lock and Ptnrs. (F/A), 109, Great Russell 
st.. WC1):; 120 dwellings at Allcroft-rd.. NW5 
(Architects: Armstrong and MacManus), and 
50 dwellings at Cranleigh-st., NW1 (Architect: 
Thomas Sibthorp (F), AMTPI, 10, Manchester- 
sq., Wl). 
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Aldridge.—UDC approved plans for erection 
of technological research centre at Walsall 
Airport for Tube Investments, Ltd. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—Plans submitted to BC 
for galvanising shop at Buccleuch Dock for 
Vickers-Armstrong (Shipbuilders), Ltd. 

Billingham, Co, Burham.—HC has _re- 
affirmed its decision to erect four-storey blocks 
of flats at Marsh-hse.-ave., and Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, have been asked to 
submit firm price. S: E. Shaw. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Imperial Chemical In- 
dustries, Ltd., to erect process offices and 
medical centre on ICI factory site. 
_Birmingham.--TC approved plans:—Exten- 
sions to offices at 63, Great Charles-st. for 
William Corbett & Co., Ltd. -C 8k. MM 
Fillmore (F), 20, Waterloo-st., Birmingham; 
mew warehouse. showrooms and offices at 
Hurst-st. for King’s First Settlement. A: J. 
Seymour Harris & Ptnrs. (F), Birmingham. 

Blyth.—Newcastle Breweries, Ltd., Hay- 
market, Newcastle-on-Tyne, propose public 
house at Plessy-rd. Firm has own A dept. 

Brighton.—TC considering scheme, est. to 
cost £333,000, to rehouse small industries dis- 
placed by slum clearance in three or four-storey 
building in Boston-st. redevelopment area. Boro’ 
S, E & Planning Officer: D. J. Howe, MICE, 
MIMunE. 

Buxton.—BC approved plans for extensions 
at Cavendish grammar sch., Corbar-rd., for 
Derbyshire CC. 

_Buxton.—Southport and District Factory 
Estates Co., Ltd., propose development of 
light industrial estate. 

Carlisle.—Cumberland CC to build depot for 
Carlisle highways division, £40,000 est. County 
A: J. H. Haughan (F), Portland-sq., Carlisle. 
_ Carlisle——Plans approved for additions to 
Carlisle Technical College for EC. City E 
is L. J. A. Stow, 18, Fisher-st., Carlisle. John- 
ston & Wright (L/A), Castle-st., Carlisle, are 
A for proposed office extensions and residential 
flat at Fisher-st. for Cumberland Buibding Socy. 
and office additions and flat in St. Ninian’s-rd. 
for M. Thompson, Ltd., contractors. 

Cheltenham. — Structural works for 54 
maisonettes at Arle and Hesters Way estate to 
be redesigned in brickwork with provision for 
access road at rear and fresh tenders to be 
invited. Boro’ S: G. G. Marsland, MBE, 
AMInstCE, AMIMunE. 

Darlington.—Sketch plans have been prepared 
for converting Blackwell Grange into school 
at cost of £42,500. Boro’ A: E. A. Tornbohm 
(A), AMTPI, Central-bldgs., Darlington. 

Daventry.—RDC to build following dwell- 
ings in 1957 for slum clearance purposes :— 
Two houses and four bungalows at Badby, six 
dwellings at Farthingstone, eight houses and 
eight bungalows at Long Buckby, eight houses 
and two bungalows at Weedon, two bungalows 
at Welton and six bungalows and six houses 
either at Kilsby or at Barby. S: H. Bonsor. 
MIMunE 


laboratory at Blue Coat sec. mod. sch. 

Durham.—Matthew Robson (L), 245, New- 
gate-st., Bishop Auckland, is A for proposed 
public house at Gilesgate for Northumberland 
Hotels, Ltd., 12, High-st., Gateshead. 

Durham.—Extension schemes of Durham 
University approved for this year include hall 
of residence at Durham Colleges, laboratories 
and library at King’s College, and, for next 
year, laboratories at Durham Colleges and medi- 
cal school extension at King’s College. 

Durham.—CC has been offered 75 per cent. 
grant by M of Transport towards £150,000 
scheme for building of new road and bridge 
over railway on Stockion-Port Clarence-rd. 
County S: W. H. B. Cotton, Aykley Heads. 
Durham. 

Durham.—Iddison & Johnson, 24, Skinner- 
gate, Darlington, appointed QS by CC for pro- 
posed additions to Stanley grammar sch. 
County A: G. R. Clayton (F), South-st., Dur- 
ham. 

Durham.—City C to lay out land at Neville’s 
Cross for houses, City E 

Essex.—_M of E approved erection of new 
buildings of Eastwood high sch. for girls, 
£157,477 est., with immediate starting date. 

Felling-on-Tyne.—UDC approved plan for 
building 2,284 houses in next 10 years. Housing 
A 


" Gateshead.—F. W. Woolworth & Co., Ltd., 
Liverpool District Office, Liverpool, to erect 








484 


new stores at High-st., Gateshead, and plans 
by firm's A approved.—Plans by Arthur & 

Kirkup (L/L), 13, Swinburne-st., Gateshead, 
for new premises for Gateshead Central Club 
approved 

Gillingham.—New fullers’ earth factory to 
employ 60 people proposed at Motney Hill-rd. 
for F. W. Berk & Co., Ltd. 

Gloucestershire.—M of E approved inclusion 
in 1957/8 programme of two-form entry instal- 
ments of county sec. schools at Quedgeley, 
Gloucester, £108,000, and Tewkesbury, £100,865. 

Gosforth, Northumberland.—M. J. Liddell & 
Sons, builders, Great North-rd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, have submitted plans to UDC for 52 
houses at Regent Farm estate. 

Guisborough—J. Nimmo & Sons, The 
Brewery, Castle Eden, Co. Durham, to erect 
new public house to be known as ‘ Gunnergate 
Inn.’ G. Brydon, 3, Dene View, Castle Eden, 
has also submitted proposals to planning and 
licensing authorities for public house to be 
known as ‘The Moor Dock.’ 

Hebburn.—Two schools, each to cost £20,000, 
and a third, to cost £90,000, are to be built 
by Durham CC. County A. ; : 

Holywell, Flints—RDC to build six four- 
bedroomed, 23 three-bedroomed and 32 two- 
bedroomed houses, 20 two-bedroomed bunga- 
lows and 15 one-bedroomed bungalows at Lees- 
wood, as first stage of slum-clearance pro- 
gramme. Ccl. A: R. E. Roberts (A). 
~ Jarrow.—F. W. Woolworth, Ltd., are to 
extend their two-storey block of stores at 
Ormonde-st.—TC ‘has considered plans for RC 
church at York-ave. A: Burke (L), 10, 
Lambton-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Kent.—EC has submitted to M of E follow- 
ing proposals for Further Education building 
projects for 1959-60:—New Bexley tech. sch. 
for boys, £180,000; Gravesend tech. sch, for 
boys (completion), £79,000; North West Kent 
College of Technology (hall and workshops), 
£116,250; Bromley College of Art (Stage 1 of 
new buildings), £260,000; Maidstone technica: 
college (enlargements); new Dover technical 
college, £222,500; Thanet technical college 
(enlargement and adaptations), £110,000. 

Lanes.—CC proposes erection of branch lib 
raries at Great Harwood, Ormskirk and 
Upholland.—EC seek loans: £10,863 for two 
additional classrooms and extensions to library 
at Fleetwood Bailey county sec. sch., £186,115 
for Phase 2 of Rosendale College of Further 
Education, and £145,840 for erection of Kirkby 
St. Mary’s RC jun. and_ infants’ sch.—RC 
Authorities propose new RC grammar tech. sch 
for boys at Middleton. 

Leeds.—EC seeks Ministry approval for pro- 
posed Greenhill and Cow Close county prim. 
schools: to invite tender from Butterley Co.., 
Ltd., Ripley, nr. Derby, for Belle Isle county 
sec. sch. 

Leigh.—Lancs CC seeks loan £18,807 for new 
police headquarters at Chapel-st. ; 

Lincoln.—TP Com. approved alterations and 
improvements to Lincoln Exchange Arcade, 
£15,000 est., for Lincoln Corn Exchange and 
Market Co. A: Watkins, Coombes & Ptners. 
(F/A), 191, High-st., Lincoln. 

Liverpool.—City C recommended to lease 
site at Clare-st.. Springfield-st. and Back Clare- 
st. to John Wallace & Sons, 29, St. Anne-st.. 
Liverpool, for light industrial purposes. 

Luton.—RDC to acquire area of 198 acres at 
Houghton Regis under Town Development Act 
for joint housing scheme with London CC, who 
will act as agents for RDC in building houses. 

Macclesfield.—TC proposes erection of 18 
one-bedroomed flats and bungalows for aged 
people at Whalley Hayes. ; 

Manchester.—Glazebury PCC proposes im- 
provements and modernisation of church. 

Manchester.—Planning approval has been 
given to proposals of HC for eight two-storey 
old people’s dwellings at Deepdale-ave. and 10 
two-storey and two single-storey old people’s 
dwellings at Oldcastle-ave., Withington, estate. 

Middlesbrough.—Plans in hand for erection 
of billet furnace buildings and extensions to 
casting bay at Cargo Fleet iron works for 
South Durham Steel and Iron Co., Ltd., to 
firm’s own plans.—Teesside Bridge and 
Engineering Co., Ltd., to erect additional 
storey to their office block at Marsh-rd., North 
Ormesby, to own plans.—Middlesbrough Co- 
op. Society, ‘Ltd., to extend their emporium at 
Linthorpe-rd. to plans ‘by CWS Architects’ 
Dept., 90. Westmorland-rd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne.—M. Henderson & Clark, Ltd., to 
extend their foundry at The Docks.—McNays. 


Lid., Stockton-st., Middlesbrough, to extend 
their premises at Snowdon-rd. and Brougham- 
st. to own plans. 

Middlesbrough.—New Inland Revenue offices 
to be built. Ministry of Works A. 

Middlesbrough.—_TP Com. has _ approved 
plans for proposed Springfield county sec. sch. 
for EC. A: Philip R. Middleton & Ptnr. (A/A), 
17, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough. QS: Turner & 
Townsend, Linthorpe-rd., Middlesbrough, 

Middlesbrough.—Plans approved by EC for 
sec. mod. sch. at Kenton. A: Spence & Price 
(A/A), St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle. 

Morpeth.—Methodist Church authorities are 
planning new churches at Scots Gap and 
Widdrington. 

Newcastie-on-Tyne.—Layout plans for 26 
houses at Benfield-rd. have been approved for 
J. T. Bell & Son, Market-st., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Revised plans by 
Messrs. C. S. Errington (L/A), 46, Grainger- 
st., for warehouse at Quality Row for W. F. & 
J. R. Shepherd, Ltd., have been approved.— 
Henry Gatoff (A), 51, Grainger-st., is A for 
proposed bottling factory at Blandford-st. for 
J. Storey & Sons, mineral water manufacturers, 
Palace-st.—Ministry of Works, Broadway, Gos- 
forth, have prepared plans for alterations to 
disabled persons’ factory at Breamish-st.— 
R. T. James & Ptnrs., constg. engrs., Clavering- 
pl., are to erect additional storey to their 
premises to own plans. 

Newton Aycliffe—Durham CC has given 
notice to Darlington RDC of intention to build 
prim. sch. for 240 children at Newton Aycliffe. 
County A, Durham. 

Northumberland.—CC expects to commence 
work in 1957-8, on £100,000 scheme for recon- 
structing Marden-rd. bridge, Whitley Bay 
Plans by County S, Queen-st., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. i 

Northumberland.—CC considering erection 
of new fire station at Allendale. County A: 
C. C. Brown, County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Port Talbot.—BC plans to build 1,800 more 
houses as extension of Baglan estate. 

Ryton, Co, Durham.—UDC has approved 
building programme of 300 houses. S. 

Scarborough.—TC is being recommended to 
include £10,000 in its estimates for developing 
old holiday camp site nr. Burniston-rd. as 
model village. 

Seaham.—UDC considering erection of three- 
storey flats at Frances-st. 

_ Shrewsbury.—Divisional Educational Execu- 
tive recommends building of new mixed sec. 
mod. sch. to serve new section of Harlescot 
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estate, where large housing and 
developments are proposed. 

South Shields.—Boro’ E, John Reid, to pre. 
pare plans, as matter of priority, for new swim- 
ming baths.—Smith Gore & Co., Ltd.. Bond- 
gate, Darlington, have prepared plans on behalf 
of Church Commissioners for residential de- 
velopments nr. Harton-la., Prince Edward-rd 
and King George-rd. It is proposed to erect 
houses and small number of shops.—T. A. Page 
Son & Hill (F/F), 75, King-st., South Shields. 
are A for factory and offices at Derby-st, for 
Elsy & Gibbons, Ltd., engineers.—T. A. Page 
Son & Hill are A for new licensed premises 
ee Edward-rd. for Newcastle Breweries, 

t 


industrial 


Stanley, Co. Durham.—UDC has approved 
plans for pithead baths at East Tanfield 
colliery. Plans by NCB Architects’ Dept., Ash- 
field Towers, Gosforth, Newcastle-on-Tyne,— 
J. M. Angus, 3, Gallowgate, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, is A for proposed additions to Burnop- 
field Victory Workmen’s Club and Institute. — 

. W. Raper, builder, Coniscliffe-rd., Stanley, 
to erect 18 houses at Coniscliffe-rd.—UDC js 
planning erection of houses at Wesley-ter.. 
Annfield Plain, and layout plans to be prepared 
by S: J. R. Heslop. 

Stockton.—New head Post Office proposed at 
High-st. Ministry of Works A.—TC proposes 
to build five _— at Fairfield. Boro’ A: 
T. C. Hartley (A).—Stockton Co-op. Socy. 
propose to build premises at Fairfield. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Planning consent given 
to A. E. Gray & Son, Ltd., builders, Chapel- 
st., Thornaby, for 54 houses at Whitton-rd. 
estate. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—TC approved plans for 20 
houses at Central-ave., Bucknall, for fF. 
Fradley, Ltd., Hope-st.. Hanley. 

Sunderland.—TC has approved plans by 
George Clark, Ltd., Southwick Engine Works, 
for new fitting shop and = extensions to 
plumbers’ shop and brass foundry. 

Sunderland.—E. Gordon Crofts (L), Com 
Market, Pontefract, Yorks, is A for proposed 
public-house at Neasham-rd. for Vaux & 
Associated Breweries, Ltd., Sunderland. 

Sunderland.—During coming financial year 
Housing Com. proposes to spend £2} million 
on housing schemes. Boro’ A.—F. W. Wool- 
worth & Co. are planning to build new stores 
at John-st. Own A Dept., Liverpool. 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—A. W. Watts & Co.. 
Estate Office, Northallerton, Yorks, have sub- 
mitted plans to TC for housing developments 
at Mandale Farm and nr. Lanehouse-rd. fo: 
Lascelles Estates, Ltd. 

Wallsend.—North Eastern Marine Engineer- 
ing Co., Ltd., are planning extensions to works 
and plant, est. to cost £500,000.—Extensions to 
works of Victor Products, Ltd., will include 
fitting-shop and stores, office block and experi- 
mental department. 

Wednesbury.—Appeal for £15,000 launched 
by Rev. A. B. Lavell for church hall at 
Church-st. 

West Hartlepool.—T. H. Turnbull (L). 6, 
Scarborough-st., West Hartlepool, is A for 
proposed social club at Wynyard-rd., for 
Owton Manor Social Club.—R. Fenwick & Co., 
Sunderland, propose public-house at Catcote- 
rd. and plans are being prepared by B. Smith 


(L), 17, High-st., Shelford, Cambridge —TC 
to erect eight houses at Farndale-rd. to plans 
by Boro’ A: A. G. Sinclair.—H. Ripley. 
builder, West Hartlepool, proposes housing 


developments at Suggitt-st. and Welldeck-rd.. 
West Hartlepool. 

West Riding—EC to include extensions to 
Castleford Whitwood Mining Technical Insti- 
tute, £106,748 est., and Hemsworth Mining and 
Technical Institute, £48,195 est., in 1957-8 
major building programme. 

Whitley Bay.—New county sch. to be built 
at Seaton Sluice. County A. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

{ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Alcester.—Erection of houses for RDC:— 
12 at Wilmcote. *A. Pearce & Sons, Ltd., Stud- 
ley. £20,997. 10 at Dunnington. *Coleman & 
Tyas, Ltd., Bidford-on-Avon, £19,800. 

Birkenhead.—Rcinstatement of premises after 
fire damage at Grange-rd., for British Home 
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stores, Ltd. *Lloyd & Cross, Ltd., Port Cause- 
way, Bromborough. 

Blaydon, Co. Durham.—44 houses at Pipe 
Bridge estate for UDC. *Direct labour, 

Bradford.—School for sub-normal children at 
Neerland for TC. *F. A. Kae, Etd., 

Green-close, Bradford. £52,937. 

+ ceeltenham.—-57 dwellings at Dowty-rd., for 
gC. *F. & B. B. Griffiths, Ltd., £84,954 (cor- 
rected tender—subject to MH&LG approval). 

Chester-le-Street.—20 houses at Holly-cres., 
Sacriston, and 12 houses on Robin Hood site, 
Sacriston, for RDC. Housing A: F. Bowman 
(A), Estate Office, Birtley. *Whittal (Builders), 
Ltd., Pilgrim-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. ; 
Teale. First instalment of Tile Hill 
Wood sec. (comp.) sch., for EC. *Gilbert-Ash, 
Ltd., £227,550. 

Coventry.—Four shops, three large and 10 
small garages at Wood End neighbourhood 
unit, for City C. City A: A. G. Ling (F), 
MTPI. *Alfred R. Lane, Ltd., £37,160 (sub- 
ject to MH&LG approval). 

Coventry.—12 ‘Unity’ houses and 20 
garages at Dunster- -pl. tDirect labour, £24,673. 

Coventry.—New retail market and conver- 
sion of Cornercroft buildi ng, for City C. City 
A, {William Moss & Sons, Ltd., £365,470. 


Dagenham.—Completion of contract (vice 
W. & J. Weatherhead, Ltd.) for 52 flats and 
22 garages at —— rd./Eagle-av., for BC. 
*Garrod & Sons, Ltd., £54,607. 

Doncaster.—40 houses at Campsall Park, 42 
at Edlington and 26 at Rossington, for RDC. 
*Ben Bailey, Ltd., Doncaster-rd., Mexborough. 
£49,952, £52,813 and £33,923. 

Droylsden.—66 flats and 32 maisonettes at 
Gloucester-rd. estate, for UDC. *Wm. Chappell 
& Son (Builders), Ltd., Chappell-rd., Droylsden. 

Eccles—Further 12 houses at Brookhouse 
estate, for BC. *Bower Moffatt & Co., Ltd., 
17, Park-st.. Broughton. 

Felling, Co. Durham.—Structural steelwork 
for proposed Felling Leam-la. Lingey House 
county jun. and infants’ sch. for Durham CC. 
*J, W. Ellis & Co., Ltd.. 30, Great North-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, £11,420. 

Fence Houses, Co. Durham.—Fire station 
for Durham CC. County A: G. R. Clayton 
(F), South-st.. Durham. *H. F. Mole & Co., 
Ltd.. Chester-le-Street, £33,039. 

Fife.—22 traditional houses at Coaltown of 
Balgonie, for CC. *Robert Terrace, Junr., Ltd., 
East Wemyss, £35,425. 

Hexham.—40 flats for UDC. S: W. 
Hancocks. *R. C. Williamson (Durham), Led. 
Rowlands Gill, Co. Durham. 

Huddersfield.—14 bungalows, for TC. *J. 


Robinson & Son (Huddersfield), Ltd., 140, 
Westbourne-rd., Marsh, Huddersfield. £19,483. 
Ipswich.—24 flats and eight bungalows, 


Whitton White House estate, for CBC. Boro’ 
E&S, 19, Tower-st. Caston & Porritt. 
*A. G. Duncan, ‘ Monkbarnes,’ Foxgrove-la.. 
Felixstowe, £36.845. 

Kincardine, Fife.—13 miles of tunnels on 
Killin Section of Breadalbane scheme, for 
North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board. 
*Mitchell Construction Co., Peterborough, £2} 
million.—Superstructure of main building tur- 
bine house, boiler house, administration and 
other buildings, at mew generating station, for 
South of Scotland Electricity Board. Constg. 
engrs.: Kennedy & Donkin. *Mitchell Con- 
struction Co., £14 million. 

Leyland.—44 flats at Westfield-dr., for UDC. 
E&S: F. D. Howe, MIMunE. *J. & H. Bul- 
lough (Contrs.), Ltd., Gordon-st., Chorley, 
Lanes. £52,493. 

Leyton.—42 flats and maisonettes at Dyson- 
rd, for BC. Boro’ E&S: H. D. Peake, 
MSc(Eng), AMICE, MIMunE. *S. B. Budge 
& Co. (subject to Ministry approval). 

Liverpool.—New Bankfield sec. mod. (boys’) 
sch., for EC. {Rimmer Bros. (Liverpool), Ltd., 
£158,978.—New Childwall Valley county prim. 
sch., for EC: tJohn McGeoch & Sons, Ltd., 
Arbour-la., Kirkby Industrial Estate, Liverpool, 
£130,280. 

Liverpool.—Works, for City C: 

eadows-st., £43,715; 12 maisonettes, Great 
Nelson-st./Horatio- st., £25,048; 49 dwellings, 
Neen" pl., £91,117: 14 dwellings, Roderick- 

£32,488. $R. J. Barton & Sons, Ltd. 

‘tam (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value 
of £500 or over for week ended March 1:— 
Building work : Balado Bridge, Kinross, Scottish 
Tarmacadam & Asphalt Co., Ltd., Midland 
Works, 44-52, Bilbad-st., Glasgow, C5. Civil 
engineering: Stansted Mount, Fitchet, Essex, 


18 flats, 


Farrans, Ltd., 39, Upper Brook-st., W1; 
Thurleigh, Beds, William  Sindall,  Ltd., 
Gloucester-st.. Cambridge; Balado Bridge, 
Kinross, J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., Swinton, 
Manchester; Bentwaters, Suffolk, Road Works 
(1952), Ltd., 55-61, Commercial-rd., Ipswich, 
Suffolk. Artificers work: Ballykelly, N. Ire- 
land, Matthew Ross (Coleraine), Ltd., 8, Mill- 
burn-rd., Coleraine, Co. Berg et N. 
Ireland; Lindholme, Yorks, Fred Pearson & 


Co., Ltd., 32, Cemetery-rd., Doncaster; Norton, 
Sheffield, P. S. Hutchinson, Ltd., 430, London- 
rd., Sheffield, 2; Sennen, Cornwall, Dudley 


Coles, Ltd., 
Cornwall, C. E. 
carven-st., Truro, 


Bath-st., Plymouth; St. Eval, 
Wallis & Sons, Ltd., 25, Bos- 
Cornwall; Hartland Point, 
Devon, R. Harris & Son (Builders), Ltd., 
Orchard-rd., Barnstaple, N. Devon. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed 
by Western Region :— 

Moore & Garnham, Ltd., 34, Walpole-st., 
Wolverhampton, alterations and repairs to 
Bilston Central station buildings, nr. Wolver- 
hampton.—Shelvoke & Drewry, Ltd., Letch- 
worth, Herts., supply of 35 Model 100 S.D. 
Freightlifters, for Chief Commercial Mana- 
ger’s department.—Standard Telephones and 
Cables, Ltd., North Woolwich, E16, provision 
and installation of multi-channel carrier tele- 
phone and voice frequency telegraph circuits 
and supply loading and jointing of cables be- 
tween Paddington and  Reading.—T.  F. 
Howells, Ltd., Bartlett-st., Caerphilly, Glam., 
provision of new booking hall and other work 
at Cardiff (Queen-st.) station.—Chilton Steel, 
Ltd., Long Melford, Suffolk, supply and erec- 
tion of steelwork in connection with construc- 
tion of engine shed at Pwllheli, Carnarvon- 
shire—Robert M. Douglas (Contrs.), Ltd., 
George-rd., Erdington, Birmi ngham 23, diver- 
sion of railway line between 114m. 55c. and 
115m. 38c., nr. Gloucester.—Industrial Engin- 
eering, Ltd., Mellier-ho., Albemarle-st., W1, 
carrying out repairs to roof glazing over plat- 
forms Nos. 7 and 9 and 12 and 14 at Bristol 
(Temple Meads) station.—Whyatt (Builders), 
Ltd.. 225, Streatham High-rd., SW16. renewal 
of railings at Eastbourne-terr., Paddington.— 
Dudley Coles, Ltd., Bath-st., Plymouth, recon- 
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struction of platform buildings at Plymouth 
(North Road) station—Ransomes & Rapier, 
Ltd., Waterside Works, Ipswich, supply and 
supervision of erection of five 65 ft. diameter 
electrically operated turntables, one each at 
Stourbridge, Bristol (St. Philips Marsh), and 
Newport (Ebbw Junction), and two at Tyseley 
motive power depots.—Wilson Lovatt & Sons, 
Ltd., Clarence-st., Wolverhampton, provision 
of earthworks and construction of retaining 
wall and crossing shop with amenities block at 
Swindon—Contract No. 2. 
London (British Railways). 
by Eastern Region :— 
Shirley Painting and Decorating Service, 70, 


Contracts placed 


Blackstock-rd., Finsbury Park, N4, cleaning 
and painting of warehouses, goods sheds, 
offices, staircases, toilets, messrooms, stores, 


signals, etc., at King’s Cross goods yard.— 
W. & C. French, Ltd., Buckhurst Hill, Essex, 
strengthening and repairs to mechanical coal- 
ing plant at Stratford; reconstruction of north 
abutment and = superstructure of underline 
bridge No. 254, at 69m. 74c., over River Gip- 
ping between Ipswich and Bramford.—R. Ridd 
& Son (Contrs.), Ltd., 153. Billet-la., Horn- 
church, Essex, cleaning and painting of joiners’ 
shops, saw mill bays, and body shops (internal 
only) in carriage and wagon engincer’s work- 
shops, at Doncaster. 

London (British Railways).—Foundation 
piling for new staff amenities block at Imming- 
ham motive power depot, Eastern Region. 
Region A: H. H. Powell (F), under general 
direction of A. K. Terris, BSc(E), MICE, Chief 
Civil E. *Holmpress Piles, Ltd., Hull. 

London (British Railways).—Recent contracts 
placed by North-Eastern Region:—Road re- 
pairs: Hull district, Modern Paviors, Ltd., 
Shipley. York: provision of — unit con- 
struction building, Lindwell & Co., Ltd., Leam- 
ington Spa. York coaling plant: new cradle, 
Mitchell Engineering, Ltd., Peterborough. Dar- 
lington diesel depot: operating store, R. 
Blackett & Son, Ltd.. Darlington. Wakefield 
Westgate, passenger station; reconstruction of 
roofs, Charles R. Price, Doncaster. York dis- 
trict: repairs to roadways, Modern Paviors, 
Ltd., Shipley. 

London CC. —Repair of war damage and 
redecoration at Haimo county prim. and sec. 
schools, Woolwich :— 

Puggett Construction Co., Ltd., Ber- 


mondsey . £21,710 
William Blood, Ltd., Lambeth 20,603 
Greenaway & Son, Ltd.. C: imberwell 20,241 
Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd., Cambridge 20,202 
Heath Estates (Builders), Ltd., Ser- 

mondsey -. 19,393 
Grant & Partners, Ltd.. “Lewisham 19,317 


*O. H. Groves & Co., Ltd., Bermond- 
sey 18,428 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £18,305. 
{London (MoW).—Contracts placed for the 
week ended February 23 :— 
Caernarvonshire: Post Office, Portmadoc, 
erection of mechanical transport workshop, rr 
gineering, welfare and store, F. Tyldesley, 


Queens-rd.. Llandudno. Essex: Telephone Ex. 
change, Queens-rd., Brentwood. extension, 
Barvis Ptnrs., Ltd., 45, Queens-rd., Brentwood. 


Glamorganshire: The Institute, Gorseinon, nr. 
Swansea, alterations, H. Thomas & Co., Ltd.. 
Pottery-rd. Sawmills, Llanelly, Carmarthen. 
Gloucestershire: Gloucester, alterations and 
extensions to telephone exchange, Wilson Lovatt 
& Sons, Ltd., Clarence-st., Wolverhampton. 
Hertfordshire : Bessemer-dr., Stevenage, erection 
of Post Office engineering depot, Stage 1, J. 
Willmott & Sons (Hitchin), Ltd., Hitchin, Herts. 


Lancashire: Hattons’ Parcels Office, Liverpool, 
preliminary _ builders’ work, Worthington 
(Contrs.), Ltd., 81, Shaw-st., Liverpool 6. 


London: Verulam-hse., aay s Inn-rd., WC1, 
new works and alterations, . Roberts & Co., 
Ltd., 79, Eccleston-sq., Swi, National Assist- 
ance Board, Highbury-cres., Islington, N5, 
regrow to ground floor, G. Waterman, 
Ltd., 187-189, Whitechapel-rd., El. Midlothian: 
Post. Office and sorting office, Blenheim-pl., 
Edinburgh, alterations to new watching gallery, 
stairs to basement and new registered enclosure, 
McPherson & Gray, 6, Rutland-sq., Edin- 
burgh 1. Norfolk: East-av., Brundall, nr. Nor- 
wich, erection of telephone exchange, J. Youngs 
& Son, Ltd., City-rd. Works, Norwich. Pem- 
brokeshire: F ishguard, erection of sorting office 
and garage, Phelps & Owens, Ltd., Priory-rd., 
Milford Haven. Ross and Cromarty : Post 
Office, Inaclete-rd., Stornoway, erection of 
garage and workshop, M. Macleod & Sons, Ltd., 
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13, Scotland-st., Stornoway, Isle of Lewis. Stir- 
lingshire: Post Office, James-st., Larbert, erec- 
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tion of telephone exchange, Paterson & Grindly, 
Ltd., 39, Charles-st., Kilsyth. Sussex: Crawley, 
erection of Head Post Office, sorting office, 
garage and crown building, Rice & Son, Ltd., 
Stockwell-hse., 15, Stockwell-rd., SW9; Auto- 
matic Telephone Exchange, Southwick, altera- 
tions and extensions, Gates & Sons (Builders- 
Shopfitters), Ltd., 1, North-rd., Brighton. War- 
wickshire: Post Office, Manor-rd., Witton, Bir- 
mingham, erection of new branch post office, 
W. B. & F. T. Archer, Rookery-rd., Birming- 
ham 21. Yorkshire: National Assistance Board, 
301, Marton-rd., Middlesbrough, adaptations, 
J. H. Proudlock, 17, Gunnersgate-la., Marton, 
Middlesbrough. 

qLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed for week ended January 22:—Angus: 
Electrical installations, Lowden Bros. & Co. 
(Engineers), Ltd., Dundee. Berkshire: Road- 
work, Norman W. Dunn & Co., Ltd., Welles- 
bourne; lining of huts, Sherfields (Farnham), 
Ltd., Farnham. Hampshire: Oven repairs, 
W. E. Burnell & Sons, Ltd., Leicester; electrical 
installations, Cable Jointers, Ltd., London; 
building, Healey & Evans, Ltd., Farnham; store 
shed repairs, R. C. Radford, Farnham. Kent: 
Building, W. H. Holden, Rainham; electrical 
installations, Strand Electric & Engineering Co., 
Ltd., London. London: Building, Frank Batty 
& Smith, Ltd.. London; painting and decorat- 
ing, Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., Aldershot. Nor- 
folk: Internal redecoration to hutments, W. T. 
Pickering & Sons, Ltd., Watford. Wiltshire: 
Road work, O. J. Elliott & Co., Ltd., Bristol. 

Meriden.—56 houses, for DC. =W.. J. 
Simms, Son Cooke, Ltd., Nottingham. 
£96,559. 

Morpeth.—First stage of major reconstruc- 
tion of St. George’s Hospital, for Newcastle 
Regional Hospital Board. A: J. M. Sheppard 
& Ptnrs. (F/F), 38, Bedford-pl., WC1, in colla- 
boration with Regional A: P. H. Knighton, 
MBE (A). QS: Thos. Barrett, Sons and Ptnrs., 
17, Brunswick-pl.. Newcastle-upon-Tyne 1. 
*John Jackson & Sons, Ltd., Newcastle, 
£41,687. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—36 flats and maisonettes 
in three-storey blocks at Longbenton estate, for 
City C. City A: G. Kenyon (A), AMTPI, 18, 
Cloth Market, Newcastle. *J.‘H. Fisher & Co., 
Ltd., 12, Lansdowne-ter., Newcastle, £51,345. 

Nottingham.—New warehouse at Daybrook, 
for Cerebos, Ltd. *W. J. Simms, Son & Cooke, 
Ltd., Haydn-rd., Nottingham. 

Peterlee, Co. Durham.—208 houses at Acre 
Rigg for DC, Shotton Hall, Castle Eden. Plans 
by W. J. Scott (F), Corporation’s Chief A. 
*Lane, Fox & Co., Ltd., High Barnes Works, 
Sunderland. 








WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S$.W.18 











THE BUILDER March 8 1957 


Reigate.—35 houses, Rushetts Farm jl 
for BC. A: C. A. G. Wicks, BEM ay | 
AMICE. Loyds (Builders), Ltd., £75,759. 
A. J. Wait & Co., Ltd., £71,400; R. & D 
Barton, Ltd. £60,896; B. Clifford, ‘Liq’ 
£57,821; ; Pitman Bros., Ltd., £52,325: *Wooq’ 
coc arshall & Co., Ltd., 2, Westb a 
Mews, W.Il, £51,631. nee 

t, Pancras.—Works for MBC:—18 4 
Burghley-rd., NW5. A: Paul Bolmreame & 
Barbara Osmond {A), 2, Field-ct.. WCl 
*Direct labour. £37,276. 68 dwellings at 
ee 's «) oe Sheppard & 

nrs. LAD; " uthampton-pl., 
be Bert £135,000. wid bi 

effieid.— Alterations and additions z a 
st., for George Senior & Sons, Ltd. "ene 
& Abbott, Ltd., Willoughby-st., Sheffield 4 
ed a ge coma Stradbroke 
estate, for . x emm sons 
Sheffield. £70,353. — 

Shrewsbury.—70 dwellings in 7 blocks 
at Meole Brace estate, for TC. *Geo, Wins 
aS. ae £121,024. 

‘ynemouth.— frame for new Tynemouth 
tech. sch. for EC. *Twisteel, Ltd., § i 
Staffordshire, £26,534. , a 

alsall.—8 shops with living accom i 
at ome ee for BC. *United Come 
oF alsall), Ltd., 54, Green-la, Walsall. 

Wigan.—Extensions to factory at Ormskirk- 
rd.. for A. T. & E, (Wigan), Ltd. *W. i Bicker 
stafle & Sons, Seven Stars Bridge, Wigan. 
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